
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent for many in the Christian church. The 
forty days of fasting (not counting Sundays) may begin with the imposition of the 
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful. 

During the moving ancient ceremony, the ashes—from which Ash Wednesday gets 
its name—were placed on the foreheads of the faithful with the words from Genesis: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

The Season of Lent continues this Sunday, with a Service of Word and Sacrament. 
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Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

Matthew 4:1 
 

WELCOMING MUSIC 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

 
PRELUDE Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley Folk Hymn 
  Songs of the Spirit 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: We have left many important pursuits to gather here. 
In these moments, worship is of first importance. 

All: Together, we begin a season of self-examination. 
We begin a humble walk with God through Lent. 

One: This is a time for discovering the heart of our faith. 
Those who seek to live in love become disciples. 

All: We seek to follow in the steps of Jesus. 
We want to walk in the paths where Christ led. 

 
* HYMN (GTG 159) O Sing a Song of Bethlehem KINGSFOLD 

Please Turn to Center of Bulletin 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

*HYMN Lord Jesus Who Through Forty Days  ST. FLAVIAN 

 
 
BENEDICTION 

One: So, you have come in the struggle of your lives 
to acknowledge Jesus and his life and death. 
While you wear the symbol of all death on your foreheads, 
still, know in your hearts that this is not all there is. 
“Ashes to ashes and dust to dust” is the stuff of our little lives. 

All: But the heart of the matter is the alleluia – 
faith in the God within you 
and the fire of Christ’s love in your life and work. 

One: Go in peace and hope, and gather your true purpose about 
you! You will sing Alleluia once again! 

All: Amen. 
 
RESPONSE What Wondrous Love is This Folk Hymn 
  Songs of the Spirit 
 
POSTLUDE  



GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  page 160 Christian Scriptures 
 
GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  page 5 Christian Scriptures 
 
REFLECTION Marking Time Rev. Hank Fairman 
 
*HYMN (NCH 186) Dust and Ashes Touch our Face DUST AND ASHES 

Please Turn to Center of Bulletin 
 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION AND ASHES 
 Invitation to the Table  
 
 Communion Prayer and Prayer of the People  
 
 Communion Song 
  We Thank You For Your Presence Martin Nystrom 
  Songs of the Spirit 
 
 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate. When invited, please 
come forward and join the servers near the table.  
Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone gathered together and at 
home in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 

 
 Imposition of Ashes 

After sharing at the table, those who wish to receive the imposition of ashes 
are invited to approach. 
 

  

CALL TO CONFESSION 
SILENT PRAYERS 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (read responsively) 
One: O God of Grace, may we not have received you in vain. 

When we pray because we desire others’ good opinion, 
All: Forgive us, O God. 
One: When we give our gifts for others’ approval, 
All: Forgive us, Light of the World. 
One: When we deny ourselves to get others’ admiration, 
All: Forgive us, Merciful One. 
One: When we fail to do unto others 

as we would like them to do unto us, 
All: Forgive us, Spirit of Love. 
One: When we put our privileged selves first, 

before the poor and needy 
and disadvantaged of this world, 

All: Forgive us, Creator of Truth. 
One: When we keep for ourselves more than what we need, 
All: Forgive us, Give-Away God.  
One: Forgive us our sins and trespasses and debts. 
All: Only then can our souls be washed clean and spotless. 

Only then can we be your true servants. 
Only then will we reach the pure heart of the matter. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: For the heart of the matter is that we can find our treasures 
in heaven, and also on earth, so long as we are forgiven and 
set free of our burdens and sin. Bless God who frees us and 
lights up our heart-shadows with the fire of agape -- love. 

All: Thanks be to God, for light and love. 
 

  



 

  
 


