
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 13, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Prelude on ABRIDGE Ashley Grote 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Tim Ebbers 

One: God is our God, our light, our salvation, 
All: whom shall we fear? 
One: God is our hope, our peace, our love, 
All: stronghold of life. 
One: God is our shepherd, our guardian, our comforter, 
All: shelter in every trouble. 
One: One thing we ask of our God, 
All: that we may live in God’s house 

all the days of our lives. 
One: We call out to God 

from the many places of our life’s journey: 
All: “Come and be home to us.” 

and God welcomes us home; 
One: and so we come to sing praise in worship. 

 

*HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA 
 (NCH 18, on screen) 

  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 God of hope, we are at times a people easily given to despair. 

 When we look into the future, we often see endings and not 
beginnings. We work to become entangled in the problems of 
this world and have trouble seeing hope for the future. 

 We grow accustomed to sighing and in our cynicism. We evade 
your call to new life. Challenge us to follow your way with faith. 
Restore in us a trust in your power to create new beginnings, 
where we are not able to imagine them. 

 May we shape our minds into a space to meet you, a space that 
plays with mystery, opens up justice, seeks peace, and binds us 
together as community. 

 May we make alive the journey of promise on the Lenten journey 
of promise, full of expectant hope that with the going will come 
good. 

 May we travel through dust and ashes, bread and wine, water and 
hope to find you, the God who travels with us. Amen. 

 Assurance of Pardon 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Genesis 15: 1, 5-7, 18 New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 27  F. LaRosa 
   with thanks to Sue & Randy Cook 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Anita Bicksler 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  Blessed Be Your Name Redman/Redman 
  Sounds of the Spirit arr. Huesmann 

 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 9:37-43a from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE Promise? Rev. Hank Fairman 
 

*HYMN Let is Hope when Hope Seems Hopeless BEACH SPRING 
 (NCH 461 on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song God is My Strong Salvation Johann Walther 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 May the love we have tangled with today, the grace we have 

woven and the peace we have shared, reflect and belong in your 
realm, O God.  

 These we have journeyed with today; these we have prayed for 
today; these we have met today: We have become a unique 
combination and community.  

 Receive all we have touched today, all we have given, all we have 
known as our giving to your realm. These are our offerings to 
you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 
 

*HYMN (WAR #264) In the Cross of Christ I Glory RATHBUN  
 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE  The God of Abraham Praise arr. M. Burkhardt 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

“COME TOGETHER: a Lenten journey of Reconnecting” 
Wednesday Lenten Series Continues this week 

Community Meal (with safer practices) – 6:00 pm 
Centering Worship and Discussion Series – 6:30-8:00 pm 

This week's Focus: Promises - 
joining up and being part of a community 

"Communication leads to community, that is, 
to understanding, intimacy and mutual valuing." - Rollo May 

Please sign up on the bulletin board or call the church office so we know 
how many to plan for. Childcare will be offered following the meal for 
those who would like to attend the discussion. 

  

SPRING SMALL GROUPS  
Check the Bulletin Board for the March Groups 

Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly 
connections with others in our community, while enhancing your life.  

March’s Groups begin this week: 
Contemplative Adventures: 
Wednesdays, 10:00am-12:00pm, with Diane Jochum 

Handmade Greeting Cards 
Sundays, 11:30am-12:30pm, with Jan Kunkle 

If you’d like to lead a group this spring on a hobby or topic of interest, 
please contact Rev. Rachel today! 

 

IDPH Vaccination Clinics at St. John UCC 
Last Clinic this Saturday, 3/19/22 

St. John UCC has been part of the IDPH Faith-Based Vaccine Initiative 
since October 2021. We were notified this week that the vaccine 
program was changing, and the initiative was ending on April 1, 2022. 
We have one more clinic scheduled before that date. 

This change comes after fifteen months of vaccine availability for adults, 
nine months for 12–18-year-olds, and five months for 5-11 year-olds. 
State-wide, Illinois has responded well to the vaccination efforts, with 
almost 70% of those eligible fully vaccinated. Our mission in community 
health and wellness helped make this happen! 

Thank you to our Care & Community Leadership Team and all who 
helped host the clinics! St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


