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March 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

THRESHOLDS 
 March 2 is Ash Wednesday, and that’s a big deal. It’s not the first of 
January, and our marking of the Gregorian calendar’s flipping of pages. 
It’s not the church’s “new year” of Advent, of light’s return in winter’s 
shadow. It’s not the first day of baseball season (though we can be 
hopeful that this will come to pass shortly afterward!). 

 No, Ash Wednesday is a start of something different. It is the first 
day of Lent. Ash Wednesday starts our time for reflecting on our hu-
manity and mortality. It finds us awaiting spring’s rebirth, but reminds 
us that rebirth comes at a cost: it takes an ending to bring about some-
thing new. And lest we think that rebirth comes from a binary switch 
(on/off or end/begin), our life experience has shown us that there is 
usually a long “in-between” that happens in the middle. 

 In her most recent book, Rev. Dr. Susan Beaumont wrote about 
Liminal Seasons. Dr. Beaumont believes, “We are living in a liminal era 
which is not likely to end anytime soon. We are neither here, nor 
there.” 

 Liminal is a fun word. It comes from, of all things, the world of ar-
chitecture. The limin is the word for the stone at the base of a door-
frame--the threshold. To be in a liminal season, we would find our-
selves in a disorienting, ambiguous time betwixt and between some-
thing that has ended and a new situation not yet begun.  

 I do not believe I could come up with a more appropriate definition 
for Lent. We are betwixt Ash Wednesday’s shadowed atonement and 
Easter’s resurrection glory. We cross the forty days of reflection with a 
soul-centered seriousness. This Lent, I hope that you join with the 
community at St. John UCC to sort it all out.  I hope that your Lenten 
discipline will include spending time at church in worship, in reflection, 
and in fellowship.  The in-between isn’t something to fear, but it does 
feel a lot better when we know others are with us on this journey. 

 May this Ash Wednesday find you in a deep centeredness, as we 
prepare for the whole of our Lenten journey. See you in church, 

COVID, FACEMASKS, AND 
CHURCH GATHERINGS 

The community at St. John UCC seeks to 
provide a welcoming, safe place for all who 
gather in worship and fellowship in the 
Coronavirus period. 

St. John UCC will honor the guidelines 
determined by Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health (IDPH) regarding masking. 
Mask use while on the church campus is 
at the discretion of the individual. 

This policy is subject to change de-
pendent on the guidance of IDPH. 

 

To extend our extravagant welcome 
and accommodate the health and 
safety needs of all who share in the 
celebration of worship and commu-
nity, St. John UCC remains a 
“ma sk - a f f i rm in g”  c o n g r e g a t i o n 
when we gather in the Sanctuary or 
in other large-group settings. 
We are guided by Christ’s words, 
and pray that you are as well: 

“Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these..., you did for me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT: 
Community meal - 6:00 pm 

Reflection / Discussion - 7:00 pm 

Read more on p. 3 
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COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

COVID VACCINE CLINICS UPDATE 

Our Care & Community Leadership Team has 
taken up the call and joined the IDPH’s Faith Based 
Organization Vaccination Initiative. We have 
volunteered to organize one clinic every three weeks 
from January to June 2022.  The next two sets of 
clinics will take place on: 

2/26/2022 and 3/19/2022 

We need your help to  share the message about the 
clinic. Drop a flyer off with a friend or family member 
who has not yet been vaccinated. Let’s do our part to 
help our community stay healthy! 

JANUARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $14,290 $25,000 (-$10,710) 

Other Income $6,216 $9.850 (-$3,634) 

Total Expenses $25,549 $36,913 (-$11,364) 

Month Total (-$5,043) (-$2,063) (-$7,106) 

YTD Income $20,506, $34,850 ($-14,344) 

Total Income $20,506, $34,850 ($-14,344) 

YTD Expenses $25,549 $36,913 (-$11,364) 

YTD Total (-$5,043) (-$2,063) (-$7,106) 

COVID, FACEMASKS, AND CHURCH 
GATHERINGS 

Thank you to all who participated in our February sur-
vey on COVID protocols. We had over seventy re-
sponses in our short one-week survey. The opinions 
gathered demonstrated that, while we do have differ-
ent personal views, our community remains commit-
ted to being a safer place for all people through this 
global pandemic. 

What were your opinions? 

 On general mask attitude, 41% would continue to 
wear masks if they were not required, and an addi-
tional 52% would do so where required: a total of 
93%. 7% would not wear masks anymore. 

 On masks at church, 20% would continue our cur-
rent policy, and an additional 37% would do so in 
public areas: a total of 59%. 35% would not wear 
masks at church, and 8% were undecided. 

 We would like the option of wearing masks at per-
sonal discretion (65%). 

 We welcome the continued use of masks, and see 
this as an extension of our extravagant welcome 
(66%). 

 We miss our fellowship times, coffee hour, etc., 
and welcome their return (60%). 

 We are comfortable with our community partners 
making their own mask decisions when using the 
church campus (73%). 

With your feedback, the Church Council has updated 
our COVID Mitigations Policy, which you can read on 
the first page of this Tidings. 

St. John UCC remains a “mask-affirming” congregation,. 
We are guided by Christ’s words: 

“Whatever you did for one 
of the least of these..., you did for me.” 

(Matthew 25:40) 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) strongly 
encourages the use of face coverings across through-
out our community for protection against COVID-19. 
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
Com-mu-ni-ty /kә-ˈmyü-nә-tē / 

noun: a group of people living in the same place or 
having a particular characteristic in common; 
a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of shar-
ing common attitudes, interests, and goals. .  

 

For nearrly 175 years, the members and friends of St. 
John UCC have gathered to give thanks and praise to 
God as one body. Through fellowship, and music, and 
worship, and service, we have joined in community, 
seeking God’s still-speaking word and listened for 
God’s wisdom for our time and place. 

For every member of the community, the “ties that 
bind” are distinct. Different friends gathered, different 
interests shared, different words spoken, and different 
wisdom heard. 

Coretta Scott King reminds us: 

“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured 
by the compassionate actions of its members.” 

When we meet each other, learn about each other, 
and come to understand each other, we discover our 
common passions and hopes. Those passion and 
hopes create moments when our compassionate ac-
tions naturally shine out, and God’s Realm of Peace 
with Justice becomes a little more real in our lives. 

 
We will gather together each Wednesday night dur-
ing Lent, to seek an answer to that question and 
share in a four-session discussion series, called: 

“Come Together: 
a Lenten journey of reconnecting”  

We’ll begin with a light supper at 6:00 pm to enliven 
our minds and bodies, organized by the Care & Com-
munity Leadership Team. We’ll then move into a dis-
cussion at 7:00 pm, sharing an encounter with God’s 
creative Spirit, discerning and digesting how a given act 
or practice helps find God’s extravagant welcome. 
Care for children will be provided after the meal. 

3/9 “Wandering”: Feeling lost in the places 
where we want to be most welcomed 

3/16 “Promises”: joining up and being part of a 
community 

3/23 “Invitation”: Living our faith out loud 

3/30 “Witness”: Justice and Peace for All of God’s 
People 

You need not bring anything or prepare in any way for 
the sessions. Community happens when we offer our 
authentic selves, and you carry that with you every day! 

Be drawn into community with friends new and famil-
iar. Worship and witness all that God is doing in us 
and with us this Lent. 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  
March—Lesotho 

 

The Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa 
(LECSA) is one of Africa’s oldest Protestant churches. 
LECSA, a partner church of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ 
through Global Ministries, has approximately 580 
primary and secondary schools in the country. 

 

In many classrooms, students are crowded around a 
single desk, sitting on benches, or sitting on  the floor 
without a place to work or take notes. Teachers have 
no place to set teaching materials. 

Fortunately, LECSA also operates the Leloaleng 
Manufacturing Centre (LMC), which builds school 
furniture. LECSA partners with LMC to build school 
furniture, giving the community increased 
employment opportunities. LECSA seeks to provide 
teacher tables, student desks, and chalkboards to 
improve learning and teaching. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

In supporting the Food Pantry and its clients: 
throughout March we are asked to collect 

Canned tuna, chicken or Spam. 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts 

in the Atrium entryway. 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 
 Our culinary master team continues to prepare 
weekly dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue 
Mission. The Mission is open throughout the year, and 
our team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday 
evening. Your generous gift of time and love fills hun-
gry people with food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information, or to sign up! 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Purchased Last Year 

November 902 kWh 7916 kWh 4,678 kWh 

December 329 kWh 11,459 kWh 6,883 kWh 

January 388 kWh 10,174 kWh 6,495 kWh 

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

THREE-

BENCHES 

600 LBS 

FOUR 

BENCHES! 

800 LBS 

ONE 

TABLE! 

1,300 LBS 

   

BOTTLE CAP BENCH & TABLE 
PROGRESS CHART 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. March’s lessons will include: 

   3/6   Mystery of Easter  

   3/13   Faces of Easter 1  

   3/20   Faces of Easter 2  

   3/27   Faces of Easter 3 and 4 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

March’s lessons will include: 

   3/6   Jesus Feeds 5,000  

   3/13   The Woman at the Well  

   3/20   Jesus Meets Zacchaeus  

   3/27   Nicodemus at Night  

 

 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

March Schedule 

  3/2   HELIX: Forming a Good Community 

  3/9   No Meeting, Parent Conferences 

  3/16   HELIX: Serving Our Wider Community       
     (Cooking for FACC!)  

  3/23   No Meeting, Spring Break! 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 
www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Our Spring 2022 Confirmation class continues! Please 
hold our Confirmation students in prayer as they ex-
plore questions of faith and discern God’s call for 
them.  

March Schedule 

  3/2   Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00pm 

  3/8   Session 5: Big Ideas About God 

  3/22  Session 6: Big Ideas About Jesus 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

SPRING SMALL GROUPS: MARCH OFFERINGS 
Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly connections with others in our church community, 
while enhancing your life. Sign up by emailing joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org, placing your name on the sheet lo-
cated on the Narthex Bulletin Board, or by calling the church office. 

 
If you’d like to lead a group this spring on a hobby or topic of interest, it’s not too late! Please contact Rachel or 

Hank with your idea. Look to the April Tidings for a schedule of the next groups! 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be March 7, 2022.  

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
 

FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 
 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as we 
share a few jokes and cover any number of topics in the 
spirit of good fellowship. 

Contemplative Adventures 

Wednesdays, 10:00am-12:00pm, with Diane Jochum 

Contemplation is the art of quietly attending to some-
thing and then listening for something that captures 
your attention, speaks to you, or resonates within you. 
Then one listens for why that rose up within you as 
you make connections to your everyday life experi-
ence. Informed by Diane’s training in spiritual direc-
tion, this group will explore three different types of 
this holy listening. Join for one or all three.  

3/16, Freeport Art Museum: Contemplating art 

3/23, Oakdale Nature Preserve: Contemplating nature 

3/30, Chapel Hearth Room: Discovering one's Sacred 
Space through active imagination  

Handmade Greeting Cards 

Sundays, 11:30am-12:30pm, with Jan Kunkle 

Learn some simple techniques for creating handmade 
greeting cards, including birthday, sympathy, and 
thank you cards. Handmade cards add a personal 
touch to expressions of care and celebration and      
remind us to keep up our connections with friends 
and family. Group meetings will take place in the 
Chapel Hearth Room. Supplies will be provided free 
of charge.  

3/13, Session One 

3/20, Session Two 

3/27, Session Three 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

3/01 Robert Mayfield 

3/03 Jill Kuntz 

3/04  Graham Atz,  
Hallie Atz,           
Kathleen Monte 

3/09 Shirley 
Fritzenmeier  
Michael Smith 

3/11 Lisa Ebbers,  
Kim Evans 

3/13 Hugh Knapp 

 

3/14 Kevin Souders 

3/15 Kelly Priewe 

3/16 Norma Valkema 

3/18 Bonnie Gennusa 

3/20 Dee Agnew 
DeLeana Atz 

3/22 Diane Jochum 

3/25 Bill Kuntz 

3/26 Marilyn DeVries 
Peter Flynn 

3/28 Shan MacAdam 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern Emily Hazzard 

Digital Media Intern Paul Giuffre 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell Choir Director Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 
Are you reflecting this Lent on the impact of your 
family and mentors on your life in faith? Consider 
honoring them with a gift to The Memorial Fund! 

The Memorial Fund at St. John UCC exists to support 
the mission, ministry, and outreach of the congrega-
tion. The Fund was created from the generosity of 
gifts celebrating the lives and impact of loved ones and 
family members of the congregation. 

In 2018, Church Council received a recommendation 
from the Memorial and Tangible Gift Team to consol-
idate the memorial gifts into three designated and one 
undesignated funds: 

Congregational Support Fund 
Supports church members and their families in 
times of financial need. Requests are made to 
Care & Community Leadership Team. 

Worship & Arts Fund 
Provides for creative worship and artistic dis-
play throughout the church campus. Curated by 
Worship & Education Leadership Team. 

Library Fund 
The Laura S. Uthlaut Library Fund supports the 
collection of resources in the church library. 
Managed by the Library Volunteers. 

Undesignated Gifts Fund 
Allows special projects and non-budgeted 
needs to enhance church life. Coordinated by 
Church Council Executive Team. 

To make a donation to the Memorial Fund or to ask 
questions related to the fund, contact Pam Wessel. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: SUMMER CHURCH CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN!! 

MASK 
UP 

BOOST 
UP 

VAX 
UP 

“When you did it for the least, 
you did it for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

Spirit Camp is 

our usual week 

for St. John 

youth  

Want to help one of our St. John UCC community youth attend camp? 
Share generously in the Change for Change offering between now and April! 


