
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 

We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 

its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 

and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 

 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 

on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 

with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  

(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 

to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 

faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 

stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

February 27, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Lift Every Voice and Sing Johnson/Johnson 
  Carl & Dianna Cole, with Robert Mayfield arr. C. Cole 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Hayley Elliott 

One: We come into this ordinary place 
expecting the extraordinary: 

All: Community in the hands and hearts  
of everyday people, 
spirits lifted in the words and music 
of weekly worship, 
and nourishment in broken bread and shared cup. 

One: A way is made through the wilderness of our souls: 

All: Valleys lifted and mountains brought low, 
for Spirit to come alive within us again. 

One: A voice assures us, “You are my beloved ones:” 

All: And we are called to be Christ’s community, 
proclaiming that now is the time of God’s favor. 

One: Let us worship in the glory of God.  

 

*HYMN (WAR 247) Sing of God Made Manifest SALZBURG 

  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Through clouds 

of wonderment, 

of uncertainty, 

of anxiety, sometimes, 

we hear your voice, O God. 

 We hear you proclaiming the presence of Spirit 

in the midst of our day-to-day living. 

 We pause and become mindful. 

We pause and listen to the voice within and around. 

We pause and worship the astounding glory of your presence. 

 You spoke to your people in the pillar of cloud 

as they walked together in the wilderness. 

 You soke through the clouds on the mountaintop 

as the Disciples saw Jesus for who he was. 

 Speak to us through your Word today, 

that we may hear you calling us out of the wilderness places in 

our lives and into new places you have promised to show us. 

 In the name of Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AND GIFTS  

Funds collected in this offering are directed to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Exodus 34:29-35 New Revised Standard Version 

 Psalm 99 with thanks to Jason Silver 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Tim Ebbers 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  Everything Must Change Ighner, arr. Cole
  Sounds of the Spirit 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 9:28-36 from the New Revised Standard Version 

 

MESSAGE Things Change Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

*HYMN Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain SILVER SPRING 

 (NCH #183, on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song We Shall be Changed Spiritual, arr. Cole 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 We have been awakened to the glory of God shining around us 

in gifts both great and small. Thankful for God’s faithful 

presence, we give this offering – a symbol of our faithfulness in 

return. May it bring healing where there is brokenness, comfort 

where there is chaos, and justice wherever there is a need. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

*HYMN  We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding HYFRYDOL 

 (NCH #182, on screen)  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE  Lift Every Voice and Sing (Reprise) Johnson/Johnson 
  Carl & Dianna Cole arr. C. Cole 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PARENTS’ RETREAT 

Sunday, 2/27/2022, 4:30-6:30 pm 

All parents of children and youth are invited to gather at Bourbons 

on Main for community, refreshments, and conversation about the 

spiritual needs of the young people in your care. Childcare will be 

provided at the church during the retreat. Please contact Rev. Rachel 

with questions or to RSVP. 

 

SPRING SMALL GROUPS  

Beginning in March  

Are you a master gardener? Do you bake amazing pies? Are you a 

contemplative? Can you repair a bike tire? Do you reflect on your Bible 

reading every day? Are you willing to share your skills, gifts, passions, 

and experience with others? 

We are beginning “mini-groups,” places to share our unique interests 

and skills with others. Each group will meet for 3-4 sessions, allowing 

everyone to experience different faith practices and personal interests. 

Interested in helping with our first groups? Contact Pastor Hank or 

Pastor Rachel today! 

Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly 

connections with others in our church community, while enhancing your 

life through one of our amazing groups.  

Look to the March Tidings for a schedule of the first offerings! 

 

PREPARING FOR OUR LENTEN JOURNEY: 

Ash Wednesday 

Begin your Lenten Journey with the St. John UCC community. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 3/2. Drive-through Ash Imposition 

will be offered from 7:30-9:00 am. 

The day will conclude with a quiet, reflective service that will center 

us for the Lenten journey. A community meal will gather at 6:00 pm. 

Ash Wednesday worship will begin at 7:00 pm. We will celebrate 

Communion and the Imposition of Ashes together as we prepare our 

hearts for this season of reflection and community. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

“COME TOGETHER”: a Lenten journey of Reconnecting 

Wednesday Lenten Series Begins 3/9 

Community Meal (with safer practices) – 6:00 pm 

Centering Worship and Discussion Series – 6:30-8:00 pm 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


