
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 
 

 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

February 20, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace arr. Mark Sedio 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Allen Buus 

One: Come near to one another and be still. 
Come before our God who fulfills our hearts’ desires 

All: This is a time of meeting and greeting; 
a time for quieting life’s stresses and worries. 

One: Wait with persistence, and listen with a patient spirit. 
God’s word is around us, waiting for our trust. 

All: God is here, and we will hear, 
trusting in our faith that nourishes us.  

One: We come ready to receive life in all its abundance. 
God is providing for us. 
God has a purpose for us! 

All: God speaks to us with challenge, 
and prepares us to again go forth in truth. 

One: Surely, God will help us wherever we go. 
All: And so, we give thanks in worship today! 
 

*HYMN God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness ABBOTT’S LEIGH 
 (VU #260, on screen)   

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Come closer to us, O God, 
reconcile us to our brothers and sisters. 
Care for our ageing generations. 
Forgive us for our wrongdoing 
Protect us from our future famine. 
Draw us nearer to each other through you. 
Embrace with us, weep with us, that we may be family again.  

 We are not what we wish we were; 
we are often only what we desire. 

 We are love, when we love one another. 
We are strife, when we judge the other as less worthy than 
ourselves.  We are how we consider the other. 

 Help us, O God, to be so much more. 
More in who we are. 
More in how we act. 
More in what we dream. 
More in how we love. 
Let us become the more that you intended in your dreams for 
us, as we follow in Christ’ Way. 

 Amen.  

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 37 with thanks to Christopher David 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Sarah Knapp 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  God of this City Bluetree (Boyd, et al.)
  Sounds of the Spirit 
 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 6:27-38 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 
MESSAGE A Good Measure Rev. Hank Fairman 
 

*HYMN We Plant a Grain of Mustard Seed NEW BEGINNINGS 
 (NCH #540, on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
   arr. Mark Hayes 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 Mercy is love that demands we put our skin in the game.  

God bless our offerings as you have blessed our bodies and 
lives.  Help us give more of ourselves, hearts, and resources to 
see your merciful love embodied in all of us. Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 
 

*HYMN  God of Change and Glory KATHERINE 
 (NCH #177 vv. 1,2,4, on screen)  
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Go Light Your World Christopher Rice 
  Sounds of the Spirit 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY, 2/21 

The Church office will be closed. 
 

PARENTS’ RETREAT 
Sunday, 2/27/2022, 4:30-6:30 pm 

All parents of children and youth are invited to gather at Bourbons 
on Main for community, refreshments, and conversation about the 
spiritual needs of the young people in your care. Childcare will be 
provided at the church during the retreat. Please contact Rev. Rachel 
with questions or to RSVP. 

 
SPRING SMALL GROUPS  

Beginning in March  
Are you a master gardener? Do you bake amazing pies? Are you a 

contemplative? Can you repair a bike tire? Do you reflect on your Bible 
reading every day? Are you willing to share your skills, gifts, passions, 
and experience with others? 

We are beginning “mini-groups,” places to share our unique 
interests and skills with others. Each group will meet for 3-4 sessions, 
allowing everyone to experience different faith practices and personal 
interests. Interested in helping with our first groups? Contact Pastor 
Hank or Pastor Rachel today! 

Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly 
connections with others in our church community, while enhancing 
your life through one of our amazing groups.  

Look to the March Tidings for a schedule of the first offerings! 
 

PREPARING FOR OUR LENTEN JOURNEY: 
Ash Wednesday 

Begin your Lenten Journey with the St. John UCC community. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 3/2. Drive-through Ash Imposition 
will be offered from 7:30-9:00 am. 

The day will conclude with a quiet, reflective service that will center 
us for the Lenten journey at 7:00 pm. We will celebrate Communion 
together as we prepare our hearts for this season of reflection and 
community. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
“COME TOGETHER”: a Lenten journey of Reconnecting 

Wednesday Lenten Series Begins 3/9 
Community Meal (with safer practices) – 6:00 pm 

Centering Worship and Discussion Series – 6:30-8:00 pm 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


