
 

 
 

For over 100  years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the 
Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a tangible expression of God’s 
love and light in the world. One of the four Special Mission Offerings of 
the United Church of Christ, the Christmas Fund provides UCC 
congregations and members an opportunity to reach out in 
kindheartedness to those who have faithfully shepherded our Church 
and who now find themselves facing unexpected financial needs.  

 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life 
through the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely, 
through our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to distant 
neighbors. 

"It wasn’t easy picking up the telephone to share with you my present 
situation. In fact, it was one of the most humiliating experiences of my life 
although it reminded me that grace still happens. Sometimes we as clergy 
persons lose sight of God’s grace when the negative stuff comes into our lives." 

These eloquent words are from a pastor who is the recipient of the caring 
and concern of those who contribute to the Christmas Fund Offering. 

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for 
the active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of 
Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering. 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the 
one above, but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and 
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income 
retirees. 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of 
retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing 
living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of 
renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOURS! 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, 12/25 10:00 am 

Come ring in the new year with a celebration of Advent songs and 
Christmas Carols as we share in our annual Christmastide Hymn Sing. 
Raise your voice in angel-like praise! 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us today. Our 
faith community hopes you will find the celebration to be meaningful 

and inspiring, and that God’s Spirit will inspire you today. 
To learn about St John UCC and our ministry in Freeport and around 
the world, please visit the links below: 

 Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 Facebook:       www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 
For Children and Hearing receivers are available. Please ask an 
usher.  

Our worship service is broadcast in our Chapel Hearth Room for 
your convenience, if sitting in the pews is physically difficult or you are 
concerned your presence in the sanctuary may be a disruption.  

Please remember to silence your cell phone during worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
December 24, 2022 ● 5:00 pm 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

 

INTROIT What a Glorious Night Brown, Smith, et.al 
  Sounds of the Spirit 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth, 

All: There is room here for you. 

One: If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest, 

All: There is a seat here for you. 

One: If you are like the wise ones, 
and you are looking for a sign, 

All: These candles are here for you. 

One: If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing, 

All: There is a melody here for you. 

One: Come in. You are in God’s house. 
Love was born tonight, and there is love here for you. 

All: Christ is born!  Let us praise God! 
Let us worship the God of love. 

 

*HYMN #182 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able 
(in body or spirit). 
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LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE The Priewe Family 
One: This Advent, we have waited. 

We have waited for family to arrive.  

Another: We have waited in department store lines.  
We have waited for the casseroles to bake.  

All: We have waited, singing, 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  
We have waited for snow to fall.  

One: We have waited by fireplaces and around dinner tables. 
We have waited to raise our candles.  

Another: We have waited to sing “Silent Night.” 
We have waited for the magic of this night.  

All: Anow the wait is over. It is Christmas, 
which means God is here and you are loved.  

One: May that truth change you. May it inspire you, challenge 
you, and burn in you like the light from these candles.  

All: For tonight we light the candles of hope, peace, 
love, and joy to remind us of our journey to this 
space. And to those lights we add the Christ candle, 
for the wait is over.  

 Love is here. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Response A Candle Is Burning AWAY IN A MANGER 
(VU #6, v. 5, on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 The envelope offering this evening is for The Christmas Fund. 
 Please make your check payable to St. John UCC with memo 
 “Christmas Fund Offering.” Thank you for your generosity. 

 Offering Song Come, O Come, Emmanuel Lloyd Larson 
  The Bell Choir 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God of kings and shepherds, God of teenage mothers and step-
parents, God of angel choruses and starlight – We have waited! 
We have waited to extend grace, to say, “I love you.”, to do 
justice, build kindness, to share comfort with our neighbors.  

 We are done waiting. We share our gifts, and witness the Light, 
to be the body of Christ. Remind us of your love for this world, 
which can’t wait. In your name we celebrate and pray. Amen. 

THE SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Choir Carol Love Came Down at Christmas Rossetti/Carter 
 The Chancel Choir 

 

The Prophesy Isaiah 11:1-3, 6-9 Rebecca Noble 

Carol #154 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

 

The Prophesy Micah 5:2-4 Elliot Fairman 

Choir Carol It Came Upon a Midnight Clear arr. B. Kinyon 
 The Bell Choir 

 

Gabriel and Joseph Matthew 1:18-25 Fiona Hughes 

Instrumental Duet O Little Town of Bethlehem Joel Raney 
 Randy Cook & Judi Buus 

 

Gabriel and Mary Luke 1:26-35, 38 Emily Kubatzke 

Carol # 170 My Soul Proclaims with Wonder WALNUT 

 

The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7 Maxen Hughes 

Instrumental Solo What Child is This? arr. L. Shackley 
 Allie Daggert, Viola 

 

The Angels and Shepherds Luke 2:8-14 Levi Graybill 

Choir Carol  There’s a New Kid in Town Witley, Putman, Cook 
 Sounds of the Spirit 

 During this song, the angels, shepherds, and animals gather at the Manger. 

Carol #203 Away in a Manger AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

The First Proclamation Luke 2:15-20 Addisyn Shaffer 

Carol #179, vv. 1, 2, 4 Joy to the World! ANTIOCH 

 During this song, the angels and shepherds return to their families 

 

The Light of the Word John 1:1-14 (adapted) Sarah Priewe 

Choir Carol On This Night Price/Besig 
 The Chancel Choir 

 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS 

A Christmas Prayer 

  and The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 

Lighting the Christmas Candles  The Bell Choir 

  The ushers will pass among us light from the Christ candle. 

  Please keep lighted candles upright when passing the flame. 

 

*HYMN (on screen) Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 

 

*BENEDICTION 

  The candles have been lit – light in the depth of night. 
 The story has been told – live it, now, every day: 
 this hope, this peace, this joy, this love. 
God has reminded the world that there is a new beginning, 
 a new hope, a new way in the birth of Jesus, the Christ, 
 God with us, Emmanuel. 

 

  You may take your candle with you as you depart. 

  Please leave the safety cup in the box  
 near the main sanctuary door for next years’ service. 

 

*POSTLUDE Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Heather Sorenson 
 from “Christmas Fantasia” 
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