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December 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

WELCOME TO ADVENT: 
A SEASON OF LIGHT AND EXPECTATION 

 Come gather at Christ’s Table and start the Advent season with the community 
at St. John UCC. With the young spirit of our elders and the sage words of our 
youth, we gather to remember the stories that lead us again to seek the Christ, a 
child in a manger. From the tales of inexperienced parents, to unexpecting shep-
herds, to impatient angels, to unsure mystics, we gather in God’s still-speaking 
word for our time and place. 

 Throughout the season of Advent, our church will explore the theme What 
Can’t Wait, with the help of art and devotional reflections from A Sanctified Art, a 
collective of artists who create resources for worshipping communities. 

Can’t wait?  Good!  Read more on p. 3 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: ISAIAH 
12/4, 12/11, & 12/18, 11:30AM-12:15PM 

 Join Rev. Rachel in Chapel Hearth after worship to explore one of the most beloved 
and oft-quoted Biblical prophets. We will read some of our Advent lectionary passages and 
think together about the impact of Isaiah on Christianity and our world.  

 No outside reading is necessary, but if you are looking for a supplemental Advent book, 
this study will draw from Tyler Mayfield's Unto Us a Child Is Born: Isaiah, Advent, and Our 
Jewish Neighbors. Refreshments will be provided.  

 
A CUP OF FELLOWSHIP 

Our weekly Coffee and Fellowship Hour resumes 
weekly this month. Hosts are needed to prepare treats 
and share in our extravagant welcome.  

Hope pouring out? Pick your week on p. 7 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

 Devotionals that follow our Ad-
vent theme, What Can’t Wait, as 
well as the UCC Stillspeaking Writers’ 
Group devotionals, are available for 
personal and family reflections 
throughout the Advent season. 

Pick one (or more) up in the Narthex.  
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TENDING OUR GENEROUS SPIRIT 

Growing a culture of generosity in our 
congregation requires more than one person, or a 
small group. Being faithful in our generosity takes each 
of us! Thank you all for sharing in the spiritual 
adventure of this year’s Annual Campaign and Rooted in 
Generosity Reflection Series.  

The Church Council and the Development Team 
are working to meet the mission needs outlined in the 
projected budget for 2023. Last month, we shared the 
Narrative Budget for the coming year, with an estimated 
amount of $468,000.  

The chart below shows the many different ways 
our ministry is supported each year. About three-
quarters of the financial support for our ministry 
comes from members and friends like us. Some give as 
a Faith Promise, making an annual commitment during 
the campaign. Other members of our community give 
regularly, and are “identified” for their year-to-year 
support. And still more share generously as the Spirit 
moves them. 

OUR GENEROUS ROOTS 
SHOW IN MANY WAYS 

This month we lift up a thanksgiving for your 
generous spirit in the Annual Campaign, and share 
information on how we fund our budget. As of 11/28, 
our faith community has committed over $158,000 
from our Faith Promises. This amount of support is 
already $10,000 beyond last year’s commitments, and 
the Development Team expects a stronger response as 
we come to year’s end. We also lift up a thankful 
prayer to those generous “identified” supporters of St. 
John UCC’s ministry. In 2022, your gifts of over 
$86,000 provided for essential support for our 
congregation. Yes, the Development Team is aware 
that we’re not all-the-way to our projected need. 
Together, we will continue to raise our generous 
spirits, to meet our vision and commitments with joy! 

And wait!  There’s more - because God’s generous 
spirit provided us with opportunities beyond the 
basics! The Building Fund raised over $7,000 for 
necessary improvements. Our special collections raised 
more than $2,500 for Youth Ministry and seasonal 
programming. And our monthly Change for Change 
cups shared over $1,000 for their targeted missions. 

We have the ability, and the passion to meet all of 
our needs. And together, one in Christ, we will rise to 
our needs and meet our call to be the church God is 
calling us to be in Freeport and beyond.  

Ordinary Income  

Faith Promise & Iden fied Contribu ons   $345,000 

Cash Offering   $2,000 

Special Offerings   $3,200 

Fund Raising Income   $5,000 

Facili es Usage   $38,000 

Grants and Reimbursements   $15,000 

Misc. Income   $1,000 

Special Income  

Goodwill from Endowment  $30,000 

Janshen Trust Budget Support  $30,000 

Total Income $469,200 

St. John UCC Es mated Projected Income - FY 2023  

2022 END OF YEAR GENEROSITY  

Your end-of year generosity helps us be ready for 
the mission and ministry needs that come as the next 
year begins. The last day to receive gifts toward fiscal 
year 2022 is 12/30/22.. Gifts received after 12:00 pm 
on that date will be credited in the new year. 
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ADVENT: A SEASON OF LIGHT AND EXPECATION 
Welcome To Advent (Continued) 

It is an intriguing statement and question, because 
Advent is, at its root, a season of waiting. Through po-
etry, visual art, and centering reflection and journaling, 
we will think and feel and live through this paradox. 
We will ponder our needs in this time of rebirthing, 
and the needs of our world that are too urgent to wait 
- things that require our immediate attention and ac-
tion. 

Advent is already full of paradoxes: the birth of a 
baby who has already been born; the coming of Christ 
who is already with us; the scripture’s call to see God’s 
future in the witness of the prophet’s past vision. The 
candles lit against the shadow of the night tell us: 

Hope can’t wait. Peace can’t wait.  
Joy can’t wait. Love can’t wait. 

And, for our hurting and healing world, their glow 
reminds us: Equity and Equality can’t wait. Inclusion and 
Affirmation can’t wait. Justice can’t wait. 

In this season we can’t wait, because Christ’s Way 
calls us out of our everyday, to look for the wisdom of 
the prophets in our time. It calls us to sing out with an 
angelic chorus in a celebration of unity. It calls us to 
seek out the ways to heal our world, even through we 
are sore and terrified. It calls us to be the church, with 
all of the costs and joys it takes, to serve our commu-
nity and our world. 

Come, hear the call and celebrate God’s light! 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREES 

Families have the opportunity to decorate a tree to 
stand in the church Narthex this Advent season. Bring 
decorations from your home and share your family’s 
style with the congregation! There is no cost to partici-
pate this year.  

Please contact the church office to schedule a time 
for your family to come decorate a tree! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

You are invited to “remember a loved one or hon-
or a family member” by placing a poinsettia in our 
sanctuary at Christmas. We are offering 6” potted 
plants at $20 each. Take your plant home after Christ-
mas Eve, or the flower can be delivered to a shut-in. 
Order forms will be available in the Narthex 

Please return your form to the church office by 12/9. 

 
A Sanctified Art is our partner in this year’s Advent liturgy, devotionals and reflection. This is a collective of 

artists who create resources for worshiping communities. The A Sanctified Art team works collaboratively to 
bring scripture and theological themes to life through film, visual art, curriculum, coloring pages, liturgy, graphic 
designs, and more. Their mission is to empower churches with resources to inspire creativity in worship and be-
yond. Driven by the connective and prophetic power of art, they believe that art helps us connect our hearts with 
our hands, our faith with our lives, and our mess with our God.  Learn more about their work at: sanctifiedart.org 
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PROMOTING RACIAL EQUITY IN FREEPORT 
PANEL DISCUSSION 

1/14, 2:00-3:00pm 

The Racial Justice Team invites you to a panel dis-
cussion on promoting racial equity in Freeport. The 
panel will feature speakers from local organizations 
actively working on racial equity initiatives. Look to 
the January edition of the Tidings for more infor-
mation! 

 
FACC CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

Each December FACC asks the member churches 
to donate items for the FACC Christmas baskets. This 
year we are asked to donate 110 bottles of unrefrigerat-
ed fruit juices. Donations due by Monday, 12/12. 

 
Please add yours to the collection carts 

in the entryway. 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening.  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

September 3,292 kWh 2774 kWh -518 kWh 

October 4,700 kWh 2504 kWh -2,196 kWh 

November 3,816 kWh 4128 kWh 312 kwh 

OUR MISSION AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENTS 
The Mission and Outreach Leadership Team has 

determined the recipients of  our  Mission Grants for 
the 2022 application cycle. Thanks to the generosity of 
St. John members and friends, we are able to share our 
blessings, supporting organizations doing vital work in 
our community and around the country. The Team 
looks forward to sharing more about these organiza-
tions and their work in the coming year. 

Congratulations to our grant recipients: 

Back Bay Mission 

Global Ministries (UCC & DOC) Child Sponsorship 

Emmaus House 

Faith in Place 

Neighbor to Neighbor 

CONTACT of Northern Illinois 

Freeport Area Church Cooperative 

Rebuilding Together Stephenson County 

VOICES of Stephenson County 

Our summer Solar Energy production “banked” enough credits to pay 
for the electricity supply charges in November! The average electrical 
utility bill for the last six months of 2022 was $142 per month! 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and 
hosted by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

December Schedule 

  12/7  Giving Gifts 
  12/14 Holiday Party—Last Meeting of 2022! 
     See you in January! 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 
CHILDREN ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

Children attending our 5:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Worship Service will have a few ways to participate.  

First, as is our tradition, children will be invited to 
put on costumes at church and represent the Nativity 
story during the service. If your child plans to partici-
pate, our teachers request that they come to church as 
often as possible during Advent, at least once or twice. 
This will allow teachers time to fit children for cos-
tumes and plan for this portion of Christmas Eve.   

Second, older children will be invited to lead wor-
ship during the Lessons and Carols. Rev. Rachel will 
reach out to families of children in the applicable age 
group. Please be on the lookout for that invitation.  

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to 
younger children through Montessori-style play and 
materials. December’s lessons will include: 

  12/4  Advent 2  (The Holy Family) 
  12/11 Advent 3 (The Shepherds) 
  12/18  Advent 4 (The Wise Men & Christmas)  
  12/25 No Class—Hymn Sing in Worship 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary 
and middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

December’s lessons will include: 

  12/4   The Annunciation 

  12/11  Mary Visits Elizabeth 
  12/ 18 Jesus is Born 
  12/25 No Class—Hymn Sing in Worship 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for 
LGBTQ youth, adults, and those who love and sup-
port them. PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, 
on the first Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be December 5. 

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room. 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 1/5 - 9:00 AM 

Coffee, friendship, and more! 

Welcome friends, old and new, hearing about their 
life’s adventures. Share a muffin or cookie. Give a 
hand with church projects and mailings. Prepare our 
worship and fellowship spaces for Sunday morning. 
All are welcome! 

 
SUNDAY FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 
Library 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness. This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith. 

 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE CIRCLE 
12/27 6:00-7:00pm 

Chapel Hearth Room 

 All are welcome to attend the second meeting of a 
new group to deepen our spiritual lives! The group is 
studying “A Spiritual Life” by Rev. Bobbie McKay, 
Ph.D, a resource developed over many years and test-
ed in a variety of UCC churches. Gatherings are 
monthly and last for just one hour.  
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell & Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

12/03 Ray Nieman 

12/07 Vicki Standley 

12/09 Jack Krumm 

12/10 Mary Beth 
Whiton 

12/11 Patrick Busker 

12/12 Colin Ebbers 

 Joy Busker 

12/16 Thompson 
Brandt 

12/20 Holly Edler 

 Kerrigan Pohl 

12/23 Judy Barney 

12/24 Ruth Olson 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

12/23  Marvin & Sandy 
DeBoer 

12/29 Jeff & Sally   
Wagner  

 

A CUP OF FELLOWSHIP 

Our weekly Coffee and Fellowship Hour resumes  
this month. Hosts are needed to prepare treats and 
share in our extravagant welcome.  

Share in our extravagant hospitality each week, 
sharing four-dozen cookies, servings of fresh fruit, 
muffins, bars, etc. Please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the narthex or call the church office to reserve your 
week. Also, please plan to help share in setting up, 
serving, and clearing the hospitality station at the end 
of the hour. 

 

 

MITTEN TREE 

From November to December, our congregation 
works with Amity’s Daycare collecting mittens, hats, 
and gloves. Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, 
sweaters, and heavy socks, and boots are appreciated. 

Please place your donations 
on the Christmas tree in the entry way 

or in the baskets surrounding it. 
 

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

The church office will be open my appointment 
only from Monday, 12/26/22 to Monday 1/2/23. 
Please contact the staff by email or cell phone during 
this holiday week. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

COME AND CELEBRATE ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, AND THE NEW YEAR AT ST. JOHN UCC 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent, 
 “Hope Can’t Wait” 

Come share the expectation of the season with the mu-
sic ministry of Carl and Dianna Cole, sharing their Gos-
pel and Jazz songs of praise and worship. 

December 4 Second Sunday of Advent, 
 “Peace Can’t Wait” 

Come gather at Christ’s Table and continue the season 
with The Bell Choir, and their Advent anthem to center 
our hearts in peace. 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent, 
 “Joy Can’t Wait” 

Come and ring in the season with the Bell Choir, 
Sounds of the Spirit, Chancel Choir, and others! We will 
also extend our extravagant welcome, welcoming friends 
and guests in worship.  

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
 “Love Can’t Wait” 

Come, sing out with joy!  Start the Christmas week with 
the music ministry of Carl and Dianna Cole, welcoming 
us into Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is 
born anew in our hearts! A Candlelight celebration of 
Lessons and Carols begins at 5:00 pm for all ages.  

December 25 Christmas Hymn Sing 

O Come, all Ye Faithful and celebrate the Christmas 
weekend, singing the carols together! 

January 1 New Year’s Day  

Come gather at Christ’s Table in Communion and wel-
come in the New Year. We will test the time to see what 
God is bringing into being in this renewed counting of 
days. 


