
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way home. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 
ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 
around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages to 
join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based faith 
formation in Room S4. 

Whirl welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible stories, ask 
questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
This season’s liturgy is adapted from What Can’t Wait, a seasonal 
resource for Advent from written by Sarah Are, © 2017, A Sanctified Art 
sanctifiedart.org 
 

 

 
PEACE WITHOUT YOUR WALLS 

BY LAUREN WRIGHT PITTMAN 

INSPIRED BY PSALM 122 

 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
What Can’t Wait: Hope Can’t Wait 

November 27, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Neale, arr. C. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Diane Jochum 
One: Hope is gravity for the broken— 

All: Pulling us up. 

One: Hope is manna in the wilderness 

All: When we want to give up. 

One: Hope is seeing stars in the city 

All: When we forget the sky is there. 

One: Hope is the anthem of faith 

All: And the reason we’re here. 

One: So come to this place with your hopes and your fears, 

All: For the God of new life is drawing near. 

One: Let us worship our God of Hope.  

 

*HYMN (WAR #153) Come Thou Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used 
with their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 



GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Lighting of Advent Candles  The Valkema Family 

One: I will wait for coffee to brew. 
I will wait for traffic to clear. 

Another: I will wait for fruit to ripen. 
I will wait for flowers to grow. 

All: I will wait for seasons to change. 
I will wait for the sun to rise. 

One: I will wait for you to say sorry. 
I will wait for the doctor to call. 

Another: I will wait for the weekend to arrive. 
I will wait for my baby’s first words. 

All: I will wait for Christmas to arrive. 
I will wait for a lot of things, 
but I will not wait for hope. 

One: I cannot wait for hope, 
because I want to live with hope— 
today and every day. 

Another: I want to roll my sleeves up and get to work— 
living, serving, giving, and transforming 
with the hope of a better day. 

All: So today we light the candle of hope as a reminder 
and as a prayer that we might stop waiting and start 
living, stop watching and start moving. 

 May the light of this candle burn inside us this week—
inspiring hope and action for God’s promised day. 
Amen. 

 

 Response A Candle Is Burning AWAY IN A MANGER 
  (VU #6, v. 1, on screen) 

 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

  Theodore Patrick Valkema, child of Kyle and Tiffany Valkema 

 Congregational Welcome 

One: Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 
your love, support, and care to the one about to be 
baptized, as they live and grow in Christ? 

All: We promise our love, support, and care. 

 Baptism Song Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART
  (NCH #325, vv.1, 3 on screen) 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Psalm 122  NRSV, Updated Edition 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Tim Ebbers 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing Robinson, arr. C. Cole 
   Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Isaiah 2:1-5  NRSV, Updated Edition 
 

MESSAGE Hope Can’t Wait Rev. Rachel Kirk 
 

*HYMN (WAR #232) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent PICARDY 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Offering Song O Little Town of Bethlehem Brooks, arr. C. Cole 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 Gracious God, you paint a picture of a better world— 

A world of peace and joy, of equality and grace. 
 You ask us to be brave, and you ask us to speak out. 

You ask us to listen, and you ask us to hope. 
 Bless us, as we bless these gifts, 

for all the ways we are works in progress. 
Fill our hearts with a hope that won’t let go. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

 
 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

*HYMN Keep Awake, Be Always Ready WACHET AUF 
 (WAR #342, on screen) 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*RESPONSE Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN 42 
 (WAR 155, v.1) 
 

POSTLUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Reprise)  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
TODAY, following worship 

Join for a fellowship brunch and an afternoon of preparing the church for 
the holidays. This event is for all ages and abilities.  
 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: ISAIAH 
12/4, 12/11, & 12/18, 11:30am-12:15pm 

Join Rev. Rachel in Chapel Hearth to explore one of the most beloved and 
oft-quoted Biblical prophets. We will read some of our Advent lectionary 
passages and think together about the impact of Isaiah on Christianity and 
our world.  
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
You are invited to “remember a loved one or honor a family member” by 
placing a poinsettia in our sanctuary at Christmas. We are offering 6” 
potted plants at $20 each. Take your plant home after Christmas Eve, or 
the flower can be delivered to a shut-in. Order forms will be available in 
the Narthex or in the Office. 

Please return your form to the church office by 12/9. 
 

MITTEN TREE AND CHRISTMAS CLOSET 
From November to December, our congregation works with Amity Kids’, 
collecting mittens, hats, and gloves (no scarves please). Additionally, 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, sweaters, coats, heavy socks, and boots are 
appreciated. 
  St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming, Racial Justice Congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 

 



COME AND CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
AT ST. JOHN UCC 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

Come share the expectation of the season with the music ministry of 
Carl and Dianna Cole, sharing their Gospel and Jazz songs of praise and 
worship.  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 
God’s Spirit of hope calls us into tomorrow’s promise. Begin the new 
church year as we light the candle of Hope.  

December 4 Second Sunday of Advent 

Come gather at Christ’s Table and start the season with The Bell Choir, 
and their Advent anthem to center our hearts in peace. We will share in 
Communion together, as we worship in person and at our homes. We 
will hear the old stories of the Prophets and light the candle of Peace, 
turning our prayers for the future. 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent 

Come and ring in the season with the Bell Choir, Sounds of the Spirit, 
Chancel Choir, and others! We will also extend our extravagant 
welcome, welcoming friends and guests in worship. With the shepherds, 
we wait, not expecting what will come There is a place for you on the 
hillside as we continue the season, lighting the candle of Joy. 

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Come, sing out with joy!  Start the Christmas week with the music 
ministry of Carl and Dianna Cole. Hear the Good News of Christmas, 
shared by our children and Lift your voice together with the whole 
congregation as we light the candle of Love.  

December 24 Christmas Eve 

Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is born anew in our 
hearts! Worship for all ages begins at 5:00 pm. Share in the songs and 
scriptures of the Lessons and Carols service. Close the Christmas night 
with candlelight. Come and praise as we light the candle of Christ. 

December 25 Christmas Hymn Sing 

O Come, all Ye Faithful and celebrate the Christmas weekend, singing the 
carols together! 

January 1 New Year’s Day  

Come gather at Christ’s Table and welcome in the New Year. We will 
share in Communion together, as we worship in person and at our 
homes. We will test the time to see what God is bringing into being in 
this renewed counting of days. 

 




