
1  

 

November 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 
TOTENFEST 

November 6, during worship 

 Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 
place on the first Sunday in November as part of 
morning worship. We will remember our members 
and friends who have died during this past year. We 
will read their names, and recall their lives with can-
dles, prayer, scripture, and song.  

 

 
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN & 

3-WEEK SERIES ON FAITH AND GIVING 

 During this next season, our community at St. John 
UCC is going to be intentional about how we respond 
to the variety of invitations to Generosity and how 
those invitations spur us along in our faith. In particu-
lar, we will focus about what it means to gather at the 
sacred table, and how being welcomed there calls us to 
become agents of grace. 

See page 2 for more information on how we’ll be doing this!  

 
ADVENT’S LIGHT BEGINS SHINING 

ON NOVEMBER 27 

Come gather at Christ’s Table and start the Ad-
vent season in the right spirit. The Advent season 
begins four Sundays before Christmas, and ends on 
Christmas Eve. Join us in the Sanctuary or on Fa-
cebook Live each week to celebrate the season of 
light and hope. Each week will add more to the 
Advent in music, in scripture, in story, building up 
our great expectation for the coming of Christ’s 
Light. 

One of the great traditions of sharing our faith 
across the generations is our preparing for Advent 
and Christmas: The Hanging of the Greens. On 
11/27, we will gather for a fellowship of preparing 
the church for the holidays. 

This event is for all ages, all abilities, and all 
gifts. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex so we know how many to expect for our 
decorating. For more information, please contact 
Pam Wessel. 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome here,  

as we light the candles of 
Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy. 
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TENDING OUR GENEROUS SPIRIT 

“Rooted in Generosity” 
a Three-Week Series, on Faith and Giving 
Sunday Mornings 10/30-11/13, 11:15 am 

 Growing a culture of generosity in our congregation 
requires more than one person, or a small group. Being 
faithful in our generosity takes each of us! 

 This past summer, our Finance and Resource 
Development Team shared in a Midwest Cohort of 
Cultivating Generous Congregations, a seminar program offered 
by the United Church of Christ and Lake Institute on Faith 
and Giving. They prayerfully learned how we map the new 
landscape of religious giving in today’s realities, and became 
“tooled up” to help our congregation build a culture of 
generosity unique to our needs and challenges.  

 Please join us in this spiritual adventure as we consider 
how we will respond to our call to be the church God 
needs us to be in Freeport and beyond. 

 

How we talk about our Generosity 
In Celebration, Mission, Outreach, and Partnership 

 We are a people of stories—and Biblically speaking, one 
story; the extravagant welcome and radical hospitality of 
Christ’s Way. We tell the story of our budget and ministry 
goals this year with a Narrative Budget. Our goal is to more 
fully communicate the reasons behind the budget—the 
ministries we seek to serve together. 

 But what is a “Narrative Budget?” A Narrative Budget 
as a way of talking about the future needs of the church to 
carry out its mission and ministry. Rather than simply 
presenting a spreadsheet style budget the Narrative Budget 
(as the name implies) tells a story. This year, our story 
“adds up” to a whole lot more than dollars and cents. Our 
story is one that changes lives and heals God’s creation. 
Our estimate for the 2023 budget is around $468,000. 
Take a look how our narrative lives out our mission : 

teaching and worship, $152,743  32.69% 
 Weekly faith formation for children and youth through Godly Play 

and Whirl and Partnering with our Illinois Conference UCC Sum-
mer Camps 

 Hosting regular age- and life-stage specific events and multi-
generational experiences, and offering spiritual retreats, Advent 
and Lenten Reflections, focused programs, and discussion series 

 Sharing our extravagant welcome to every person who shares in 
worship, using modern technology for projection, recording, and 
streaming worship experiences, and lifting our musical gifts in 
shared voice and in instrumental music 

fellowship & partnership, $104,845 22.44% 

 Sustaining an active presence in the lives of community youth, 
providing staffing and resources for Helix Youth Outreach 

 Ensuring the extravagant welcome for the LGBTQ+ and support-
ing communities in PRISM 

 Continuing partnerships with Scout Troop 4 and Cub Scout Pack 
839, Freeport Choral Society and Camera Club, and Northwest 
Illinois Audubon Society 

 Sharing the church campus with CareerTEC 

welcome and justice, $104,349 22.33% 
 Standing in solidarity with racial and social justice by living out our 

Racial Justice Congregation Covenant, partnering with NAACP-
Freeport Branch 

 Caring for Creation locally, regionally, and globally, and “Green 
Justice” in the witness of the Solar Energy Project 

 Working to end hunger through the CROP Walk, and serving 
meals at the Chicago Avenue Mission, ensuring that their clients 
get a good, healthy supper every Wednesday night 

 Celebrating Pride in Freeport and worldwide with UCC 

prayerful outreach, $105,334 21.53% 
 Mission Grant partnerships with Freeport Area Church Cooperative 

(FACC), VOICES of Stephenson County, CONTACT and other local 
and golobal mission partners 

 Change for Change and special collections Our Church’s Wider Mission 
in the Prairie Association, the Illinois Conference, and the United 
Church of Christ 

 Bringing rejuvenation through Rebuilding Together-Stephenson County 
 Sharing in local initiatives like Paint the Port that uniting our com-

munity more fully in its diversity 

St. John UCC Projected Budget FY 2023  $467,272 
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OUR MISSION AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
Monday, November 21 7:00pm 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our community
-wide Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. All 
are invited to share in a spirit of unity with the many 
and various faith communities in our city and sur-
rounding area. 

This year, the service will take place at St. John UCC, 
with Pastor Natarsha Gardner of First United Meth-
odist Church of Freeport preaching. 

The collected plate offering for the evening will help 
fund the FSD 145 Shoe Fund. This fund was created 
in 2018 through the generous donations of the local 
churches in Freeport to provide winter-appropriate 
footwear for children and youth. 

This year, our tradition of a second “offering” of 
socks will also be taken, because every good pair of 
shoes needs a good pair of socks. Throughout the 
month of November, every local church is challenged 
to collect new socks in sizes ranging from Pre-K chil-
dren to High School youth. 

The socks will be dedicated at the Thanksgiving Ser-
vice, and immediately taken to the Family Resource 
Coordinators at the schools for distribution. 

Look for the Laundry Basket in the Narthex, 
and warm some feet today! 

Kids’ Sizes 4-13 
Younger Youth sizes 1-10 
Older Youth sizes S-XL 

 
MOVIE NIGHT: HARRIET (2019) 

Wednesday, November 16, 6:00-8:00pm 

 The Racial Justice Team invites you to a screening 
of Harriet, a biographical film based on the life of Har-
riet Tubman, in the Chapel Hearth Room. Join for 
snacks and drinks, and feel free to bring a brown bag 
supper if you like.  Please contact the church office or 
sign up in the Narthex if you plan to attend. 

 

 

MISSION GRANTS UPDATE 
The Mission and Outreach Leadership Team has re-
ceived applications for the 2022 cycle of our Mission 
Grant program. The Team will be reviewing these ap-
plications in the coming weeks and notifying appli-
cants of their status. Thanks to the generosity of St. 
John members and friends, we are able to share our 
blessings, supporting organizations doing vital work in 
our community and around the country.  

 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

July 2,967 kWh 3,878 kWh 911 kWh 

August 3,292 kWh 2774 kWh -518 kWh 

September 4,700 kWh 2504 kWh -2,196 kWh 



4  

 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

 Our congregation’s generous support of the Food 
Pantry at FACC and its clients offers us a way to 
spread care and compassion throughout the year. In 
November we are asked to collect 

 
Canned Tomatoes or Sauce 

Donations can be placed in the collection carts 
in the Atrium entryway. 

 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening. Your 
generous gift of time and love fills hungry people with 
food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 

COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

 
PASTOR HANK’S SABBATICAL  

An Update 

 It has been over a year since the Church Council 
and the Sabbatical Team began developing the pro-
gram of renewal and learning with Pastor Hank and 
the congregation. Central to this plan was funding 
through the National Clergy Renewal Program funded by 
Lilly Endowment. Unfortunately, our congregation 
was not a grant recipient for 2023. 

 The Sabbatical Team and Pastor Hank are prayer-
fully discerning how to proceed with developing the 
sabbatical time. The plan may be seeking other sources 
of funding, discerning a different sabbatical plan, or 
reapplying for the National Clergy Renewal Program, and 
delaying the sabbatical period to 2024. 

 We will have an update on the sabbatical plan be-
fore the end of the year. In this time of discernment, 
please do continue to pray for Pastor Hank and the 
Sabbatical Team as they dream with us all, answering 
the question: “What Makes Our Hearts Sing?” 

SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $30,423 $25,000 $5,423 

Total Income $36,378 $34,850 $1,528 

Total Expenses $42,510 $36,912 (-$5,598) 

YTD Income $293,212 $313,650 (-$20,438) 

YTD Expenses $331,885 $331,213 (-$672) 

YTD Total (-$38,673) (-$18,563) (-$20,110) 



5  

 

YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

November Schedule 

  11/2  Testing our Knowledge (Trivia!) 

  11/9   Participating in our Community  

  11/16 Observing Holidays and Traditions  

  11/23 Holiday—no meeting 

  11/30 Practicing Gratitude 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

       
 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS—ALL AGES 

Please mark your calendars for Hanging of the Greens 
on 11/27 following worship! Some of our Sunday 
School teachers will lead our younger members in 
making ornaments as part of the event.  

See page 1 for more information. 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to younger 
children through Montessori-style play and materials. 
November’s lessons will include: 

   11/6   The Exile and the Return  

   11/13 The Exodus 

   11/20  The Books of the Bible  

   11/27  Advent 1 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

November’s lessons will include: 

   11/6   Esther  

   11/13 Daniel  

   11/20  Jonah  

   11/27  Isaiah’s Words  
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be November 7. 

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room. 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 11/4 9AM 
Coffee, friendship, and more! 

Welcome friends, old and new, hearing about their life’s 
adventures. Share a muffin or cookie. Give a hand with 
church projects and mailings. Prepare our worship and 
fellowship spaces for Sunday morning. All are welcome! 

 
SUNDAY FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness. This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE 

 Can you share your time and gifts with our youth 
for a Sunday morning? There are many ways to help, 
and a schedule that can meet anyone’s availability! 

 Godly Play: Teachers and Helpers 

 Whirl: Teachers and Helpers 

 Infant Room: Volunteer Monitors 

Contact Rev. Rachel for more information! 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP 
Begins 11/15, 6:00-7:00pm 

 All are welcome to attend the first meeting of a new 
group to deepen our spiritual lives! The group will 
study “A Spiritual Life” by Rev. Bobbie McKay, Ph.D, 
a resource developed over many years and tested in a 
variety of UCC churches. 

 Rev. McKay states: 

“Spiritual life is an experience of the presence or action of 
God in my life which is transforming, which meant ‘God 
became Real’ in my life.’” 

Gatherings will be monthly and last for just one hour. 
If you are interested in joining or have questions, 
please contact Lisa Schubert, Judy Garkey, or Rev. Ra-
chel Kirk. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell & Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

11/04 Stanley Bomgarden 

Carlos Reyes 

11/06 David Crowell 

11/07 Marvin DeBoer 
Christina Fairman 

11/08 Daniel Kreeger 

11/12 Soren Musser 

11/14 Stan Smith 

11/17 Emily Kubatzke 

11/19 Vicki Spyrison 

11/20  Ryan Piefer 

11/23 Carl Roderick 

11/25 Carol Smith 

11/26 Tom Mathews 
Ellen Roderick 

11/27 Beth Slade 

11/28 Melinda Fruth 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11/13 Jim & Gwen Drew 

11/24 Bill & Ruth Kuntz 

11/25 Ken & Jill Collin 
Arnold & Mary Eder 
Jeff & Margaret 
Richardson 

11/27 Kenny & Andrea 
Schrock 

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

PIE BAKING 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team will be taking 
orders for pies for your Thanksgiving celebration. We 
will be making Pumpkin, Cherry, and Apple. 

Place your order on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Pick up 
will be Wednesday November 23th at 12pm. Cost is 
$12 each. Orders will be taken until November 12th. 

 

 

 

 

 

MITTEN TREE 

From November to December, our congregation 
works with Amity’s Daycare collecting mittens, hats, 
and gloves. Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, 
sweaters, and heavy socks, and boots are appreciated. 

Please place your donations 
on the Christmas tree in the entry way 

or in the baskets surrounding it. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: PRONOUN STICKERS 

  
Starting this month, you’ll  find pronoun stickers available in the church entryway. 
By putting one of these stickers on your nametag, you can indicate to others how 
you would like to be referred to: as “him,” “her,” “them,” or something else.  

This idea emerged from discussion at the program, “Evolving Language: Talking 
about Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation.” Practices of pronoun-sharing are 
becoming more common in churches like ours who take seriously our support of 
LGBTQ people. Using these stickers is an easy way to expand our extravagant 
welcome, particularly to transgender people.  

An article from the Human Rights Campaign states that “using a person’s chosen 
name and pronouns is essential to affirming their identity and showing basic re-
spect...The experience of accidentally misgendering someone can be difficult for 
both parties. Routinely asking and providing pronouns helps everyone avoid as-
sumptions and feel comfortable interacting.” (https://www.hrc.org/resources/
why-we-ask-each-other-our-pronouns) 

If you feel comfortable doing so, please grab a sticker for your name tag to show your support! 


