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October 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 
ST. JOHN UCC VOTES TO LIVE 

OUR FAITH OUT LOUD AS 
A RACIAL JUSTICE CHURCH 

 On Sunday, September 18, our congregation voted 
unanimously to affirm and adopt our “Racial Justice 
Church Covenant.” Since our founding, our congrega-
tion has embodied its extravagant welcome whenever 
civil rights and racial justice were challenged. 

 This covenant declares our commitment to live in 
Christ’s Way of  welcome for people of  all origins; to 
oppose racism in our community, nation, and world; 
and to engage in continual learning and promoting cul-
tural competency, equity, and justice for all of  God’s 
people.  

“At a time when racism seems to be becoming more pub-
licly acceptable, it is important for churches to make it 
clear that racism is incompatible with Christian faith,” 
Rev. Rachel Kirk said. “Jesus opposed all kinds of  op-
pression and injustice, and so do we.” 

Watch the Tidings, the church’s Facebook page, and 
website for more information on how our congrega-
tion is engaging in Racial Justice, demonstrating God’s 
love, and partnering with others who are working for 
the transformation of  racism in our world so that we 
might foster flourishing lives for all. 

 

STORYTELLING IN LAKOTA AND 
HO-CHUNK TRADITIONS 

Saturday, October 8 
2:00-3:30pm 

 The Racial Justice Team invites you to a family-
friendly event celebrating several Native American tra-
ditions. We will welcome Jerry Savage, an Elder of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, and Mike Kohr, sharing a tradi-
tional Lakota Teepee. Jerry and Mike will share stories 
from Ho-Chunk and Lakota cultures and discuss the 
importance of storytelling in Native traditions. 
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OUR MISSION AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

Sunday, October 2, 10:00 am 
 The first Sunday in October is designated as World 
Communion Sunday. Since 1933, Christian faith commu-
nities across the world, across the lines of denomina-
tion and theological interpretations of bread and cup, 
have come together on this day every year to be “One 
in Christ, and One in Mission.” 

 
 Have you missed singing in the choirs? How about 
ringing your handbells? Got a horn or flute to toot? 
Our Music Ministry groups are regathering for fall, 
winter, and beyond!  

 The choirs rehearse every Thursdays. Each group 
meets on a rotation built to accommodate our musi-
cian’s schedules. Interested? See Judi Buus for more 
details! 

Come, bring your joyful selves, 
and make a joyful sound for God! 

 

 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 

Collected Sunday, October 2 

 The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will re-
ceive on Sunday, October 2, supports the UCC’s min-
istries of justice and compassion throughout the Unit-
ed States. 

 Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s 
Justice and Local Church Ministries to fund a wide ar-
ray of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. Through our na-
tional Justice and Local Church Ministries office offers 
resources, news updates, and action alerts on a broad 
spectrum of justice issues. 

 One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s 
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). His-
torically, forebears of the UCC established churches 
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, 
Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Da-
kota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today there 
are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one 
urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. These churches and their pastors are sup-
ported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource 
for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other 
tribes and nations who are members of other UCC 
congregations in the U.S. 

 Thank you for your generous support of Our 
Church’s Wider Mission, and the Neighbors in Need 
Special Offering. 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

June 3,798 kWh 3,209 kWh -589 kWh 

July 2,967 kWh 3,878 kWh 911 kWh 

August 3,292 kWh 2774 kWh -518 kWh 
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TENDING OUR GENEROUS SPIRIT 

Our Calling and Journey 

 Throughout our faith journey, we are extended many 
invitations. From the invitation to make our confession of 
faith, to the invitation to care for a sick neighbor, to the 
invitation to bring food to the next church event, to the 
invitation to Christ’s Table, our life in a community of faith 
is full of invitations.  

 During this next season, our community at St. John 
UCC is going to be intentional about how we respond to 
the variety of invitations we receive and how those 
invitations spur us along in our faith development. In 
particular, we will focus about what it means to gather at 
the sacred table, and how being welcomed there calls us to 
become agents of grace. 

 

Bread, Cup, Faith, Giving 

 Our faithful financial stewardship is one way we are 
invited to respond to Christ’s invitation. Our generosity 
funds the mission and ministry that we are deploying as a 
sign that God’s Realm is among us. On October 23, we will 
gather for our annual Budget and Ministry Goals Meeting, 
and begin an intentional reflection titled From Bread and Cup 
to Faith and Giving as a preparation for determining our 
investment in the ministry and mission of our church. The 
time of study and reflection will culminate on Commitment 
Sunday as part of worship on November, 20. 

 God has done and continues to do remarkable things 
through us and with us – things that matter in our 
community. We know that when we gather together, God’s 
generosity shows us that there’s always enough! 

 The Finance and Resource Development Team thanks 
you in advance for your prayerful participation in this year’s 
Annual Campaign, and in our mission and ministry in 2023. 

 
ST. JOHN UCC 2022 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

“Rooted in Generosity” 
a Three-Week Series, on Faith and Giving 
Sunday Mornings 10/30-11/13, 11:15 am 

 Growing a culture of generosity in our congregation 
requires more than one person, or a small group. Being 
faithful in our generosity takes each of us! 

 This past summer, our Finance and Resource 
Development Team shared in a Midwest Cohort of 
Cultivating Generous Congregations, a seminar program offered 
by the United Church of Christ and Lake Institute on Faith 
and Giving. They prayerfully learned how we map the new 
landscape of religious giving in today’s realities, and became 
“tooled up” to help our congregation build a culture of 
generosity unique to our needs and challenges.  

 Starting October 30, Tim Ebbers and Jan Kunkle will 
lead a three-week series, sharing the wisdom from their 
learnings from the course. We will talk about together: 

 Our Generous Context; 

 Our Theology of Money; 

 Our Covenants as Members and Supporters 

Supporting our mission IS our ministry. This spiritual 
adventure is not a sales pitch. Rather it is a challenge for 
each of us to reflect on God’s gifts shared with us. 

 Please join us in this spiritual adventure as we consider 
how we will respond to our call to be the church God 
needs us to be in Freeport and beyond. 
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FACC FOOD PANTRY 

 Our congregation’s generous support of the Food 
Pantry at FACC and its clients offers us a way to 
spread care and compassion throughout the year. In 
October, we are asked to collect 

Canned Fruit 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts 

in the Atrium entryway. 

 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening. Your 
generous gift of time and love fills hungry people with 
food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 

COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

 
An Update on our Summer Giving Initiative 

 In August, the Church Council and Finance and Re-
source Development Teams wrote a letter to our con-
gregation, talking about the church’s general financial 
health. Summer is traditionally a hard time in church 
finances, and the radical increase in natural gas cost 
and several other unplanned expenditures exacerbated 
that. It became necessary for us to talk about that of-
ten unshared topic in churches: Money. 

 Their letter asked three things: Join in the fellow-
ship and celebration of worship on Sundays; consider a 
financial gift through a Faith Promise for 2022; and join 
in the special “Rooted in Generosity” initiative to 
strengthen our congregation’s stewardship. 

 At the time of this writing, you have generously 
shared $15,000 of the $40,000 goal. Thank you! 

 Thank you for embracing the Spirit of our ministry. 
Thank you for “stepping up to the plate” and strength-
ening our mission work locally and globally. Thank 
you for being the church that God calls us to be! 

AUGUST FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $22,119 $25,000 (-$2,881) 

Total Income $27,832 $34,850 (-$7,018) 

Total Expenses $21,722 $36,912 (-$15,190) 

YTD Income $256,495 $278,800 (-$22,305) 

YTD Expenses $289,226 $295,300 (-$6,074) 

YTD Total (-$32,731) (-$16,500) (-$16,231) 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

October Schedule 

  10/5  District Institute—No Meeting 

  10/12 HELIX: Painting with J&S Studios!  

  10/19 HELIX: Prepping for an Event  

  10/26 HELIX: Halloween Fun! 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

THIRD GRADE BIBLES 

It’s time to present our current third graders with their 
own Bibles from St. John. If you know of a third grad-
er who would like to receive a Bible, please contact 
Rev. Rachel by October 14. Bibles will be gifted in 
worship on Sunday, October 30. 

 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to younger 
children through Montessori-style play and materials. 
October’s lessons will include: 

   10/2  The Good Shepherd/ 

      World Communion  

   10/9  The Exodus 

   10/16  The Ten Best Ways 

   10/23 The Ark and the Tent 

   10/30 The Ark and the Temple 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

October’s lessons will include: 

   10/2   Rebekah and Isaac  

   10/9  Jacob  

   10/16 Joseph and His Brothers 

   10/23 Joseph in Egypt 

   10/30 Deborah 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be October 3. 

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room . 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 10/7 9AM 
Coffee, friendship, and more! 

Welcome friends, old and new, hearing about their life’s 
adventures. Share a muffin or cookie. Give a hand with 
church projects and mailings. Prepare our worship and 
fellowship spaces for Sunday morning. All are welcome! 

 
SUNDAY FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness. This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE 

 Can you share your time and gifts with our youth 
for a Sunday morning? There are many ways to help, 
and a schedule that can meet anyone’s availability! 

 Godly Play: Teachers and Helpers 

 WHIRL: Teachers and Helpers 

 Infant Room: Volunteer Monitors 

Contact Rev. Rachel for more information! 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP 
Begins 11/15, 6:00-7:00pm 

 All are welcome to attend the first meeting of a new 
group to deepen our spiritual lives! The group will 
study “A Spiritual Life” by Rev. Bobbie McKay, Ph.D, 
a resource developed over many years and tested in a 
variety of UCC churches. 

 Rev. McKay states: 

“Spiritual life is an experience of the presence or action of 
God in my life which is transforming, which meant ‘God 
became Real’ in my life.’” 

Gatherings will be monthly and last for just one hour. 
If you are interested in joining or have questions, 
please contact Lisa Schubert, Judy Garkey, or Rev. Ra-
chel Kirk. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell & Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

10/02 Sarah Priewe 

10/03 Susan Feagan 
Keith Hinrichs 

10/04 Donnley Dutcher 
Jacob Priewe 

10/07 Michelle 
Queckboerner 

10/08 Dylan Piefer 

10/10 Dennis Jochum 

10/11 Michele Piefer 

10/12  Mary Beach 

10/14 Glenn Under-
wood 

10/15 Andrea Hathaway 

10/16 Connie Orde 
Donna Ruthe 

10/18 Tim Campbell-
Outcault 

10/22 Barb Copus 

10/24 Marla Kreeger 

10/26 Jennifer Young 

10/27 Letty Bertram 

 Mary Geary 
Vanessa 
Gustofson 

10/28  Julie Dreibelbis 

10/29 Phil Copus 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

10/03 Lee & Nancy Otte 

10/07 Michael Stingley & 
Kevin Sounders 

10/08 Dale & Kelly 
Priewe   

10/10 Gwendolynne & 
Tara Boddie 

10/19 Ed & Connie Orde   

10/19 Jerry & Pat  
Schneiderman 

10/20 Colin & Kathryn 
Ebbers 

10/21 Glenn & Marilyn 
Underwood 

 
November 6, during worship 

 Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 
place on Sunday, November 6 during morning 
worship. We will remember our members and friends 
who have died during this past year. We will read their 
names, and recall their lives with candles, prayer, 
scripture, and song.  

 If you would like to have your loved one’s name 
read as part of the celebration, please email the church 
office with their name, photograph, birthday and date 
of death by Sunday, October 30. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: CROP WALK TO END HUNGER 

 The CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, 10/2/22, 
Walkers will gather at Debate Square, with registration 
at 1:00 pm and kickoff at 1:30 pm.  

 This fundraiser keeps 25% of donations right here 
in our community; the remainder goes to fight hunger 
worldwide. Everyone can help with this event! Spon-
sor a walker by contributing money, or walk 1, 2, or 5 
miles to earn sponsor money! We need both types of 
volunteers to make our drive successful! 

 Sign up at the table in the narthex, or call the 
church office to volunteer. 

Let's make St. John UCC a record-breaker in giving this year!  


