
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

January 23, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Bind Us Together Gillman; arr. Cole
  Carl & Dianna Cole 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Christina Fairman 

One: This day is holy to the Lord your God. 
All: Let us come ready to see, hear, 

and touch the Word of God. 
One: Do not mourn or weep, and do not be grieved. 
All: How can we be sad 

when we can experience God’s Word  
and know God’s love through our worship together? 

One:  The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
All: Let us come together to worship 

the God who gifts us and calls us 
in joy, strength, and love. 

 

*HYMN (WAR 649) Gather Us In GATHER US IN 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 
 God, you have given each of us many gifts, 

but sometimes we cannot recognize what gift we have to share, 
so we hide it under a bushel. 

 You remind us that all gifts are needed, 
but sometimes we let ourselves be convinced 
that some gifts are more special than others. 

 You call us to work, to live, to love 
together as parts of one body, 
but sometimes we decide that membership in the body 
is limited by our understandings. 

 From the times we have misunderstood the gifts that come 
from ear or eye, hand, or foot, 
inspire us today. 

 Guide our feet on your paths of peace; 
open our ears to hear the call for justice and welcome; 
hold our hands, as we reach out 
to hold those who feel least, lost, and lonely; 
and let our eyes see the image of your glory 
that shines in each person’s face. 

 For though we are many, we are one in you 
as we follow in Christ’s Way. Amen 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a, from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 19 with thanks to The Corner Room 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Sarah Knapp 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  We Are One in the Spirit Scholtes; arr. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 4:14-21 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE The Call Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

*HYMN (NCH 393) Bless Be the Tie that Binds DENNIS 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Everybody Ought to Praise the Lord  
   (Spiritual; arr. C. Cole) 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 God of gifts and unity, 

inspire us in your ways, that in our dreaming, hopes, and 
prayers, we become the fulfillment of all that you dream 
is possible in our world, our neighborhood, this place, 
and in each of us. 

 Bless our gifts, given in love; and bless our giftedness 
as we set out to serve.  Amen 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

*HYMN (GTG 757) Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples of the Lord 
   KINGSFOLD 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Everybody Ought to Praise the LORD (Reprise)  
   (Spiritual; arr. C. Cole) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORDINATION OF RACHEL KIRK 
TODAY!! 

United Church of Gainesville, Florida 
Live cast begins at 2:00 pm ET/1:00 pm CT 

Pastor Rachel Kirk will be ordained on 1/23/2022, at her home 
congregation, the United Church of Gainesville in Gainesville, Florida. 
The ordination will be livestreamed, so that all in our community can 
take part of this celebration of God’s work in our lives. 

We’ll host a viewing party at St. John UCC 
for the whole community to share 

in the service of ordination together. 

 

2022 CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 
1/30/2022, following worship 

All members of St. John United Church of Christ are called to a 
Congregational Meeting, January 30, 2022, following 10:00 morning 
worship; in accordance with Article V of the Constitution and Article I 
of the Bylaws of St. John UCC. 

The business to be conducted shall be: 

• The receipt of the 2021 annual financial reports 
• The approval of the 2022 budget 
• And any other business deemed appropriate by Church Council. 

Signed, 
/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council 

Copies of the annual ministry and financial reports and budget will be 
available one week prior to the meeting. 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
2/5/2022, 8:30-12:00 

The Church Council and Leadership Teams will meet for the annual 
visioning and planning retreat. Through the COVID period, this 
gathering has been postponed several times. Seeking where God is 
calling us to serve in 2022 and beyond, we will review our current 
understanding of our mission, and begin our discernment for the next 
5-10 years of our ministry in Freeport and beyond. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


