
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2021, 10:00 AM 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or 
streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are 
used with their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and 
streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 

 CH – Chalice Worship © 1995, Chalice Press 
 VU – Voices United © 1996,  
 The United Church Publishing House  
 The New Century Hymnal © 1995, The Pilgrim Press 
 WAR – Worship and Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing 
 GTG – Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press 
 

Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

  



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEASON OF CREATION: OIKONOME— A JUST HOME FOR ALL PEOPLE 

September 5, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE (NCH 84) This is the Day THIS IS THE DAY 

This is the day! This is the day! 
That our God has made! That our God has made! 
We will rejoice! We will rejoice! 
And be glad in it! And be glad in it! 

This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
This is the day! This is the day! That our God has made. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Shawn Killingbeck 

One: I am the circling hawk, dancing with joy for life. 

All: God, you invite us to join in the dance! 

One: I am the faithful ground, nourishing each life I touch. 

All: You invite us to join in the caring. 

One: I am the swift stream, singing my thanks for life. 

All: You invite us to join in the song. 

One: I am the blazing star, bringing wonder to life. 

All: You invite us to join in the wonder. 

One: I am the voice of Creation, praising the God who shapes life: 

All: You invite us to join in the praise. 
And so we gather as one body, with many members, 
echoing Creation’s uniting diversity, 
and join our voices in songs of praise!  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 



* HYMN Morning Has Broken/This Day God Gives Me BUNNESSAN

 a medley of CH 53 and VU410 

Morning has broken, like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken, like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

This day God gives me, strength of high heaven, 
sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth, 
flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness, 
deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth. 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning, 
born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation of the new day! 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 Creator, the strength of all creatures, 
we honor your Spirit who renews the world and calls us to care for your 
creation. We live by the ways you have entrusted to us within the circle of life. 

 We come from the East: The place of dawning. There is beauty in the 
morning, there the seeker finds new visions as each sacred day is born.  

 We turn to the South: The place of growing. There is wisdom in the earth, 
Both the painful song of dying and joyful song of birth. 

 We look to the West: The place of seeing. There is a vision born from those 
who proclaimed the Gospel to us. At the end of each day, call us to reflect on 
who we were and where life’s journey took us. 

 We face the North: The place of renewing. There is refreshing rain, 
and rustling wind. There are seasons changing and preparing the Earth 
for the next place in time. Through it all, mercy and grace lovingly embrace us.  

 We gather in worship. Fill us with hope for a healed Earth, and with strength 
to labor on in our mission, as we raise our voices together in praise. Amen! 

 Words of Affirmation 



GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Genesis 1:1-25 

 Psalm 33:1–9 (speaking in responsive voices) 

Lovers of justice, shout for joy in the Holy One! 

How pleasant are hymns for all with integrity. 

Praise the Holy One with the lyre; 
chant with the ten-stringed harp. 

Sing to God a new song! 
Make beautiful music with joyful shouts. 

O Holy One, your word is sure; 
all your deeds are done in truth. 
You love honesty and justice; 
your faithful love fills the world. 

By your word, the world was made, 
by your breath all its heavenly host. 

You collected the seas in a bottle, 
gathered the oceans into storerooms. 

Let all the world reverence you, 
all its peoples stand in awe of you. 

You spoke, there it was! 

You commanded; it stood firm! 

Lovers of justice, shout for joy in the Holy One! 

How pleasant are hymns for all with integrity! Amen! 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Pastor Rachel Kirk 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 John 1:1-14 

 

  



ORDER FOR TIMES OF PASSAGE: 

Celebrating Gina Bertram as she retires as Director of Music 

 Remembrance and Recognition 

 Giving and Sharing Symbols 

 Recognition of an Ending 

 Prayer 

 

LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

In celebration of Labor Day Weekend, come and join our voices together, 
singing of God’s empowering works, and Christ’s call to be one in our labors 
of love. The hymns we sing were selected by a survey conducted in August. 

 

NCH 4 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You HYMN TO JOY 

Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the storms of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of life. 

 

VU 353 Simple Gifts SIMPLE GIFTS 

'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free, 
'tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
and when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
'twill be in the valley of love and delight. 

When true simplicity is gained 
to bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed, 
to turn, turn, will be our delight 
till by turning, turning we come round right. 



WAR 424 How Can I Keep from Singing? ENDLESS SONG 

My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth’s lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 

Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 

Refrain 

 

GTG 188 Jesus Loves Me JESUS LOVES ME 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. 
They are weak, but he is strong. 

Refrain: 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
as he loved so long ago, 
taking children on his knee, 
saying, "Let them come to me”. 

 

 

WAR 397 The Gift of Love THE GIFT OF LOVE 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed. 



WAR 504 Just a Closer Walk CLOSER WALK 

I am weak, but thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

Refrain: 
Just a closer walk with thee, 
grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
daily walking close to thee: 
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Through this world of toil and snares, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but thee, dear Lord, 
none but thee. 
Refrain 

 

WAR 326 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT (MANLEY) 

Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow through the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

You moved on the waters, 
you called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the mountains 
from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons 
you called to each thing: 
“Awake from your slumbers 
and rise on your wings”. 

Refrain 

You call from tomorrow, 
you break ancient schemes. 
From the bondage of sorrow 
all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, 
our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 
your people arise. 
Refrain 

 

  



WAR 481 Every Time I Feel the Spirit UPON THE MOUNTAIN 

Refrain: 
Every time I feel the Spirit 
moving in my heart I will pray. 
Yes, every time I feel the Spirit 
moving in my heart I will pray. 

 

Upon the mountain, 
when my Lord spoke, 
out of God's mouth came 
fire and smoke. 
Looked all around me, 
it looked so fine, 
till I asked my Lord if all was mine. 
[Refrain] 

Jordan river, 
chilly and cold, 
it chills the body 
but not the soul. 
There is but one train 
upon this track; 
it runs to heaven and then right back. 
Refrain 

 

 

WAR 696 Come Share the Lord DIVERNON 

We gather here in Jesus’ name, 
God’s love is burning in our hearts like living flame 
For through the loving son, our God has made us one. 

Come take the bread, Come drink the wine, Come share the Lord. 

No one is stranger here--ev'ry one belongs 
Finding our forgiveness here, 
We in turn forgive all wrongs. 

Christ joins us here, he breaks the bread 
The Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead 
The one we love the most, is now our gracious host. 

Come take the bread, Come drink the wine, Come share the lord! 

  



PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Sing a New Song Schutte 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Worker God, whose hands built the earth, 
molded our bodies, and sowed the stars across the sky, 
we gather our gifts in praise and thanksgiving. 

 You have opened your hands and placed so many gifts into ours. 
Receive what we offer as a sign of our thankfulness. Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns 

 Invitation to the Table   

One: Labor done, Sabbath before us, 

we gather to give thanks for Christ. 

All: Bone tired, muscle sore, 

we come ready to be renewed with the Spirit. 

 

 Communion Prayer & The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

  



 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate.  

Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone gathered together and at home 

in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 

 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 

 We are grateful, O God, for the promise in Christ of a renewed creation. 

Where there is futility, let there be hope. Where there is brokenness or decay, 

renewal. As we join with your Spirit of Re-creation, flowing across the Earth 

we also come together recreating our lives and recommitting to your Way. 

Help us to be world-healers and hope bringers 

in the places we go, the labors we love, and the words we share. Amen. 

 

HYMN (NCH # 81) God Be with You GOD BE WITH YOU/REFRAIN 

God be with you till we meet again; 
By good counsel guide, uphold you, 
With a shepherd's care enfold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain: 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

God be with you till we meet again; 
Wings of shelter safely hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 
Refrain 

God be with you till we meet again; 
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
Smite death’s threatening wave 
before you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 
Refrain 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE When in Our Music God Is Glorified Hayes 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HELIX YOUTH OUTREACH 

Begins September 8, 3:00-5:00 pm 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and hosted by St. John UCC that focuses 
on community-building and social-emotional learning. All youth between 5th and 8th 
grades are invited to join. 
 

RALLY DAY 

September 12, 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

We'll kick off our two regular classes: Godly Play for Pre-K through 3rd graders, and 
Kids' Worship for 4th through 8th graders. Youth are invited to start off worshipping 
in the sanctuary with the congregation and then leave for their respective classes 
following the Time with Children.  

Join us for games and fun at church following worship! Get ready for lunch, a tour of 
the classrooms and time to meet with teachers, outdoor games for all ages, and more. 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex if you plan to attend. 

(Please bring a lawn chair or a blanket for your comfort.) 

 

SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 

Sunday, September 26, 11:30am 

Church members who work with children or youth should attend a Safe Church 
Training to review our policies for protecting young people in our care. Lunch 
provided. Please RSVP to rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org  

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 492.46 kWh 
 

 



  



In September, we are collecting 

Cereal for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday: Communion 

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

Monday: OFFICE CLOSED – Labor Day 

 6:30 pm PRISM 

 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Class 

 6:30 pm Cub Scouts Pack #839 

 

Wednesday: 9:00 am TOPS 

 3:00 pm HELIX Youth Outreach 

 6:30 pm Property Management 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 Leaders’ Meeting 

 

Thursday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Class 

 6:00 pm Music Ministry Choirs Gathering 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday & Saturday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Next Sunday: Rally Day  

 10:00 am Hybrid Worship 

 10:20 am Godly Play (Pre-K-3rd Grade) 

 10:20 am Kids’ Worship (4th-8th Grade) 

 11:30 am Rally Day Picnic and Games 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

an Open and Affirming congregation, where God is Still Speaking,  

 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

815.235.2824 • www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 


