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September 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 
 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday 

 
SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT’S 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

 It took a year to install and certify. It’s been gener-
ating clean, renewable energy for twelve months! 

 Go to Page 4 to read all about our Solar Project, and 
our Capital Fund’s work to complete the  pay-off of 
our financing in 2 years! 

RALLY DAY CELEBRATION 
Sunday, September 12, beginning at 10:00 am 

 Come celebrate the start of a new season and 
school year, uniting our life and forming our faith! 

 Join in worship, sharing stories of God’s presence 
and power. Stay for the annual Rally Day Picnic, tour 
the Sunday School classrooms, and play yard games. 
Share in community as we celebrate the radical hospi-
tality of God’s all-embracing love! 

 If you plan to attend, please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex, or contact the church office. 

Please bring a lawn chair or blanket for your comfort.  

LABOR DAY 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP & HYMN SING 

Sunday, September 5, 10:00 am 
 Come together in celebration and honor the essen-
tial workers, the peace and safety officers, the farm and 
agricultural workers, and all who labor to keep our so-
ciety functioning in “regular time” and through global 
pandemics. Our congregation honors our nation’s la-
borers, and celebrates this day of rest for all workers. 

 This all-ages outdoor worship celebration brings our 
old favorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice. It’s 
been a while since we’ve sung together, and by using 
safer practices outside, we can come ready to sing God 
our praises! 

 Bring a family blanket and lawn chairs for comforta-
ble seating, and spread out across the Park Street lawn. 
Please sit with your household or those with whom 
you are close. Seating for those with mobility needs 
will be arranged on the sidewalks. 

 Worship booklets will contain the song selections 
received from our August hymn survey. Communion 
will be served, using our safer contact methods. In 
case of inclement weather, we will gather in the sanctu-
ary for a traditional service of word and sacrament. 

Our Outdoor Worship will be streamed on Facebook Live 
to welcome those who are not comfortable gathering in groups. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

 
PASTOR RACHEL’S 

ORDINATION UPDATE 

 Rachel Kirk, our Pastor for Community and 
Mission, was approved for ordination in the United 
Church of Christ in 2019, and was called to St. John 
UCC in September 2020. 

 Due to COVID, her ordination to ministry and 
installation to our ministry team were postponed. The 
plans are now in the works to celebrate these ministry 
moments, and they will take place soon. 

 Pastor Rachel will be ordained at her home 
congregation, the United Church of Gainesville in 
Gainesville, Florida. The ordination will be 
livestreamed, so that all in our community can take 
part of this celebration of God’s work in our lives.  

 Pastor Rachel will be installed at St. John UCC at a 
later date. Please look for more information on these 
events in upcoming editions of the Tidings. 

 

 
“WELCOME GATHERING” 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP, OCTOBER 10 

An information Session on congregational life, 
ministry and membership for our wider community 
will be held following worship, October 10.  

RSVP by email to:  
joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 
HONORING GINA BERTRAM 

Sunday, September 5 

 In June, Gina Bertram, our congregation’s Director 
of Music, announced her retirement. Thank you for all 
you have shared with the community at St. John UCC! 

 Gina’s “last” Sunday leading our congregation in 
song will take place at our Labor Day Outdoor 
Worship and Hymn Sing. Join her, and the whole 
congregation with voices of praise and thanks to God 
for her many years leading the Sanctuary Choir, vocal 
ensembles, Bell Choir, instrumental groups, and 
accompanying Sounds of the Spirit (SOS). Well done, 
good and faithful one! 

JULY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $19,303 $21,250 (-$1,947) 

Other Income $18,140 $13,200 $4,940 

Total Expenses $38,971  $35,438 $3,533 

Month Total (-$1,528) (-$988) (-$540) 

YTD Income $187,680 $241,153 (-$53,473) 

Total Income $37,443 $34,450 $2,993 

YTD Expenses $255,859  $248,067 $7,792 

YTD Total (-$68,179) (-$6,914) (-$61,265) 

Please note: Payroll Protec on Program (PPP) funds will not appear in 

this report un l forgiven. In 2021, this amount will be $48,205.  
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OUR WIDER MISSION 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner 815-520-8701 
 Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 
Church Musician: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at:   Office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

September— Japan 

 

 Since the 2011 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear 
disaster in Fukushima, Japan, nearly 50,000 evacuees 
still can’t return home due to contamination. This 
includes thousands of non-Japanese migrants, two-
thirds of whom are women, who still struggle for 
equal access to resettlement services. 

 The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
United Church of Christ partner with the United 
Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ) and the Korean 
Christian Church in Japan (KCCJ) through Global 
Ministries. The two churches have a history of 
speaking out for minority rights in Japan and have 
provided services to those affected by the 2011 
disaster. Families displaced by the disaster have all 
experienced challenges, but the challenges are doubly 
hard for non-Japanese community members. 

 The UCCJ and KCCJ have been committed to 
working with this marginalized community though the 
Fukushima Immigrant Women Support Network 
(EIWAN). EIWAN was created to provide language 
training, counseling, children’s education, camps for 
children, training on health and radiation, and other 
services. 

 Today, the relationships between Japanese and 
immigrant women are much stronger because of this 
work. Volunteers, who are primarily women and 
women’s groups from UCCJ and KCCJ congregations, 
coordinate and provide many of these services while 
lifting the families up and honoring their dignity. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

& FACC FOOD PANTRY 

 Our culinary master team continues to prepare 
weekly dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue 
Mission. The Mission is open throughout the year, and 
our team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday 
evening. Your generous gift of time and love fills hun-
gry people with food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King! 

In supporting the Food Pantry: throughout Septem-
ber, we will be collecting Cereal. 
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OUR CREATION JUSTICE MINISTRIES 
SOLAR RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT: 

An update from the Green Team 

 
 In September 2019, our congregation took a bold 
step forward in our Creation Justice Ministry. We be-
came the first 100% self-generated solar powered 
church in the state of Illinois. 

 This year marks the first fully solar summer. As we 
log additional data over the next few years, we will 
have a better idea of our average annual savings on 
our electric bill. 

 Every month, the church office provides us with 
monthly statistics on our solar array production of 
electricity. We have seen several months of ZERO 
electricity purchased from ComEd.  Since January of 
this year, our solar production has looked like this:  

 

In the sunny months, we produce about 7.0 MWh of 
DC current, that translates to approximately 3.0 MWh 
of AC current. 

 Over the year, we will also see how much energy we 
“bank” of our excess electricity production on these 
longer, sunny days that will carry us through some of 
the shorter, cloudy days of the year. Any energy pro-
duced in excess of our usage will result in a payment 
from Com Ed. Keep an eye on monthly reports to see 
how well we are doing and imagine the savings that 
will become available for our ministry to the commu-
nity and beyond. 

 

 Our mission in Creation Justice would not be possi-
ble without your generous financial support. Recalling 
that the total project budget was $198,000, and the 
project loan total was $200,000, we began our solar 
project. We received rebates and renewable energy 
credits of $96,000. Your pledges and gifts made up the 
difference… and them some! 

 To date, you—our members, friends, and commu-
nity—have pledged $174,580. As of August 15, we 
have received $144,359 to the pledges with gifts be-
yond! From October 2019-September 2020 we were 
able to pay $100,000 of the total.  The loan amount is 
currently $85,000 principal and accrued interest. We 
trust our generosity will be strong, and the loan paid 
off within two years of the project’s initiation! 

By the way: Have you also noticed how many homes 
and businesses have gone solar since we “flipped the switch?” 

That is another dimension of St. John’s ministry: 
leading in creation justice through a lived example. 

From the “GREEN TEAM” in 2019 

 We have chosen to boldly face the future and 
embrace the need for nurturing a healthier planet 
and the lasting benefits that come from that. 

 Having chosen this path of environmental 
justice, we affirm God’s nascent pronouncement 
upon the newly completed creation: “…and in-
deed, it was very good.” 

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

THREE-

BENCHES 

600 LBS 

FOUR 

BENCHES! 

800 LBS 

       

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 

 

Month Produced Purchased Last Year 

May 3,673 kWh 0 kWH 2,760 kWh 

June 2,874 kWh 651 kWH 2,880 kWh 

July 3,023 kWh 0 kWH 3,120 kWh 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
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FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the October TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, September 14th. 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION CLASSES 
START ON RALLY DAY, 9/12! 

Children are invited to sit with their families in the 
sanctuary for the first part of worship, and then to 
attend their respective classes (if they so choose)  
following the Time with Children.  

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. Teachers and children wonder together to ex-
plore some foundational stories of our faith. Each 
lesson includes a time of storytelling and a time for 
imaginative free play. 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
junior high youth begin to connect the dots between 
Biblical stories and their own experiences of God. 
The class uses the Whirl curriculum, which uses 
playful cartoons to introduce applications, themes, 
and questions raised by Scripture. And, kids contin-
ue to build community with one another and grow 
closer to God.  

 

 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and hosted 
by St. John UCC that focuses on community-building 
and social-emotional learning. All youth between 5th and 
8th grades are invited to join.  

For this school year, HELIX will meet each 
Wednesday from 3:00-5:00pm! 

September Schedule 

  9/8  HELIX Kickoff!! 

  9/15  HELIX 

  9/22  School Improvement Day, No Meeting 

  9/29  HELIX 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 
www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach/ 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
INFORMATION MEETING 

Sunday, October 3, 11:30 am 

Confirmation is the historic process by which youth af-
firm the promises made at their baptism, and take on the 
role of full participation in the church. All youth, who 
are currently in or beyond Eighth Grade, and their par-
ents, are invited to join a time of information and dis-
cernment about this year’s class. 

SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 
Sunday, October 26, 11:30am 

 Church members who work with children or youth 
should attend a Safe Church Training to review our poli-
cies for protecting young people in our care. Lunch pro-
vided. Please RSVP to rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

9/02 Claire Biesemeier, 
Lisa Elsner, Mike 
Queckboerner, 

 Lisa Schubert 
9/03 Roger Swanlund 

Marilyn Under-
wood 

9/04 Bill Condie 
9/05 Michael DeBoer 
9/08 Carol Ahrens 
9/09 Angeline Walsh 
9/11 Heath Atz,  

Michael Weaver 
9/14 Olivia Shaffer 
 

9/15 Bryce Bicksler,  
Lexie Schrock 

9/19 Deb Scott 
9/20 Arnold Eder 
9/21  Deborah Fruth 
9/23 Elliot Fairman 

Barbara Luedeke 
Jeri Nieman 

9/25  Colton Krumm 
9/26 Maxen Hughes 
9/28 Tim Ebbers 
9/29 Carter Young 
9/30 Drew Dawson, 

Don Franz 
 Dan King 

9/02 Denny & Judy Garkey 

9/03 Jack & Jill Gastel 

9/08 John & Paula Rawleigh 

9/09 Steve & Lisa  Schubert 

9/12 Ron & Beth Slade 

9/16 Tom & Sharon Hull 

9/19 Don & Vickie Franz 

9/23 Terry & Deleana Atz 

9/23 Jason & Andrea  Hathaway 

9/24 Tim & Lisa Ebbers 

9/25 Steve & Kathleen Monte 

9/25 Floyd & Vivian Schlickman 

9/26  Logan & Andrea Kuntz 

9/28 Dan & Marla Kreeger 

9/29 Steve & Vicki Spyrison 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Volunteers at the Cub Foods Brat Stand. The team 
raised over $2000 to benefit PRISM, our LGBTQ 
support ministry. 

 

 

Parachute games at the August Faith Formation 
event. Youth blessed their backpacks and celebrated 
the start of a new school year.   

 
Enjoying one of our new bottlecap benches! 
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CELEBRATING TOGETHER IN A PANDEMIC 
WE WORSHIP THE SAME. 

THE LOCATION IS VARIABLE. 

 In the eighteen months of the Coronavirus period, the 
community at St. John UCC has responded to each cost 
and joy with a Spirit-led centeredness. 

 From the early days of our entrée into online worship; 
to our music ministry’s mastery of “Karaoke Anthems;” to 
our recent innovations in hybrid worship, we have learned 
new ways to rejoice in God’s presence in our lives - and in 
the strength of our community. 

Known in our Mission 

 The Church Council and Leadership Teams have led us 
by example, discerning the safer practices for our church to 
weather the levels, mitigations, advice, and mandates. We 
owe them a “THANK YOU!” 

 Our Ministry Team has kept the day-to-day work of our 
congregation in motion, ensuring that our ministry in Free-
port and beyond continued with extravagant impact. From 
the business-side of bookkeeping, to the care for our mem-
bers and friends, to the outreach into our community, we 
have maintained our mission to be the church that God 
calls us to be. We owe them a “THANK YOU!” too! 

Known by our Love 

 And YOU! Each and every person in our community, 
we owe YOU a huge “THANK YOU!” as well. Your gen-
erous spirits have never wavered, allowing our ministry to 
continue unabated. Last year, we surpassed our pledge goal 
of $182,600 by $5,000, and celebrated $238,000 in gener-
ous support. This year, we are over 68% of the pledge goal 
of $178,800, and over $30,000 in giving beyond pledges. 
You show your care for our ministry together, and togeth-
er, we support its growth and impact locally and globally! 

Known by our Fellowship 

 Our “hybrid”-style worship has welcomed our commu-
nity back to the building for worship and praise. Alongside, 
we have continued to share our livestream on Facebook 
every week. Some have asked about how our attendance is 
affected by the combination.  

Here’s how the engagement statistics demonstrate our 
church’s online and in-person impact: 

 Our typical pre-COVID attendance in Sunday wor-
ship was between 128-145 people. 

 During the Coronavirus period, our streamed worship 
was viewed on an average of 64 “screens” each week. 
Our friends at the UCC’s DataHub estimate that 
each screen as 1.5-2 people worshipping together for an 
average of 96-128 people. 

 During the summer, typically 75-80 people met pre-
COVID for worship each week. From our worship in 
July and August, 45-50 people have shared in-person; 
and an average of  44 people online. 

 Also, many folks watch our Sunday stream at a later 
time (or even  days later!). We regularly see the “view 
counter” over 150 unique views, and “People Reached” 
over 350 each week! 

Known as One 

 Yes, the seating rules and not singing are a pain. Yet, we 
take on the Matthew 25 challenge to do “for the least of 
these.” Heard from one of our members: “I don’t like it. 
But I respect it. We are here to share God’s love for each 
other.” 

 No matter what life’s journey brings us in the middle 
time of the pandemic, we will continue to come together 
and walk as one in Christ. God has called us to be together 
in ministry and mission; and we will do our part to be the 
church that Freeport needs us to be! 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:  FALL CROP WALK TO END HUNGER  

 

This Autumn's CROP Walk to end hunger is coming up fast!   

The CROP Walk will be held on October 3, with registration at 
1:00pm and kickoff at 1:30pm.  

If you are a pizza person, consider a Papa Murphy’s night on Wednes-
day, September 8. 20% of the purchase price will go to this year's walk 
to fight global and local hunger. 

MASK 
UP 

BOOST 
UP 

VAX 
UP 

“When you did it for the least, 
you did it for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 


