
In August and September, we are collecting 

Cereal for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday: Birthday Bank 

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

Monday: 9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 1:00 pm PEO Chapter LI 

 

Tuesday: 6:30 pm Cub Scouts Pack #839 

 

Wednesday: 11:00 am Retired Clergy Group 

 5:30 pm 708 Board 

 6:30 pm Care and Community 

 

Thursday: 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Saturday: 8:00 am Men’s Group 

 

Next Sunday: Communion  

 10:00 am Outdoor Worship and Hymn Sing 

 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, 
and/or streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the 
artist, and are used with their express permission for performing, 
reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 WAR – Worship and Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing 
 GTG – Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press 
 VU – Voices United © 1996,  
 The United Church Publishing House 
 Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

Masks are still a Must 

in the church campus in all public areas. 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 

ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 

around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit: 

 us on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. We 

will have them waiting for your return next week! 

 

 

 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 29, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Everybody Ought to Know Trad. Spiritual
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah Knapp 

One: Come to us, God, source of every blessing, 

and tune our lips to sing your praise. 

All: Not because we have to but because we want to, 

not because of fear, but because we are hopeful. 

One: Not so that we might gain some advantage over others  

not so that we might try and buy our way favor. 

All: Not because God needs our praise to be happy, 

not because our songs are sweeter than others’. 

One: Not in order that we may prove more righteous. 

Not in order to make our church appear more worthy. 

All: Not because our words will impress the world with 

their wisdom, not because we might be damned if 

we fail to get it right: 

One: Come to us, God, source of every blessing, 

All: Come to us, God, source of every blessing, 

and tune our whole lives to sing your praise! 

 

HYMN (WAR #123) Fairest Lord Jesus CRUSADER’S HYMN  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 God who loves us 
and whose creation we experience in so many ways, 
may we experience your love and care 
as we gather in worship today. 

 You are the source of summer’s splendor –  
the beauty and fragrance of delicate flowers, 
and sweet sound of birdsong. 

 We come to you this morning with delight and gladness, 
grateful for all of your wonders. 

 As the fields produce their harvest, 
may your love grow within us, 
that we too may produce a harvest 
of love, hope, and joy. 

 As we grow in the warmth of your love, 
challenge us to be the example to others – 
a light singing your Way to all the people. 

 We come to worship today,  
giving thanks for health and strength, and hope and love. 

 Bless us with your welcoming spirit, as we come, 
tuning our whole lives to sing your praise. 

 Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AND GIFTS  

Funds collected in this offering are directed to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
 Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 with thanks to Anatomy of the Soul 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Sarah Knapp 

 

ANTHEM It's in My Heart Slater
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  

MESSAGE  Love Lives Inside Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (GTG #351) All Who Love and Serve Your City CHARLESTOWN 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Peace Like a River In My Soul Trad. Spiritual

  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God of lights, we pause to bring ourselves and our resources 
to contribute to bringing healing and hope into your Realm. 
Accept our offerings of time and skill, listening and speaking. 
May they help spread your care and attention we pray. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (VU #187) The Spring Has Come VERVACITY 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Peace Like a River In My Soul (reprise) Trad. Spiritual

  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

Welcome to the Sanctuary for in-person worship. We hope that you find 
a safe place here and celebrate with you in the spirit of praise today. 

• Sanctuary seating will be every-other-row, and social distancing 
is still encouraged. You may choose your seat in the Sanctuary. 

• For those more comfortable with social distancing, there will be 
two areas set with 6-foot distancing in the Choir and Bell Choir. 

Masks are still a must in all public spaces. 

 

LABOR DAY 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & HYMN SING 

September 5, 10:00 am 

We thank everyone who responded to our call for song requests over 
the past few weeks. Songbooks will be created for everyone, and they’ll 
be available on our church website by September 3rd. 

Everyone is welcome to bring a chair or blanket and spread out across 
the Park Street lawn. Seating for those with mobility needs will be 
arranged on the sidewalk. Come and make a joyful noise to God! 

 

RALLY DAY 

September 12, 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

We'll kick off our two regular classes: Godly Play for Pre-K through 3rd 
graders, and Kids' Worship for 4th through 8th graders. Youth are 
invited to start off worshipping in the sanctuary with the congregation 
and then leave for their respective classes following the Time with 
Children.  

Join us for games and fun at church following worship! Get ready for 
lunch, a tour of the classrooms and time to meet with teachers, outdoor 
games for all ages, and more. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex if you plan to attend. 

(Please bring a lawn chair or a blanket for your comfort.) 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 746.16 kWh 
 

 


