
In August we are collecting 

Cereal for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday:  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 11:00 am Ice Cream on the Church Lawn 

 

Monday: 9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 6:30 pm Mission and Outreach 

 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 6:30 pm Cub Scouts Pack #839 

 

Wednesday: 9:00 am TOPS 

 

Thursday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 12:30 pm Rebuilding Together 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday: 4:00 pm Paint the Port (Downtown) 

 

Saturday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Next Sunday: Birthday Bank  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, 
and/or streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the 
artist, and are used with their express permission for performing, 
reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 WAR – Worship and Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing 
 NCH – The New Century Hymnal, © 1995, Pilgrim Press
 Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

Masks are still a Must 

in the church campus in all public areas. 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 

ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 

around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit: 

 us on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. We 

will have them waiting for your return next week! 

 

 

 

 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 22, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Holy God, We Praise Your Name arr. Burkhardt 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Colin Ebbers 

One: With a profound happiness that binds us as one, 

we come to welcome one another. 

How good it is to gather in God’s house of praise! 

Many: Happy are those who live in God’s house! 

Singing our praise to God fills life with joy! 

One: Here we welcome both those we know, 

and those we will come to befriend. 

All the children of the earth are God’s children. 

Many: We greet one another in the love of Christ, 

Together we live that love out loud 

with all the people. 

One: Open your hearts and receive love’s blessed strength. 

Open your lives and be renewed in your understanding. 

Many: Whoever we are, and wherever we are on life’s 

journey, God calls to us, “WELCOME!” 

One: Come, let us worship in thanks and praise! 

 

HYMN (WAR #79) I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath OLD 113TH 

  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

  

 Guiding One of Israel, 
we walk in paths well-traveled by generations of faithful 
believers who found your inspiration in the world in the word. 

 We open our hearts to you as we understand why we were 
made, and to be known as your people. 

 We love to hear the deeds of the ones who went before us. 
We love to count ourselves in their mighty company, 
as we work to rebuild the broken places in our city and society. 

 Challenge us in our hesitancy to build new monuments, 
testimonies to your importance in healing the world today. 

 Confront our reluctance to put on our own armor 
of faith, of friends, and of purpose as we face the powers of evil 
and death that would seek to break the world anew. 

 Be close to us as we join together in worship. 

 May our worship time be one of the ways we “get dressed,”  
one of the ways we get ready for our tasks so we will be  
equipped and protected, as together we work and walk 
with you and each other in the ways of peace with justice. Amen 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

 Psalm 34:15-22 presented by The Psalms Project 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Tim Ebbers 

 

ANTHEM Spirit of God Haugen
  Sue Cook, soloist; with Randy Cook, piano 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 John 6:56-69 presented by The Psalms Project 

 

MESSAGE  What’s Behind Door #2? Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (NCH #320) Deep In the Shadows of the Past SHEPHERD’ PIPES 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song I Have Decided to Follow Jesus arr. Larson 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 We bring our gifts, trusting in you from whom all good 
things come and happy to share what we have. 
May they be used to declare your love and care boldly. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (WAR #426) Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Fugue on SHIPSTON Wright 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

Welcome to the Sanctuary for in-person worship. We hope that you find 
a safe place here and celebrate with you in the spirit of praise today. 

• Sanctuary seating will be every-other-row, and social distancing 
is still encouraged. You may choose your seat in the Sanctuary. 

• For those more comfortable with social distancing, there will be 
two areas set with 6-foot distancing in the Choir and Bell Choir. 

Masks are still a must in all public spaces. 

 

PAINT THE PORT 

August 27, 4:00-7:00pm 

Paint the Port is THIS FRIDAY!! Sign up today! All supplies will be 
provided: paint, brushes, mixing trays, etc. To reserve a street “canvas” 
and join in this year’s painting fun, please contact Pam Wessel by phone 
815-235-2824 or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 

LABOR DAY HYMN SING ON THE FRONT LAWN 

September 5, 10:00 am 

Everyone is welcome to bring a chair or blanket and spread out across 
the lawn. Seating for those with mobility needs will be arranged. You can 
let us know which hymns you’d like to sing in one of two ways: 

1. Follow this link to our online survey tool: 
bit.ly/stjohnucchymnsing 

2. Borrow a hymnal from the church, make your list of five or six, 
and email or call the church office. 

We’ll tally the song list after worship today. Songbooks will be created 
for everyone, and they’ll be available on our church website.  

 

RALLY DAY 

September 12, 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

We'll kick off our two regular classes: Godly Play for Pre-K through 3rd 
graders, and Kids' Worship for 4th through 8th graders. Youth are 
invited to start off worshipping in the sanctuary with the congregation 
and then leave for their respective classes following the Time with 
Children. Please see the Tidings or contact Pastor Rachel for more 
information on these classes. Join us for games and fun at church 
following worship! Get ready for lunch, a tour of the classrooms and 
time to meet with teachers, outdoor games for all ages, and more. Sign 
up on the bulletin board in the Narthex if you plan to attend. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 716.65 kWh 
 

 


