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August 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
UPDATES FOR AUGUST 

Come together and share in worship 
every Sunday at 10:00 am. The Sanc-
tuary is open for all, using safer 
practices and distanced seating. Our 
Welcoming Team waits to greet you 
in person one hour before our cele-
bration. 

Masks are still a must in all public spaces. 

 Sanctuary seating will be every-
other-row, and social distancing 
is still encouraged. You may 
choose your seat in the Sanctu-
ary (just like pre-COVID). 

 Reservations are no longer 
needed. 

 For those more comfortable 
with social distancing, there will 
be two areas set with 6-foot dis-
tancing in the Choir and Bell 
Choir areas. 

 We will continue to refrain from 
singing and vocal music while 
worshiping inside the sanctuary. 

 
 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday 

LABOR DAY 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP  

& HYMN SING 

Come together in celebration and honor the essential workers, the peace and 
safety officers, the farm and agricultural workers, and all who labor to keep our 
society functioning in “regular time” and through global pandemics. 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in 
New York City. 

By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holiday, and on June 28, 1894, Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland signed a law making the first Monday in September of 
each year a national holiday. 

Our congregation honors our nation’s laborers, and celebrates this day of rest 
for all workers. 

LET’S SING OUT OUR FAVORITE SONGS WITH JOY! 

The Center for Congregational Song, our COVID-time partner for all things 
musical, celebrates the CDC’s guideline for community singing while outdoors. 

Gathering for worship outside on our Park Street front lawn 
allows us to lift our voices in safety, in praise, and in worship!  

Everyone is welcome to bring a chair or blanket, and spread out across the 
lawn. Please sit with your household or those with whom you are close. Seating 
for those with mobility needs will be arranged on the sidewalks. 

But what shall we sing? That’s up to you! 

What’s your favorite hymn? Which song makes your heart gently warm or your 
spirit fly? You can let the Worship Team know in one of these ways: 

 Follow this link to our online survey tool: bit.ly/stjohnucchymnsing 
You’ll find links to our two most-used hymnals to help with titles. 

 Borrow a hymnal from the church, make your list of five or six, and 
email or call the church office. 

We’ll tally the song list after worship on Sunday, August 22. Songbooks will be 
created for everyone’s use, and be available for download on church website for 
our online worshipping community. Come and make a joyful noise to God! 
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FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the September TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, August 10th. 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION CLASSES 
START ON RALLY DAY, 9/12! 

Children are invited to sit with their families in the 
sanctuary for the first part of worship, and then to 
attend their respective classes (if they so choose)  
following the Time with Children.  

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. Teachers and children wonder together to ex-
plore some foundational stories of our faith. Each 
lesson includes a time of storytelling and a time for 
imaginative free play. 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
junior high youth begin to connect the dots between 
Biblical stories and their own experiences of God. 
The class uses the Whirl curriculum, which uses 
playful cartoons to introduce applications, themes, 
and questions raised by Scripture. And, kids contin-
ue to build community with one another and grow 
closer to God.  

 

 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and hosted 
by St. John UCC that focuses on community-building 
and social-emotional learning. All youth between 5th and 
8th grades are invited to join.  

For this school year, HELIX will meet each 
Wednesday from 3:00-5:00pm! 

September Schedule 

  9/8  HELIX Kickoff!! 

  9/15  HELIX 

  9/22  School Improvement Day, No Meeting 

  9/29  HELIX 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

ICE CREAM ON THE LAWN 

The final summer event for kids and youth will be ice 
cream on the front lawn on Sunday, 8/22, from 11am to 
1pm. Because this event is right after worship, families 
and adults are invited to join in the fun! Please contact 
Rachel for more information or to RSVP.  

 

RALLY DAY PICNIC 

All are invited to join us for a picnic to celebrate the start 
of another Sunday School year! There will be food, 
games, and a chance to reconnect as a community. More 
details to come! 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

PAINT THE PORT 
A Creative Community 

Event 

 St. John UCC is excited to 
continue as a sponsor of the Fifth 
Annual Paint the Port community 
event. In addition to our regular 
sponsorship, our Creation Justice 
Green Team will provide bio-
renewable and compostable cups 
for the paint! 

 This year, we have 16 “Street Canvas” squares to 
share among our church community. All supplies will 
be provided: paint, brushes, mixing trays, etc. To re-
serve a Canvas, please contact Pam Wessel at the 
church office or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org.  

 This year’s Paint the Port is scheduled to take place 
on Friday, August 27 from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  

Come and share in the fun!  

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

August—East Timor 

 

 The East Timor Education Foundation seeks to 
“make a world of difference” in the lives of the 
children of East Timor by building and equipping free 
schools open to all children regardless of their 
religious or ethnic background. This foundation 
provides the young people of one of the poorest 
countries in the world with the opportunity for a 
better future.  

 East Timorese highly value education for their 
children. The Foundation works with the residents of 
a remote village called Lisadila, who requested their 
help in establishing a school for their children. While 
the population of East Timor is predominately 
Christian, the Foundation is non-denominational and 
works in cooperation with partner churches, including 
the Protestant Church of East Timor, a partner of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and the United 
Church of Christ, in order to provide support for 
schools like the one in Lisadila. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:  AUGUST GUEST PREACHERS 

Rev. Molly Carlson is the  
Conference Minister of the Illinois 
Conference of the UCC. She is a 
graduate of The College of Wooster 
with a BA in mathematics and Pa-
cific School of Religion with a  
Masters of Divinity. She has been 

ordained within the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) for 19 years and has held Ordained Ministerial 
Partner Standing with the UCC for the last 8 years. 
 Rev. Molly’s service in a variety of contexts, includ-
ing local, regional, and national settings of the church, 
has taken her to many parts of the country. She has 
served as an interim minister, church planter, solo pas-
tor, head of staff, and church consultant.  

Rev. Luther Young serves as  
Minister of Music and Media  
Coordinator at Woodland Christian 
Church, a congregation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Columbus, Ohio. He is 
currently a Ph.D. candidate in  

Sociology at The Ohio State University with a focus on 
the intersections of race, gender, sexuality, and religion. 
Luther also serves as moderator of the Disciples 
LGBTQ+ Alliance of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in the U.S. and Canada. 
Rev. Luther holds masters degrees in sociology and di-
vinity as well as a Bachelor of Science degree in Audio 
Engineering Technology. He has served in music and 
media ministry for nearly 14 years and has performed 
across the U.S. with various artists.  

We are blessed to welcome two guest preachers to share in worship during the month of August! Please join us 
on August 8th and August 15th to hear their messages.  


