
In July we are collecting 

Personal Items for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday:  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship with Communion 

 

Monday: Office Closed – Independence Day Observed 

 6:30 pm PRISM LGBT Outreach 

 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 

Wednesday: 9:00 am TOPS 

 11:00 am Retired Clergy Group 

 6:30 pm Care and Community Leadership Team 

 

Thursday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Saturday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Next Sunday:  

 UCC General Synod 33 Begins (gathered online only) 

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, 
and/or streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the 
artist, and are used with their express permission for performing, 
reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 NCH – The New Century Hymnal, © 1995, Pilgrim Press 
 GTG – Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press 
Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

Masks are still a Must 

in the church campus in all public areas. 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 

ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 

around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit: 

 us on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. If you 

do not see yours, ask an usher! We will have them waiting for your 

return next week! 

 

 

 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 4, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE America, the Beautiful arr. Bill Simon 
  St. John Winds 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Anita Bicksler 

One: The prophets of old spoke of God’s justice, 

Who will hear their message? 

All: We will listen and we will hear! 

One Responding to God’s call, Jesus traveled, 

preaching and teaching all who would listen. 

Who will hear his message? 

All: We will listen and we will hear! 

One: Christ sent out disciples two by two, to spread the good 

news in any place that would welcome them. 

Who will hear their message? 

All: We will listen and we will hear! 

One: God’s prophets are among us still, 

around the world and in these pews. 

Who will hear their message? 

All: We will listen and we will hear! 

And we come to worship as one! 

HYMN (NCH #70) God is Here! ABBOT’S LEIGH 

  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Gather us together in this place today, God who knits us as one. 

Even on our best days, the worst of us 

often gets the better of us. 

 You have given us communities 

filled with friends, family, colleagues and neighbors, 

each created wonderful and unique in your image. 

 Yet, too often, we find ourselves taking this gift of 

companionship for granted. 

 We criticize those closest to us, 

and even those we have not met. 

We are envious of others’ successes, 

and fail to rejoice in ourselves on the smallest of achievements. 

 We find ourselves stuck in an attitude of judgment 

rather than a posture of praise. 

 We excel at finding fault 

and are reluctant to seek common ground. 

 Forgive us for thinking the worst of others, 

of ourselves, and sometimes even of you. 

 Bring your extravagant welcome to us, as we gather in person 

and across your world, to sing praise to you in one voice. 

 Hear our prayers, receive our praise, equip us with your word, 

and then, as you sent out the Twelve, send us out to share your 

message of hope, healing, and redemption. Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM  Greyson James Graham 

  child of Aly & Michael Graham 

 Congregational Welcome 

One: Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 

your love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as 

they live and grow in Christ? 

All: We promise our love, support, and care. 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Ezekiel 2:1-5 
 Psalm 123 presented by Chris Brunelle 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Pastor Rachel Kirk 

 

ANTHEM Chester and Simple Gifts Medley arr. Bill Simon
  St. John Winds 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 6:1-13 page 82-83, Christian Scriptures 

 

MESSAGE “Returning Home” Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (GTG #727) Will You Let Me Be Your Servant? SERVANT SONG 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Anchors Aweigh / Tipperary Medley arr. Bill Simon 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Loving Christ, thank you for teaching us your healing ways, 
and for entrusting us with your message. 

 Thank you for challenging our generosity of bread and clothing 
and money of which you spoke so long ago. These are items we 
cannot imagine travelling without, and basics that many people 
struggle to attain. 

 Receive our offering today; may it be used to ease the suffering 
of those you love here in our hometown and beyond. May our 
praise extend to the far corners of Earth. Amen and amen. 

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns 

 Invitation to the Table  adapted from Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

One: Every new morning is a new beginning of our life. 

Every day is a completed whole. 

All: This day is the limit of our sorrows and efforts. 

One: It is long enough to find God or to lose them, 

to keep faith or to fall into brokenness and fear. 

All: Just as the good old sun rises every morning anew, 

so is God’s eternal mercy new every morning. 

 Communion Prayer & The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate.  

Red wine and white grape juice are served for your preference. 

Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone in the Sanctuary and at home 

in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 

 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 

 We thank you, loving God, 

for the surprises which you spring on us! 

You take the unlovely and cherish them, 

the mediocre and make them gifted, 

the mere nobodies and ordain them your apostles. 

 You entrust us with a ministry far beyond our own strength. 

We are reticent. Yet under your patient care we discover that all 

things are possible to those who love you. 

 Surprise us again, and call us from our homes. 

Surprise us with the Christ who believes in us 

and the grace which is made perfect in human weakness. 

Through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen! 

 

HYMN (NCH #76) Sent Forth By God’s Blessing THE ASH GROVE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
   arr. Michael Burkhardt 

  

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming, Creation Justice, Anti-Racist congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 1,270.32 kWh 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GAME NIGHT 

IN THE CHURCH BUILDING 

Friday, July 23, 4:00 – 6:00 pm  

Children and youth of all ages are invited to an afternoon of fellowship 
and fun! This event will have activities for multiple age groups, from 
toddlers to high schoolers. It will give kids opportunities to bond, have 
fun together, and know that they are an integral part of our church 
community. This will be a great event to invite friends to, or to attend 
with grandparents or other family members. 

 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  

There is a great need for new children’s underwear for underprivileged 
households in our community. We are called to reach out and let them 
know that we care. Please donate as you are able. 

A laundry basket can be found in the Narthex for your gifts. 
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