
In July we are collecting 

Personal Items for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday:  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 11:15 am Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

Monday: 9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 6:30 pm PRISM 

 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 

Wednesday: 9:00 am TOPS 

 

Thursday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 12:30 pm Rebuilding Together 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday: 4:00-6:00 pm  Game Night for Children and Youth 

 

Saturday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Next Sunday:  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 11:15 am Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

 

 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, 
and/or streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the 
artist, and are used with their express permission for performing, 
reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 NCH – The New Century Hymnal, © 1995, Pilgrim Press 
 Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

Masks are still a Must 

in the church campus in all public areas. 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 

ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 

around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit: 

 us on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. We 

will have them waiting for your return next week! 

 

 

 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 18, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE The King of Love My Shepherd Is Dale Wood 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah Knapp 

One: Come, let us join in, all together with each other. 

Let us build a community of worship. 

All: God, be with us as we worship together. 

One: Awaken from your slumber, 

and bring your fears and anxieties 

into the presence of the Lord our God. 

All: God, be with us as we worship together. 

One: Hear the call of our Shepherd, 

and allow the voice calling us all 

in extravagance and welcome to the feast of grace. 

All: God, be with us as we worship together. 

One: May the light of Christ shine as we love the children of 

our one human family; inspire our mission with the 

neighbors with whom we share life’s journey; 

and inspire us to work to heal the whole of creation 

All: God, be with us as we join our voices, 

and come and worship together as one! 

 

HYMN (NCH #212) O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns 
  CHARTERHOUSE 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Spirit of Welcome, we smile. 
Smiling at those who worship with us, 
or as we think of friends who are gathering in other places. 
We recall that you, our God, 
are with us when we worship in ones and twos, 
in groups and crowds, 
in our homes, inside church buildings 
across technologies, and outside in your creation. 

 We pause in our weekly doings to gather together and with you. 
Help us to see your presence burning in the hearts of others. 

 Grant that we may be united in a fellowship of love and prayer; 
give us the courage to take up our calling, 
and respond to the needs of the world, 
give us the stamina to follow you, 
to be your hands and heart in the world; 
enabled to witness to your grace and mercy. 

 We pray all this 
through the unity that comes when we meet 
as the Body of Christ, spread across our city 
and across creation. Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
 Psalm 23 presented by Michael Eldridge 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Anita Bicksler 

 

ANTHEM Orphans of God Lindsey/LaBar
  Sounds of the Spirit 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56  

 

MESSAGE Going Camping!! Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (NCH #247) My Shepherd Is the Living God CONSOLATION 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Shepherd Me, O God Haugen, arr. Hayes 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 On our own, Giving God, what I have to give doesn't amount 
to much in the light of all you have given to me and in the face 
of so much need. 

 Put together as a congregation, what we offer you here in love 
becomes more, not simply added together, but somehow 
multiplied in its usefulness. 

 We ask you to bless our gifts and with the addition of your 
blessing, just as it was with the sheep in the fold, and the ones 
touched, healed, and empowered on the sea. 

 There is enough for all, God.  You are our blessing.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (NCH #252) Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation arr. Kimball 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP UPDATES 

We will enjoy some changes in the Sanctuary for in-person worship 
beginning Sunday, July 18. Masks are still a must in all public spaces. 

• Sanctuary seating will be every-other-row, and social distancing 
is still encouraged. 

• Following the above guidelines, you may choose your seat in the 
Sanctuary (just like pre-COVID). 

• Reservations are not needed (but are still encouraged so we know 
you’re coming to church!). Call the church office or visit: 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/worship 

• For those more comfortable with social distancing, there will be 
two areas set with 6-foot distancing in the Choir and Bell Choir. 

 

GAME NIGHT 

IN THE CHURCH BUILDING 

Friday, July 23, 4:00 – 6:00 pm  

Children and youth of all ages are invited to an afternoon of fellowship 
and fun! This event will have activities for multiple age groups, from 
toddlers to high schoolers. It will give kids opportunities to bond, have 
fun together, and know that they are an integral part of our church 
community. This will be a great event to invite friends to, or to attend 
with grandparents or other family members. 

 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  

There is a great need for new children’s underwear for underprivileged 
households in our community. We are called to reach out and let them 
know that we care. Please donate as you are able. We are collecting 
sizes 2T-Youth 16. 

A laundry basket can be found in the Atrium for your gifts. 

 

PAINT THE PORT 

August 27, 4-7pm 

This year, we have 16 “Street Canvas” squares to share among our 
church community. All supplies will be provided: paint, brushes, mixing 
trays, etc. To reserve a Canvas, please contact Pam Wessel at the church 
office or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org.   

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 1,368.84 kWh 
 

 


