
In July we are collecting 

Personal Items for the FACC Food Pantry 

Please place your gift in the baskets in the church entryway. Thank you! 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR  

This Sunday:  

 UCC General Synod 33 Begins (gathered online only) 

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

Monday: 9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 12:00 pm Northwest Illinois Audubon Conservation 
  Committee Meeting 

 6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 6:00 pm Camera Club 

 

Wednesday: 9:00 am TOPS 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Leaders’ Meeting 

 7:00 pm Property Management Team 

 

Thursday: 9:30 am Silver Sneakers Exercise Club 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #4 

 

Friday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Saturday: No Scheduled Events 

 

Next Sunday:  

 10:00 am Celebration of Worship 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 

All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, 
and/or streamed with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the 
artist, and are used with their express permission for performing, 
reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

Hymn sources are denoted by the abbreviations: 
 NCH – The New Century Hymnal, © 1995, Pilgrim Press 
 Permissions are granted for one-time use. All rights reserved. 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 

We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 

at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 

that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 

God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 

that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  

Masks are still a Must 

in the church campus in all public areas. 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 

ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 

around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit: 

 us on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

 

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. We 

will have them waiting for your return next week! 

 

 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 11, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Scherzo on NETTLETON Schelat 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Tim Ebbers 

One: With thankful hearts, we gather together, 

in multiple places and as one united church. 

All: Glory and praise to God! 

One: Our church building, our homes, wherever we are 

as we worship, are the dwelling places of our God. 

All: Glory and praise to God! 

One: We are blessed to gather for worship as one body. 

We have many parts, but one center, one savior, 

one purpose. 

All: Glory and praise to God! 

One: We gather to repent, to hope, to start anew. 

All: Glory and praise to God! 

One: We gather to remember, to mourn, 

and above all else, to celebrate. 

All: Glory and praise to God, now and forever! 

 

HYMN (NCH #50) I Sing the Praise of Love Almighty ST. PETERSBURG 

 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 

Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 

God, we thank you for this community  

and for our time together.  

As we come to meet you in this holy time and space,  

we ask that you still our hearts.  

Take our anxieties, our distractions, our annoyances.  

Let us focus our hearts on you alone,  

and in doing so, know your presence.  

Let us know your true will for our lives.  

Let us realize where we are falling short in our day-to-day.  

We might be speaking too much when we should listen. 

We might be silent when you are calling us to speak up.  

We might be judgmental of our neighbors, 

or full of worry about how our neighbors might judge us. 

We might be focused on the wrong things,  

and missing chances to love your people.  

Forgive us our errors, God,  

and give us clean hearts.  

Make us kind, bold, and courageous in your service. Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-21 
 Psalm 24 presented by Jason Silver 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Shawn Killingbeck 

 

ANTHEM Ashokan Farewell Unger
  Fiona Hughes, Maxen Hughes, Hugh Knapp 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 6:14-29  

 

MESSAGE “Joyful, Joyful” Rachel Kirk 

 

HYMN (NCH #16) Let Us with a Joyful Mind (vv 1-4, 6) INNOCENTS 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Blessed Assurance Crosby/Knapp
             Fiona Hughes, Maxen Hughes, Hugh Knapp 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Loving God, we ask your blessings on our offerings today. 
Use them to further your work in the world. 
Use all our gifts, of money, time, energy, ability, 
to set right what has gone wrong. 
Thank you for your persistent Spirit that turns us toward 
one another, guides us to love, and prompts us to praise.  

 Through Christ we pray. Amen.  

 

SHARING OF CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (NCH #38) Lift Up Your Hearts! WOODLANDS 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Let All Who Have Breath Praise the Lord! 
   Wagner 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GAME NIGHT 

IN THE CHURCH BUILDING 

Friday, July 23, 4:00 – 6:00 pm  

Children and youth of all ages are invited to an afternoon of fellowship 
and fun! This event will have activities for multiple age groups, from 
toddlers to high schoolers. It will give kids opportunities to bond, have 
fun together, and know that they are an integral part of our church 
community. This will be a great event to invite friends to, or to attend 
with grandparents or other family members. 

 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  

There is a great need for new children’s underwear for underprivileged 
households in our community. We are called to reach out and let them 
know that we care. Please donate as you are able. We are collecting sizes 
2T-Youth 16. 

A laundry basket can be found in the Atrium for your gifts. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 

Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 648.072 kWh 
 

 


