
1 

 

June 22, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

We are Building BACK extravagant welcome. 
 

We are Building BACK inclusive community. 
 

We are Building BACK together. 
 

In-Person Worship begins on Sunday, July 4 
Online worship continues on Facebook Live 

WORSHIP TOGETHER AT THE CHURCH 

The church campus will be open at 9:15 a.m. 
every Sunday to welcome you to the Sanctuary. 

Reserve your seats at: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/worship 

WORSHIP TOGETHER AT YOUR HOME 

The weekly live-stream will begin at 9:55 a.m.  
every Sunday streaming to welcome you to church, 

with no reservations. 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday 
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT CHURCH 

 Preparing our sanctuary to seat everyone who feels 
comfortable to attend is a response to our call for radi-
cal hospitality.  

First: We want to know that you’re coming to church! 

 Seating reservations for the 7/4 service can be 
made through our online system beginning Monday, 
6/28. You can also call to the church office to reserve 
your place. You can sit with members of your house-
hold and closely-connected friends. The same system 
will be available each week. 

Second: We want to greet you with radical hospitality! 

 When you arrive in the Atrium, you will find the 
Greeting Table. Members of our Greeting Teams will 
help you with nametags, bulletins, and will answer 
questions or provide you with other information. 

Third: We want to celebrate worship with you! 

 Our Ushers will meet you at the Sanctuary doors, 
and help you find your seat. At this time, we will be 
honoring the safer-distancing. Please remain in your 
seats for our time of worship. If you need to leave the 
room for any reason, please exit through the same 
door you entered. 

 

In all things, we will stand strong in extravagant welcome, 
in celebration of worship, and in service through mission 
in our community and beyond! 

WHAT TO EXPECT IN WORSHIP 

 We have worshipped together every week since the 
beginning of the pandemic. Now, we are safe to again 
join in-person to celebrate God’s love and our call to 
service in our community and beyond.  

Some things will be “the same:” 

 The Rainbow window will warm you like God’s 
love. The organ, piano, and strings will sing to you like 
God’s Spirit. The Worship Leaders will call us to fol-
low in Christ’s way. The pastors will open the scrip-
tures with you. We will pray together our joys and 
concerns. That’s what we do as a church community! 

Some things will be “different:” 

 Some parts of worship will be recorded before-
hand and projected in the Sanctuary. These may in-
clude our Time with Children, vocal music, wind in-
struments, and guest preachers.  

 We are a congregation of music and song. Singing 
together is a huge part of our community. However, 
because of our faith commitment to community health 
and the comfort and safety of all the people, we will 
sing together in our minds and spirits, and not vocally, 
for the time being. 

 Please see Page 4 for information on our summer 
faith formation offerings for children and youth. 
Weekly Sunday School will resume in September. The 
Infant Room will be available for use during worship, 
though it will not be staffed.  

MASKS ARE STILL A MUST 

 Our hope is for everyone to feel comfortable in 
our church campus. We respect that there are mem-
bers of our community who are not vaccinated against 
COVID because of age, health, or other reasons. 

 To give our community the most extravagant wel-
come, the church leadership asks that everyone contin-
ue to wear masks in all public areas of the church. 

CONNECTING IN NEW WAYS 

 Sharing in fellowship and hospitality are still diffi-
cult as the pandemic resolves. Beverage and refresh-
ment service will not be offered until later in the year. 

 Like our using masks, our Care & Community 
Leadership Team hopes that everyone will respect de-
parting from the Sanctuary and Narthex in a timely 
way following worship. 

Share Our Extravagant Welcome In-Person on July 4 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

7/01 Lana Kuntz  

7/02 Addisyn Shaffer  

7/03 Terry Atz 
 Dylan Holbert 
 Jean Mahon 
 Linda Heidenreich 

7/05 Marjorie Criddle 

7/06 Dale Priewe 

 7/07 Don Valkema  

7/09 Adeline Miller 

7/10 Martha Cowan 

7/13 Vanessa Hughes 

7/15 Sharon Hull 

7/17  Andrew Hartman 

7/19 Jim Drew  

7/21 Ann Carroll  

7/25 Nancy Otte 
 Ulan Price 

7/27 Mike Simler  

7/28 Ryan Shaffer 

7/29 William Kreeger 

7/30 Haydn Rice 
 Wessel Young  

7/31 Sybil Scovill 
 Steve Smith  

JULY BIRTHDAYS  JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

7/04 Lavonne & Ken Wagenknecht  

7/06 Mary & Larry Frazee  

7/10 Joan & Peter Flynn  

7/12 Daniel King & Robert Mayfield  

7/19 Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault  

7/24 Martha & Perry Cowan 
 Sarah & Hugh Knapp  

7/27 Angela & Tim Newkirk  

7/29 Dagny & Thompson Brandt  

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the July 15th TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, July 6th. 

 OUR FIRST TWO BENCHES ARRIVE 
ON 7/8/2021! 

COME SEE AND HAVE A SIT-DOWN!! 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Produced Purchased 

March 2,797 kWh 1,039 kWh 

April 3,141 kWh 0 kWH 

May 2,599 kWh 0 kWH 

Total kWh 8,537 kWh 1,039 kWh 

Last Year 

4,800 kWh 

3,240 kWh 

2,760 kWh 

10,800 kWh 

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

Next 

Update 

Soon! 

         

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 



4 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 

 ONE MORE THOUGHT: SUMMER FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

During this unusual summer, the Worship and Education Leadership Team has opted to offer some creative and 
new resources for our kids and youth instead of typical Sunday School classes.  

First, youth ages 4-14 will receive weekly Bible stories and activities in the mail. If you have questions 
about those materials, or do not receive them and would like to, please reach out to Rachel.  

Second, children and youth of all ages are invited to monthly events focused on fellowship and fun! 
Each event will have activities for multiple age groups, from toddlers to high schoolers. They will give kids op-
portunities to bond, have fun together, and know that they are an integral part of our church community. These 
are great events to invite friends to, or to attend with grandparents or other family members.  

Please save these dates: 

Friday, 7/23, 4:00pm - 6:00pm – Scavenger Hunt and Games in the Church Building 

Sunday, 8/22, 11:00am - 1:00pm – Ice Cream on the Church Lawn (please note the new time!) 

Be on the lookout for more details on these events as each date approaches. We hope to see you there! 


