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SOLAR POWERED—SPIRIT INSPIRED! 

 It has been one year since the Solar Power Project 
has been fully up-and-running! Six months from the 
start of installation, the final connections were made 
to put the 65 kWh peak generation project online. 

 In September, we received the final inspections 
from ComEd and the state regulatory agencies. Since 
9/17, we have seen the tangible results of this Crea-
tion Justice mission pay out: 12,000 kWh produced  
in the six months of autumn and winter! That repre-
sents one-third of our total electric usage for the peri-
od. This is more production than expected for that 
period, given the weather and the snows this winter! 

 With the sunnier seasons approaching, our solar 
stewardship will begin “banking” kilowatts (our un-
used production), realizing our 2020 Earth Day 
promise in real time: a 100% self-generated church 
campus. We are solar powered, and Spirit inspired! 

 God is good, and the sun’s warm hug surrounds 
us, even on the coldest of days! Let this inspiration 
guide us, as we continue to be passionate stewards of 
creation in Freeport and beyond! 

April 15, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Produced Purchased 

January 55 kWh 6,440 kWh 

February 1,429 kWh 4,152 kWh 

March 2,797 kWh 1,039 kWh 

Total kWh 4,281 kWh 11,631 kWh 

Last Year 

7,560 kWh 

5,760 kWh 

4,800 kWh 

18,120kWh 

KIDS’ WORSHIP —2ND-8TH GRADES 

 Kids’ Worship has expanded our age range! We’re 
now happy to welcome kids from 2nd to 8th grades 
to explore the stories of our faith together. We hope 
that this multi-age class will be an opportunity for 
collaboration between youth of different develop-
mental stages, where we can help one another and 
learn about what it means to be part of a diverse 
community. 

 This class meets on the first and third Sundays of 
each month, from 11:30 to 12:15. We meet in a hy-
brid model where you can join in either in-person at 
the church or online.  

Upcoming dates: 

 Sunday, 4/18 

 Sunday, 5/2 

For those joining in-person, remember your mask, 
and be prepared to follow the standard Covid-19 
precautions. For those who want to join in online, 
here is the Zoom access info: 

Meeting ID: 815-235-2825 
Password: 43549 

We’ll see you face-to-face and online!! 

 

 
 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 
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We at St. John UCC, in step with the United 

Church of Christ, seek to become a Creation Justice 
Church. We have gone solar, installed efficient light-
ing and heating systems, planted an environmentally 
friendly garden and use recyclable, biodegradable, 
and non-polluting products. 

We stand as a model for other churches and com-
munity neighbors to embrace solar. In the future, 
tree plantings are planned, lighting changes in the ed-
ucation wing finished and more electrical controls for 
lighting and A/C converted to better manage our use 
of energy. 

We look ahead then to help identify and rectify 
injustices within the community that result from un-
ethical and environmentally harmful practices by 
businesses, landlords and others. We are not alone in 
these efforts, which is encouraging.  

We celebrate 2021 Earth Day embracing these 
efforts and with hope for a healthier and just crea-
tion. 

CARE FOR CREATION 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE “GREEN 

TEAM” CELEBRATES EARTH DAY 

Beginning in the 19th century, some individuals 
observed the industrial boom had an impact on the 
natural world. This led to various groups emerg-
ing ,voicing concern for the environment. The natu-
ral habitats of animals were damaged. The soil, wa-
ter, and air essential to human health were polluted. 
The efforts of these groups early in the 20th century 
had no unifying focus. 

Then came the 1962 publication of Silent Spring 
by Rachel Carson. With it came greater public aware-
ness of DDT and the havoc it caused to bird species 
among others and the food chain leading to human 
consumption. 

Conservation efforts began to coalesce by the 
end of the 1960s. Gaylord Nelson, junior senator 
from Wisconsin, became a passionate force for the 
conservation movement. He and others then estab-
lished the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970. Twenty 
million Americans, 10% of the population at that 
time, participated that day in a variety of ways. In 
1990, Earth Day went international. Now earth-
day.org mobilizes one billion people worldwide. It 
has 75,000 partners in over 190 countries driving 
positive change for a healthier world. earthday.org’s 
“mission is to diversify, educate and activate the en-
vironmental movement worldwide…”. 

Concerns are justified about our ability to head 
off permanent and consequential damage to the en-
vironment, but there is encouraging progress. Exam-
ples: 330 companies are on pace with the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement for reducing emissions (25% since 
2015). General Motors, Ford, Volkswagen and Vol-
vo have committed to make most or all of their vehi-
cles electric. Several petroleum-based companies 
now support a carbon tax and greener business mod-
els. 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk  Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

5/02  Fiona Hughes 

5/03  Elva Piehn 

5/04  Rachel Kirk 

5/06  Judy Garkey 

5/09 Maggie Cich 

5/11 Dennis Garkey 

5/12 Michelle Cich 
Kenny Schrock 

5/15 Katelyn Copus 

5/16 Ronnie Clock 
Lisa Condie 

 

5/18 Rae Ann McMurray 

5/20 Dylan Kuntz 

5/23 Mary Frazee  
Sarah Knapp 

5/25 Jocelyn Walsh 

5/27 Kristi Ebbers 

5/28 Lannie Lehman 

5/30 Amanda Bertram-
Vizcarra 

MAY BIRTHDAYS  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

5/05 Michael & Alyson Graham 

5/10 Brian & Kim Evans 

5/11 Hayley Elliott & Rachel Kirk 

5/17 Dave & Olivia Shaffer 

5/17 Larry & Lana Kuntz 

5/18 Brett & Michele Piefer 

5/18 William & Kimberly Kreeger 

5/29 Phil & Barb Copus 

SHARING OUR GIFTS IN NEW WAYS: 
Online Giving and 

Automatic Donations 

To honor our Faith Commitment to St. John UCC, 
you can donate electronically. Here is a direct link to 
our Online Giving Portal: 

www.bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

This portal is powered by BREEZE/SWIPE, a se-
cure platform for financial transactions. If you would 
like to cover the fees for this transaction, check the 
box in the lower left-hand corner. The fee collected 
from your transaction will be credited to your giving. 

If you prefer, you can always send a check in the mail 
or place your donation in the secure mailbox located 
on the left side pillar of the Atrium entrance off the 
parking lot.  

You can also sign up for ACH transactions, automatic 
deductions from your checking or savings accounts. 
Speak with Pam or Lisa in the church office. 

Your first quarter giving statements have been sent 
out. Please look them over to make sure we are re-
ceiving your donations.  

Thank you for your continued generous support of 
St. John UCC! 

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $20,645 $21,250 (-$605) 

Other Income $6,747 $13,200 (-$6,453) 

Total Expenses $35,298  $35,438 (-$140) 

Month Total (-$7,905) (-$988) (-$8,893) 

YTD Income $51,603 $68,901 (-$17,298) 

Total Income $27,392 $34,450 (-$7,058) 

YTD Expenses $79,220  $70,876 $8,344 

YTD Total (-$27,617) (-$1,975) (-$25,642) 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the May 1st TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, April 20th. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 

 The Mission and Outreach Leadership team continues collecting bottlecaps and lids 
that will be turned into Bottlecap Benches for our congregation and neighbors to enjoy! 

 Our goal is to purchase eight 6-foot, rainbow benches with backs, for use outside the 
church building. We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and their ABC Promise Part-
nership to show others the value of recycling. We are never too old to learn about the en-
vironment and the role plastic plays to become a good earth steward. 

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect 200 pounds of bottlecaps and lids (or a total of  1,600 
pounds). All items for recycling must be received in clean condition and will be gathered until we reach our goal. 
When the 1,600 pounds are collected, an order for benches will be submitted and we will pick up our benches! 

 Currently, we have collected 309 pounds of bottlecaps and lids. That’s enough for 1 and 1/2 benches! Drop 
off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bottlecap Benches is located in the Atrium entrance for your conven-
ience.  

ONE BENCH! 

200 LBS 

Next Update 

Soon! 
           

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: BOTTLECAP BENCH PROJECT UPDATE 


