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April 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 

 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 While our world continues to heal from the Coronavirus global pan-
demic, we prepare to join Jesus in the triumphal entry into Jerusalem with 
the many gathered from across God’s creation; the week of lessons and  
ministry, sharing his passion with the Disciples; and his death at the 
hands of the political and religious authorities. 
 We know how the story ends—but we will wait with great expectation 
for the moments of the “stone rolled away,” and the cloths piled neatly 
by angelic messengers.  Easter is coming, and with it resurrection. To get 
there, we join together in remembrance of the stories of Holy Week. 
 In our continued support of the Restore Illinois plan, all Holy Week ob-
servations will be streamed on our Facebook Live page. 

 

March 28, 10:00 am Palm Sunday 
Sing “Hosannah!” with the children, as we enter the week recall the sto-
ries that begin Holy Week. Worship will start with a traditional Palm 
Parade, led by our youngest friends. 

April 1, 7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae 
Celebrate Communion, as we remember the Last Supper, pray with 
Christ in the Garden, and mourn with his followers at the cross. Wor-
ship will include the Tenebrae, a service of shadows, marking the story 
of Holy Week.  

April 4 Easter-Resurrection Sunday 
6:30—Sunrise Service, with Communion 

The Sunrise Service will take place with facemasks and social distanc-
ing on the church lawn (weather permitting).  

10:00—Celebration Service, with Communion 

Christ is Risen! Shout Hosannah! Celebrate this day of days with the con-
gregation. Come share in the transformation of Palm Sunday to Easter, 
triumph, through grief, and into new life! 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY 
AT ST. JOHN UCC  

CREDO: Lenten Study Series  
with a Safe-Distancing Twist 

Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 
Through 3/24  

 Lent gives us all an opportunity to 
get back to basics: to focus on the 
foundations of our faith and nurture 
those roots. This year’s Lenten Series, 
Credo, will be an opportunity to do this 
together as a community. By revisiting 
the history of our Christian traditions, 
reexamining our own values and be-
liefs, we can come together and re-
commit to the work of Christian life.  

Read more on this year’s Lenten Discussion 
Series on Page 3. 

 

EASTER FRUIT 
PIES 

Thanks to everyone 
for your orders. Your 
generous support is 
appreciated! 

Pre-ordered pies will be available for-
pick up on Good Friday, 4/2, from 
12:00-2:00 pm. 
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RECAP OF CREDO SO FAR 

 Our Credo journey so far has us jumping into some 
big, guiding questions. We have visited and revisited a 
few particular questions each week: What do I be-
lieve? What do we believe? And, who are we as a 
community? 

We have centered our sessions around the UCC 
Statement of Faith, the 1959 document that sought to 
unite the varying strands of a new denomination at its 
founding. 

In the first session, we talked about our own histories 
and heritages of faith. We spent time thinking 
through our personal stories of faith, noting especially 
the people and communities who helped us shape our 
discipleship. We chose words – “welcoming,” 
“structured,” “legalistic,” “safe” – to describe our ex-
periences of our formative churches. These words, 
positive and negative, shape our vision of who we 
want to be as a church.  

 

WEEKLY CONVERSATIONS 

 3/24: The Church 

We hope to see you for the final session! 

 The group meets on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-8:00 pm. You can participate in two ways: 

 In-person at the church:  

 Online via Zoom: 

   Meeting ID: 815 235 2824 
   Password: 2636 (or AMEN!) 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the April 15th TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, April 6th. 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Produced Purchased 

December 460 kWh 6,423 kWh 

January 55 kWh 6,440 kWh 

February 1,429 kWh 4,152 kWh 

Total kWh 1,944 kWh 17,015 kWh 

Last Year 

9,360 kWh 

7,560 kWh 

5,760 kWh 

22,680 kWh 

MISSION & OUTREACH: BOTTLECAP 
BENCH PROJECT UPDATE 

 Mission and Outreach Leadership Team continues 
its Creation Justice work collecting bottlecaps and lids 
for our  Bottlecap Benches project. 

 We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and 
their ABC Promise Partnership to show others the val-
ue of recycling, with our goal to purchase eight 6-foot, 
rainbow benches with backs, for use outside the 
church building. We’ve already collected over 240 
pounds of plastic—more than enough for one bench! 

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect a 
total of 1,600 pounds of bottlecaps and lids. All items 
must be received in clean condition and will be gath-
ered until we reach our goal. 

 Drop off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bot-
tlecap Benches is located in the Atrium entrance for 

your convenience. 

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

Next 

Update 

Soon! 

           

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

April—Korea 

 

In 2020, partner church the Presbyterian Church in 
the Republic of Korea (PROK), held a Peace 
Convocation marking the 70th Memorial Anniversary 
of the Korean War. The 1953 Armistice Agreement at 
the end of the Korean War did not lead to a peace 
agreement and the Korean land and people, including 
many families separated by war, remain divided to this 
day. International Partners have joined with Korean 
churches in calling attention to the need for an official 
agreement as “the first step toward ending this 
conflict and the military confrontation which 
threatens life on the Korean Peninsula.” Global 
ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the United Church of Christ join the 
global campaign for a Korea Peace Treaty, seeking a 
new direction in U.S. policy that prioritizes 
negotiations for a Korean peace treaty to replace the 
Armistice Agreement. In 2015, the Disciples and 
UCC each passed the resolution “A Call for Peace, 
Justice and Reunification in the Korean Peninsula.” 
May we all pray for peace across the Korean 
Peninsula and advocate for a permanent peace treaty. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

OUR CHURCH’S WIDER MISSION 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

& FOOD PANTRY 

Our culinary master team continues to prepare weekly 
dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. 
The team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday. 
Your generous gift of time and love fills hungry peo-
ple with food and friendship! We give thanks for Dan 
King’s creative leadership and expansive menus! Inter-
ested in helping? Contact Pam Wessel or Dan King! 

In supporting the Food Pantry: throughout April, we 
will be collecting Jelly. 

 
Our Office hours are 9:00am—3:00pm, Monday 
through Friday. Thank you for your generosity! 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

 Every year, our congregation supports community mission partners through special collections, gathered do-
nations, and direct financial support. Through the generous spirit of our members and friends, we demonstrate 
our commitment to be the church that God is calling us to be in Freeport and beyond. 

 In our annual budgeting, the Mission and Outreach Leadership Team is empowered to build relationships 
with our partners, understanding their impact. A large part of this relationship is in support of their practical and 
fiscal realities. 

 This year our congregation has set aside $10,000 for our Local Impact Grants. Each year, our Leadership 
Team meets with and reviews the needs of our partners, and determines our ability to support their mission, 
their needs, and their dreams. Recipients include Illinois Conference Outdoor Ministries, Advocate Children’s 
Hospital, Amity Learning Center, Boys and Girls Club of Freeport, Sadie’s Dream for a Cure, Mother Hubbard’s 
Cupboard, Kids’ Coats and Clothes, Back Bay Mission, Emmaus Homes, Freeport Area Church Cooperative, 
Voices of Stephenson County, and Contact of Northwest Illinois. 

 Look to future editions of Tidings for mission moments, sharing 
the stories of our partners and their work in Freeport, Stephenson 
County, and our wider world. 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 


