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March 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 

 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

St. John United Church of Christ continues to strive for that goal: to be the 
church that God is calling us to be in Freeport and beyond. 

This year, our Annual Congregational Meeting convened on February 7, 
2021,  at 11:30 AM. This was our first hybrid meeting ever, and 40 members 
attended either in-person in Fellowship Hall or online via Zoom.  

This type of meeting exemplifies the impact of 2020, the Coronavirus Peri-
od, and our ability to live out a vision of agile and responsive ministry. Thanks 
to our two-year-new Constitution and Bylaws, and the special rules adopted in 
August to conduct business through electronic meetings, the meeting took place 
and all items of business were concluded. Because of the requirement for a 
quorum of fifty, those gathered agreed to have their votes counted, while alter-
native ballots were sent out to the membership of the congregation. Using 
online survey tools and postal ballots, the motions below were all passed by ma-
jority. 

The first item of business was the receipt of the Annual Reports. These in-
cluded the congregational meeting minutes that completed and authorized 
(among other things) the approval of the North Wing fire annunciation system, 
the acknowledgement of the seventeen years of the Spiritual Life Retreat pro-
gram, and the calling of Rachel Kirk as our Pastor for Community and Mission. 

The second item of business was a motion for an emergency extension of 
the terms of office for the six elected church officers: Council President, Vice 
President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and two Members-at-Large. All in-
cumbent officers agreed to continue their service.  

The financial reports for 2020 demonstrated our sense of generous giving 
and mindful stewardship of our resources. Our total income was reported at 
$374,752. Our expenses were responsibly managed at $363,044. The net differ-
ence of $11,681 realized a “positive” budget, but this came with a  caveat. The 
congregation received $42,900 from the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) insti-
tuted by the Small Business Administration for financial relief during COVID.  

Please continue reading on Page 2 

2021 Annual Meeting Recap 

CREDO: Lenten Study Series  
with a Safe-Distancing Twist 

Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 
Through 3/24  

 Lent gives us all an opportunity to 
get back to basics: to focus on the 
foundations of our faith and nurture 
those roots. This year’s Lenten Series, 
Credo, will be an opportunity to do this 
together as a community. By revisiting 
the history of our Christian traditions, 
reexamining our own values and be-
liefs, we can come together and re-
commit to the work of Christian life.  

Read more on this year’s Lenten Discussion 
Series on Page 3. 

 

EASTER FRUIT 
PIES 

Our annual pie fund-
raiser was cancelled 
in November, but we 
would like to make 

your Easter celebration complete! Or-
ders for apple, blueberry, cherry, and 
peach pies are due by 3/22. Pick up 
will be 4/2, 12:00 pm. Cost is $10.  

Contact Pam at the church office 
or email: pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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Annual Meeting Recap, continued from p. 1 

 Finally, the assembly acted on the draft budget for 
2021. This year’s budget acknowledged the continued sup-
port of our staff team, our Leadership Teams, and our 
mission work in the community and in the world. Thanks 
to the work of our financial staff and Treasurer, a second 
round of PPP funding was secured for the year, in the 
amount of $48,205. Combined with the other sources of 
expected income, budget showed $413,405 and $425,258 
in expected expenses. The deficit is -$11,853, largely due 
to the full-year support of our fully-staffed ministry team. 
Our faith in God’s generosity, and our living with gener-
ous spirits demonstrates our hope and our commitment to 
attain a balanced budget in our ministry. And we believe 
that we will attain that commitment.  

The story of St. John UCC is deeper than money 
math. It is truly a story of how we listen to Christ’s Way; 
what we see in our community and society; and the ac-
tions we take to help the two meet in God’s realm of jus-
tice and love. 

 This year’s meeting demonstrated how creative we 
can be, sharing honest wisdom, engaged financial steward-
ship, and passionate participation in our mission. It 
showed the trust that we have with each other as one 
body in Christ, and our commitment to remain one in the 
Spirit. May we know God’s blessings in all that we do! 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

JANUARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $18,853 $21,250 (-$2,397) 

Other Income $5,358 $13,200 (-$7,842) 

Total Expenses $44,123  $35,438 $8,685 

Month Total (-$19,912) (-$988) (-18,924) 

YTD Income $24,211 $34,450 (-$10,239) 

Total Income $24,211 $34,450 (-$10,239) 

YTD Expenses $44,123  $35,438 $8,685 

YTD Total (-$19,912) (-$988) (-18,924) 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the March 15th TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, March 9th. 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Produced Purchased 

November 2,032 kWh 2,646 kWh 

December 460 kWh 6,423 kWh 

January 55 kWh 6,440 kWh 

Total kWh 2,547 kWh 15,509 kWh 

Last Year 

8,400 kWh 

9,360 kWh 

7,560 kWh 

25,320 kWh 

MISSION & OUTREACH: BOTTLECAP 
BENCH PROJECT UPDATE 

 Mission and Outreach Leadership Team continues 
its Creation Justice work collecting bottlecaps and lids 
for our  Bottlecap Benches project. 

 We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and 
their ABC Promise Partnership to show others the val-
ue of recycling, with our goal to purchase eight 6-foot, 
rainbow benches with backs, for use outside the 
church building. We’ve already collected over 240 
pounds of plastic—more than enough for one bench! 

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect a 
total of 1,600 pounds of bottlecaps and lids. All items 
must be received in clean condition and will be gath-
ered until we reach our goal. 

 Drop off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bot-
tlecap Benches is located in the Atrium entrance for 
your convenience.  

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

Next 

Update 

Soon! 

           

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 
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CALL FOR CONFIRMATION VIDEOS 

 St. John's Lenten series this year, Credo, will be 
revisiting some of the basics of our faith, like the in-
formation presented in a confirmation class.  

To go along with the series, we’re inviting all who are 
willing to make a 2-3 minute video talking about their 
own experience of confirmation, whether at St. John 
or another church. We’ll share these videos on our 
Facebook page to inform our discussions together. If 
you never went through a confirmation class, we’d 
love to hear about your experience of learning about 
Christian faith, whether through a pre-baptism class, 
new member class, or something else.  

If you’re willing to make a video, please call the 
church office or email rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 
Rachel will share with you the guiding questions for 
recording your own video at home, or set up a time 
for you to record one at the church. This can be a 
very simple and quick process.  

Please consider sharing your story! This will be a fun 
way for us to hear about the diversity of experiences, 
traditions, and churches that make up our congrega-

tion.  

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY IN 2021 

 Credo is a Latin word meaning “I believe.” It is the 
first word of many of the ancient Christian creeds, 
including the Nicene Creed, Apostles’ Creed, and 
others. In contemporary English, a credo refers to a 
guiding belief or principle.  

 Credo is also the title of our Lenten series this year. 
Lent is always in some sense an opportunity to get 
back to basics, to focus on the foundations of our 
faith and nurture those roots. Credo will be an oppor-
tunity to do this as a community, by revisiting the 
history of our Christian traditions, reexamining our 
own values and beliefs, and recommitting to the 
work of Christian life.  

 Fittingly, as we explore these basics, we’ll also 
think back to our own experiences of confirmation 
or faith formation. How did we come to be Chris-
tians? Who taught us about what that meant? What 
is most important about those early experiences, and 
what have we learned since then?  

 The group will meet on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:30-8:00 pm. You can participate in two ways: 

 In-person at the church: Please call the 
church office by Monday of each week to let 
us know you will be present. This ensures we 
will have space and can comply with our safe-
distancing requirements.  

 Online via Zoom: 

   Meeting ID: 815 235 2824 

   Password: 2636 (or AMEN!) 

If you’re unfamiliar with Zoom, please let the church 
staff know. We can help you set it up or answer 
questions so that you can participate.  

WEEKLY CONVERSATIONS 

 3/3: God      3/17: The Spirit  

 3/10: Jesus Christ   3/24: The Church 

 We hope this Lent can be a time of rebuilding and 
increasing connections within our community. Credo 
will be a place to exchange stories, explore ideas, and 
grow in Christian faith and discipleship together.  
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FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

Our Godly Play leaders share a lesson each week, and 
families can enjoy the lessons together after sharing in 
morning worship. 

The next weeks’ sharing will include: 

 3/07 Faces of Easter 2 
 3/14 Faces of Easter 3 
 3/21 Faces of Easter 4 
 3/28 Faces of Easter 5 
 3/29 Faces of Easter 6 
The video lessons are posted each Sunday at 10:45am: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/videos 

 

KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

Kids’ Worship is shifting this month! We’ll now be 
meeting in a hybrid model where you can join in either 
in-person at the church or online. Our class meets on 
the first and third Sundays of the month, from 11:30 
until about 12:15.  

Upcoming dates:   3/7 and 3/21 

For those who want to join in person, remember your 
mask, and be prepared to follow the standard Covid-
19 precautions. For those who want to join in online, 
here is the Zoom access info: 

Meeting ID: 815-235-2825 
Password: 43549 

 
Our focus is the same: learn stories of our faith and 

explore where we see and hear God in our lives!

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

All youth between 5th and 8th grades are invited to 
join HELIX each Wednesday between 2:30 and 
4:30pm. For the next few months, our programming 
will focus on our SELVES: who we are, how we care 
for ourselves, and how we can accomplish our goals.  

If you haven’t seen it recently, please check out the 
HELIX Facebook page! We post updates there, as 
well as videos and resources to reinforce the things we 
discuss at meetings. We believe these resources might 
be interesting and useful to the social and emotional 
needs of people of all ages! 

facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

This Month’s Calendar: 

3/3: Helping Others in Our Community  

3/10: Supporting our Selves 

3/17: Knowing Our Emotions   

3/24: Spring Break—No Meeting 
 
Please contact Rachel at (815)235-2824 or  
helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org for more information.  
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: 

UCC OFFERING FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE 

Water is life. Water is love. Let love flow. 

Access to clean fresh water is vital for all of humanity, 
but for women in particular, water access means the 
difference between life and death for them and their 
families. The United Nations International 
observance of World Water Day (March 22) reflects 
on the importance of water in our daily lives and 
remembers those who lack access to adequate 
drinking water supplies. 

For women and girls around the world, it can be a 
twelve-hour walk to the nearest water source to 
collect water to maintain basic needs and crucial 
hygiene practices during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

With your support, 100 families will benefit from the 
Water Well Project, sponsored by the United Church 
of Christ in Mozambique (UCCM). When you give to 
One Great Hour of Sharing, you invest in the hopeful 
future of women and girls around the world and serve 
as co-workers with God to build a just world for all. 

One Great Hour of Sharing works through a global 
network of partners, so that none of us has to do this 
work alone. Strong relationships are at the heart of 
this shared ministry, recognizing that true servant 
leadership empowers each person and community to 
use the gifts they’ve been given. 

When we give to One Great Hour of Sharing, our 
gifts join with others and the effects multiply 
exponentially as God gives growth. 

We will collect this special offering on 3/14/2021. 
Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
help make this world look more like the world God 
imagines. Please give generously!  

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

March—Lesotho 

 

The Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa 
(LECSA) is one of Africa’s oldest Protestant 
churches. LECSA, a partner church of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of 
Christ through Global Ministries, has approximately 
580 primary and secondary schools in the country. 

In many classrooms, students are crowded around a 
single desk, sitting on benches, or sitting on  the floor 
without a place to work or take notes. Teachers have 
no place to set teaching materials. 

Fortunately, LECSA also operates the Leloaleng 
Manufacturing Centre (LMC), which builds school 
furniture. LECSA partners with LMC to build school 
furniture, giving the community increased 
employment opportunities. LECSA seeks to provide 
teacher tables, student desks, and chalkboards to 
improve learning and teaching. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

OUR CHURCH’S WIDER MISSION 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

3/01 Robert Mayfield 

3/03 Jill Kuntz 

3/04  Graham Atz,  
Hallie Atz,           
Kathleen Monte 

3/05 Tom Hull 

3/09 Shirley 
Fritzenmeier  
Michael Smith 

3/11 Lisa Ebbers,  
Kim Evans 

3/13 Hugh Knapp 

3/14 Kevin Souders 

3/15 Kelly Priewe 

3/16 Norma Valkema 

3/18 Bonnie Gennusa 

3/20 Dee Agnew, 
DeLeana Atz 

3/22 Diane Jochum 
Ben Lee 

3/25 Bill Kuntz 

3/26 Marilyn DeVries 
Peter Flynn 

3/28 Shan MacAdam 

3/31 Mason Lehman 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS  

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

& FOOD PANTRY 

Our culinary master team continues to prepare weekly 
dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. 
The team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday. 
Your generous gift of time and love fills hungry peo-
ple with food and friendship! We give thanks for Dan 
King’s creative leadership and expansive menus! Inter-
ested in helping? Contact Pam Wesel or  Dan King! 

In supporting the Food Pantry: throughout March, we 
will be collecting Peanut Butter. 

 
Our Office hours are 9:00am—3:00pm, Monday 
through Friday. Thank you for your generosity! 

4/01  Jill Gastel 

4/03  Kim Kreeger 

   Jackie Neebel 

4/06  Alyson Graham 
    Kirsti Williams 

4/10  Victoria Franz 

4/11  Sylvia Bomgarden 

4/13  Lanah  
   Queckboerner,  
   Steve Spyrison 

4/14  Gina Bertram 

4/15  Kathryn Smith 

4/18  Eric Olson 

4/19  Dan Wessel 

4/20  Grace                            
   Queckboerner 

4/21  Lavonne    
   Wagenknecht 

4/22  Larry Kuntz 

   Sandra DeBoer 

4/23  Betty Pruitt 

4/25  Hayley Elliott 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

4/01  Mike & Susan  
    Feagan 

4/13  Hank & Christina 
       Fairman 

4/14  Tim & Patty Weik 

4/19  Clifford & Diane 
    Vowles  

4/27  Jaime & Amanda
        Bertram Vizcarra 

4/28  Don & Ronnie  
      Clock 
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Below is a sample page from a Lenten resource sent to families with children and youth from the Worship and 
Education Leadership Team. If you would like a copy of this packet of devotionals, activities, and coloring pag-
es, please contact Rachel. We hope it can be a blessing to people of all ages on your Lenten journeys. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE HEART 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:OUR WORK IN “BECOMING” AN ANTI-RACISM CONGREGATION 

 “Becoming” anti-racist is always a work in progress. The roots of white suprema-
cy and the realities of white privilege are built into our American context. It takes 
committed work to be open to discussing the multi-layered issues, and committed 
work to dismantle the systems that support racial injustice in our city, state, nation 
and world. 

 One organization that has been historically committed to anti-racism work is the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or the NAACP. In 
the early 1900’s, Freeport hosted an NAACP chapter. The chapter worked diligently 
to build social justice and civil rights for the Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities in Freeport and Ste-
phenson County. In time, the chapter merged with the Rockford NAACP branch. 

 This year, a group of concerned citizens have come to reorganize a local NAACP branch in Freeport “to im-
prove the political, educational, social, and economic status of African American and other racial and ethnic mi-
norities, to eliminate racial prejudice and to keep the public aware of the adverse effects of discrimination.” The  
Mission & Outreach Leadership Team has voted to be a Supporting Organization in its formation. 

 Look to future editions of Tidings for how our community at St. John UCC can join our mission “to be the 
church God is calling us to be in Freeport” in their work in the branch’s work in anti-racism and social justice. 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 


