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February 14, 2021 

A letter from the Mission and Outreach Leadership Team, 
in regard to the Criminal Justice Reform Bill (HB3653): 

The Mission and Outreach Leadership Team of St. John United Church of Christ in Freeport supports the 
implementation of HB3653. As people of faith guided by the Christian tradition, we believe we are called by 
Christ to advocate for justice and the wellbeing of all people. Therefore, we support this bill and its efforts 
toward civil rights and racial justice in Freeport and Stephenson County. 

 

We respect the opinions of local leaders who have formally condemned this bill. However, we feel called to 
publicly state our belief that this bill will in fact make our communities safer by increasing protection of civil 
liberties. 

In particular, we applaud the Illinois Legislative Black Caucus and our state Representatives and Senators 
who recognized the need to end the unjust system of cash bail. We are happy that our state joins the ranks 
of others who have reformed their cash bail systems: New Jersey, Colorado, Alaska, Maryland, New Mexico, 
and Arizona, as well as many counties and cities nationwide. 

In a cash bail system, people who are charged with a crime buy their freedom if they can, while those who 
cannot must wait in jail until their trials. Spending even a few days in jail can result in job loss, housing loss, 
even loss of custody of one’s children, which causes enormous disruption to families and communities. This 
system exacerbates existing inequalities within our communities, rewarding the rich and punishing the poor 
for their socioeconomic status.  

In addition, It is well-documented that pretrial detention increases the likelihood of conviction and guilty 
pleas, as well as the length of sentencing. In other words, those who can afford bail are more likely to win 
their cases, while those who cannot are more likely to lose. In this way, a cash bail system impedes the 
justice system’s ability to enact justice.  

Finally, we question our local lawmakers’ claims that there were no opportunities for local communities to 
give input on HB3653. Nine public hearings were held on the bill, making up over 30 hours of public 
testimony. In addition, the Illinois Supreme Court Commission on Pretrial Practices conducted a two-year 
process of study and a twelve-month listening period to discuss the impact of pretrial practices (including no 
cash bail). One of these hearings was held in Freeport on June 24, 2019.  

 

In conclusion, the Mission and Outreach Leadership Team affirms again our support of HB3653, 
particularly its ending of the unjust policy of cash bail. We hope that its passage is a step toward a safer 
community in Freeport and Stephenson County: one that supports Christ’s values of peace and justice, 
where all are treated equally under the law and are truly “innocent until proven guilty.” 


