
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Light of the World: The Candle of Peace 

December 5, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE There is a Longing Anne Quigley 
  Songs of the Spirit 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Barb Copus 
One: This very morning you will hear the voice of God. 

But how will we listen? 

All: We wait for God’s Word, carried with love, 
borne in its time like a waiting child. 

One: Put your hand to your ear, 
focus your eyes on the mouth of the storyteller. 

All: We listen for God’s still-speaking voice, 
calling to us across time and across this room. 

One: Call out to one another, “don’t be afraid to speak up!” 
The reign of God is near! 

All: We come, give thanks and celebrate 
as we wait for God’s light to burst forth. 

One: Come, let us worship. 

 

HYMN (WAR 158) Blest Be the God of Israel MERLE’S TUNE 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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CENTERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Lighting of Advent Candles  The Buus Family 

One: Our homes and our world are under siege with 
information: Angry voices compelling hate; 
Quiet voices counseling complacency; 
Mechanical voices offering “deals.” 
Too much information!  Too little wisdom! 

All: Confusion surrounds us; Truth gets lost. 

One: We remind ourselves of our ancient story: 

All: John, Zachariah’s son, … went all through the 
country around the Jordan River preaching a 
baptism of life-change leading to forgiveness of 
sins, as described in the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “…prepare God’s arrival! 
Make God’s road smooth and straight 
  (Luke 3:2-4, The Message) 

One: Let us light this second candle of Advent, a candle of 
Peace. In its light, let us think, quietly and peacefully, 
about what voices of true life-change and forgiveness are 
speaking in our world right now 

All: Let this candle of Advent Peace shine in our hearts 
all week. And remind us to enter times of quiet and 
peace in order to listen, through the noise of our 
lives, for the call to prepare for the Holy One. 

 Response Light the Advent Candle 
 (TFWS 2090, v 2)  ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 1:68-79 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 126 with thanks to Francesca LaRosa 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Tim Ebbers 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM An Advent Credo Joseph M. Martin 
  Songs of the Spirit 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 3:1-6 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE:  The Way of the Lord Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (GTG 106) Prepare the Way, O Zion  
   BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song The Advent of Our God Stephen Gabrielsen 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God of mercy, when what we offer seems small, 
help us remember we are part of something larger. 

 Help us remember that every gesture of kindness magnifies 
love’s reach. Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns  

 Invitation to the Table 

One: The prophets foretold it: the desert burst into bloom. 
Angelic messengers delivered news:  
a priest lost his speech; a young woman found her voice. 
In this season of Advent, the scriptures revive old stories 
and bring new understandings. 

All: In the face of critics and skeptics,  
our faith cries out, resilient, 
like a baby from a manger bed. 
We come together at this table of hope. 

 Communion Prayer 

 

 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 
Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate.  
When invited, eat the Bread, and drink the Cup. 

Red wine is served in the outer circle, and White grape juice in the inner circle 
 

 *Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 
 We thank you, God, 

for Christ’s light breaking into our world  
and pouring the Spirit’s blessing into our lives. 

 We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving  
and the stories of hope, peace, love, and joy that it tells.  

 Inspire us to take this taste of welcome into the world, and to 
extravagantly share it on whatever roads we journey this week. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (WAR 156) On Jordan’s Banks PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Prepare the Way Dale Wood 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONREGATIONAL SINGING AND VOCAL MUSIC 
RESUMES 12/19/21 

After eighteen months of Coronavirus-caused silence, we will come 
together in Song. On Sunday, 12/19, our congregation will resume 
singing together in worship. 

Masks will still be a must while singing, and in all public spaces 
in the church building. Congregational Singing and Vocal will continue 
unless mitigations require otherwise. 

As a congregation, we also recognize that everyone may not yet be 
ready, or feel safe, to sing together. We want you all to feel heard, and 
we honor your needs. Our worship services will continue to be streamed 
online to extend our extravagant welcome to you. 

Whoever you are, and however you sing to God your thanks and 
praise, we welcome your voice back to worship! Come ready to sing the 
hymns on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. And yes! Join in the Lessons 
and Carols of Christmas Eve!  

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 




