
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 
For 117 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and 

the Emergency Fund have been tangible expressions of God’s love and 
light in the world. One of the four Special Mission Offerings of the 
United Church of Christ, the Christmas Fund provides UCC 
congregations and members an opportunity to reach out in 
kindheartedness to those who have faithfully shepherded our Church 
and who now find themselves facing unexpected financial needs.  

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for 
the active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of 
Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering. 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the 
one above, but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and 
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income 
retirees. 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of 
retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing 
living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of 
renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 

 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Light of the World: The Candle of Joy 

December 19, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Hymn to Joy Henry Van Dyke 
  Carl & Dianna Cole arr. C. Cole 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Allen Buus 
One: God chose an unexpected village 

as the birthplace for the Messiah. 

All: Our God is full of surprises! 

One: God called an older woman and a young girl 
to be prophets. 

All: Our God is full of surprises! 

One: God calls ordinary people 
– you and me – 
to work for justice and healing in our land. 

All:  Our God is full of surprises! 

One:  Come, let us worship our surprising God. 

 

HYMN (WAR 182) O Come, All Ye Faithful! ADESTE FIDELES 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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CENTERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Lighting of Advent Candles  The Kubatzke and Musser Families 

One: Who listens to the voices of the poor? 
Who shares strength with the powerless? 
Who surprises with forgiveness, 
and makes all things new? 

All: Our hope as fragile as an infant, and as resilient. 

One: We remind ourselves of Mary's ancient song: 

All: Sing out my soul, Sing of the holiness of God 
Who has lifted up the poor; satisfied the hungry; 
and given voice to the silent. 

 All of this because God made a promise, 
to every generation and forever! 

 Sing of the longing of God, 
Sing out, my soul!  (Luke 1:39-55, paraphrased) 

One: Let us light this fourth candle of Advent, a candle of Joy. 
In its light, let us think about our world, about wherever 
our God is longing to be born in peace, in joy, in 
freedom and in wholeness. 

All: Let this candle of Advent Joy shine in our hearts all 
week and remind us to be midwives to Christ's birth 
in our work for justice, our practice of peace, our 
offering of forgiveness. 

 Response Light the Advent Candle 
 (TFWS 2090, v 4)  ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Hank Fairman 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Micah 5:2-5a from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Luke 1:46-55 with thanks to Sue & Randy Cook 
 

ANTHEM  He Gives Me Joy Evi Tornquist 
  Carl & Dianna Cole arr. C. Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 1: 39-45 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE: The Friendly Beasts 
  St. John UCC Children and Youth 

 

HYMN (NCH 138) The Friendly Beasts ORIENTIS PARTIBUS 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Moment for Mission   The Christmas Fund 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Joy Bells Spiritual, arr. C. Cole 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Providing God, you know how hard it is for us to listen and 
speak up in turn. May these offerings be shared in ways that 
cause your people to speak your name and hear your voice. 
And may your peace make us ready to welcome the light of 
Advent into our hearts and our world. Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  
Prayers of the People 

 

HYMN (WAR 179, vv 1,2,4) Joy to the World! ANTIOCH 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Down In My Heart Spiritual, arr. C. Cole 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONREGATIONAL SINGING AND VOCAL MUSIC 
RESUMES TODAY! 

After eighteen months of Coronavirus-caused silence, we will come 
together in Song. Today, our congregation will resume singing together 
in worship. 

Masks are still a must while singing, and in all public spaces in 
the church building. Congregational Singing and Vocal will continue 
unless mitigations require otherwise. 

As a congregation, we also recognize that everyone may not yet be 
ready, or feel safe, to sing together. We want you all to feel heard, and 
we honor your needs. Our worship services will continue to be streamed 
online to extend our extravagant welcome to you. 

Whoever you are, and however you sing to God your thanks and 
praise, we welcome your voice back to worship! Come ready to sing the 
hymns on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. And yes! Join in the Lessons 
and Carols of Christmas Eve! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME AND CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 
AT ST. JOHN UCC 

December 19 “Longest Night” Healing Service 

Come together, and welcome Advent’s light into our hopeful, needing 
world. This special service of healing and hope will begin at 4:00 pm. 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is born anew in 
our hearts! Worship for all ages begins at 5:00 pm. Share in the 
songs and scriptures of the Lessons and Carols service. Close the 
Christmas night with candlelight. Come and praise as we light the 
candle of Christ. 

December 26 Christmas Hymn Sing 

O Come, all Ye Faithful and celebrate the Christmas weekend, 
singing the carols together! 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


