
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

COME AND CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
AT ST. JOHN UCC 

December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Come, sing out with joy! We will resume congregational singing 
and live vocal music. Masks will still be a must.  

Start the Christmas week with the music ministry of Carl and Dianna 
Cole. Hear the Good News of Christmas, shared by our children and  
Lift your voice together with the whole congregation as we light the 
candle of Love.  

 “Longest Night” Healing Service 

Come together, and welcome Advent’s light into our hopeful, needing 
world. This special service of healing and hope will begin at 4:00 pm. 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is born anew in 
our hearts! Worship for all ages begins at 5:00 pm. Share in the 
songs and scriptures of the Lessons and Carols service. Close the 
Christmas night with candlelight. Come and praise as we light the 
candle of Christ. 

December 26 Christmas Hymn Sing 

O Come, all Ye Faithful and celebrate the Christmas weekend, singing 
the carols together! 

 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Light of the World: The Candle of Love 

December 12, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE He is Born C. Wesley 
  Bell Choir 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Colin Ebbers 
One: God comes! So don't let go of all the reasons to rejoice. 

All: We will sing a song of Advent 
to the One who fills our lives with love. 

One: God comes! So don't stop lifting your prayers  
with thanksgiving. 

All: We will sing a song of Advent,  
to the One who hears our words and silence. 

One: God comes! So don't stop giving your hearts to God. 

All: We will sing a song of Advent to the One 
who graces us with a love  
we cannot begin to understand. 

One: Come, let us sing praises to our God. 

 

HYMN (WAR 153) Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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CENTERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Lighting of Advent Candles  The Ebbers Family 

One: We move from one task to another,  
from one responsibility to another.   
The holidays may wear us out with worries  
about preparations, about family relationships,  
about money, about presents! 

All: We are scattered and busy about too many things. 

One: We remind ourselves of Paul's ancient advice: 

All: Celebrate God all day! Revel in God! 
Help others see that the Christ is about to arrive! 
Don't fret or worry.  Instead of worrying, pray. 

 It is wonderful what happens when Christ displaces 
worry at the center of your life. 
 (Philippians 4:4-7, adapted from The Message) 

One: Let us light this third candle of Advent, a candle of Love. 
In its light, let us turn our worries into prayers for God 
to be present to us right now. 

All: Let this candle of Advent Love shine in our hearts 
all week to remind us to pray and praise and place 
Christ at the center this season. 

 Response Light the Advent Candle 
 (TFWS 2090, v 3)  ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Philippians 4:4-7 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Isaiah 12:2-6 with thanks to Chris Brunelle 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Barb Copus 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Carol of the Birds Barbara Kinyon 
  Bell Choir 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 3:7-9, 15-18 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE:  Rejoice in the Lord Always Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (NCH 112) Keep Awake, Be Always Ready WACHET AUF 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song People Look East J. Wayne Kerr 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God of mercy, when what we offer seems small, help us 
remember we are part of something larger.  

 Help us remember that every gesture of kindness magnifies 
love’s reach. Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  
Prayers of the People 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: an Affirmation of Baptism 

Invitation & Sentences 

 

Questions of the Candidates 

 

Affirmation of Faith (on screen) UCC Statement of Faith 

 

Address & Question about Participation 

 

Welcome and Reception 
One: Let us, the members of St. John United Church of 

Christ, express our welcome and affirm our mutual 
ministry in Christ. 

All: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this 
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers 
as we share the hopes and labors of the church of 
Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may 
we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge 
and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

 

Prayer & Greeting of Christian Love 

 

HYMN (WAR 193, vv1-3) Sing We Now of Christmas  
   NOËL NOUVELET 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Proclamation on WACHET AUF Aaron David Miller 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONREGATIONAL SINGING AND VOCAL MUSIC 
RESUMES 12/19/21 

After eighteen months of Coronavirus-caused silence, we will come 
together in Song. On Sunday, 12/19, our congregation will resume 
singing together in worship. 

Masks will still be a must while singing, and in all public spaces 
in the church building. Congregational Singing and Vocal will continue 
unless mitigations require otherwise. 

As a congregation, we also recognize that everyone may not yet be 
ready, or feel safe, to sing together. We want you all to feel heard, and 
we honor your needs. Our worship services will continue to be streamed 
online to extend our extravagant welcome to you. 

Whoever you are, and however you sing to God your thanks and 
praise, we welcome your voice back to worship! Come ready to sing the 
hymns on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. And yes! Join in the Lessons 
and Carols of Christmas Eve! 

 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


