
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 

 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
A SEASON OF GENEROSITY: THE STEWARDSHIP OF RISK 

November 7, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE God, We Praise You arr. Kevin J. Sadowski 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Thompson Brandt 
One: Who can climb the mountain of our God, 

and dwell in a holy place? 

All: Come, people of God! God is here in our midst, 
inviting us into a new place. 

One: Who can climb the mountain of our God, 
and dwell in a holy place? 

All: The God who offered a land  
flowing with milk and honey, 
offers a new heaven and a new earth, 
a holy city, a place of God’s presence. 

One: Who can climb the mountain of our God, 
and dwell in a holy place? 

All: God calls us to cleanse our hearts, 
to offer ourselves to God with all our beings. 

One: Let us climb the mountain of our God, 
and dwell in a holy place! 

All: Come, let us worship God! 

 

HYMN (NCH 299) For All the Saints SINE NOMINE  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 God of our parents in faith, 
through the ages you called forth people –  
courageous, faithful, and steadfast. 

 We come into this sacred space mindful 
of the generations of faith who have come before us: 
adults and children, all genders and every identity, 
certain and questioning, hopeful and despairing. 

 We give thanks for the welcome 
all receive from you, Divine Beloved, 
and for the ways we continue 
to be enfolded into community. 

 With grateful hearts, we raise in name today 
the saints in our midst who have shaped our faith, 
making us to be saints in your realm. 

 Open us to the past 
and to the bold testimony to faith in our world today. 

 Connect us to the great cloud of witnesses 
so we may proclaim Christ's justice and compassion 
in our own time, in our own place, and bring 
your realm of peace with justice into our world.  Amen. 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Ruth 3:1, 3:5, 4:13-17 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 24 with thanks to Francesca La Rosa 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Tim Ebbers 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
ANTHEM Womanish Transfigurations/I’m Surrounded M. M. McClain 

 Mia Michelle McClain, Dawn Anthony and Adrienne Williams 
  shared at General Synod 33 of the United Church of Christ 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 12:38-44 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

TOTENFEST: A Celebration of Life  Rev. Hank Fairman 

 Reading of the Names and Lighting of Candles 

 

HYMN (VU 551) Before You Now, O God ST. AGNES 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Moment For Mission: Annual Mission Campaign 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song I Sing a Song of the Saints of God arr.  C. Callahan 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 May our giving add strength to our witness, O God, of the work 
of your Realm done through your people. May the witness of 
the Saints in Light make us ready to proclaim the Gospel of 
peace in our homes, our places of work and leisure, and 
throughout our community and world. 

 May these gifts be multiplied as we conceive of God’s abundant 
love and give birth to the ways of love and justice in our world. 
Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns  

 Invitation to the Table 

One: God is in this place, from generation to generation. 

All: God is in our hearts: before, today, and forever. 

One: Join with the Saints, 
those in light and those sitting next to you. 

All: We come together to celebrate, remember, and give 
thanks for the love that built the Body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 Communion Prayer 

 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate.  
Red wine and white grape juice are served for your preference. 

Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone in the Sanctuary and at home 
in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 

 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 

 Creative, connecting God, 
you have sent your Spirit and made us the body of Christ. 

 From each generation, you have challenged the faithful 
to learn from those who have come before them 
and lived to be called Saints in our world. 

 From child-like faith to youthful energy, 
from middle-aged mindfulness, to elder’s wisdom, 
we thank you for this time, this remembrance. 

 Make us one, in body, and spirit, and mission. 
Increase our faith. Help us to love.  Encourage us to act. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

HYMN (WAR 531) Rejoice in God’s Saints HANOVER 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Postlude on SINE NOMINE Paul L. Wrightp 
 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 
Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 438.14 kWh 
 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLIDAY PEANUT BRITTLE 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team is taking pre-orders for peanut 
brittle.  These will be a generous .5 lb. bag for $5.00.  The Peanut Brittle 
will be ready by November 14th for pickup. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 
PIE BAKING 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team is taking orders for pies for 
your Thanksgiving celebration. We will be making Pumpkin, Cherry, and 
Apple this year. 

Pick up will be Wednesday November 24th at 12pm. Cost is $10 each. 
Place your order on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or email 
pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Orders will be taken until November 12th. 

 

ANNUAL HAT & MITTEN TREE 

 From November to December, our congregation works with Amity’s 
Attic and Kid’s Coats and Clothes, collecting mittens, hats, and gloves. 
Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, sweaters, heavy socks, and boots 
are appreciated. Please place your donations on the Christmas tree in the entry way 
or in the baskets surrounding it. 

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP 
SOCKS & FSD #145 SHOE FUND 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our community-wide 
Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. This year, congregations 
are invited to share in a “Community Thanksgiving Fellowship” event. 
This will be an outdoor event, from 4:00-7:00 with hospitality and 
“drive-up” communion, hosted at Grace Episcopal Church  

Funds will again be collected to support the FSD 145 Shoe Fund. This 
collection provides winter-appropriate footwear for children and youth. 

Every good pair of shoes needs a new, good pair of socks! Throughout 
the month of November, every local church is challenged to collect new 
socks in sizes ranging from Pre-K children to High School youth.  

Look for the laundry basket in the entry way and warm some feet today! 
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TOTENFEST: A Celebration of Life 
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