
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Light of the World: The Candle of Hope 

November 28, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Come Thou Long Expected Jesus C. Wesley 
  Arr. C. Cole 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Hayley Elliott 
One: We begin the Advent season, once again waiting for 

God’s presence to burst forth among us. 

Many:  We wait for God, hungry for what is real. 

One: We turn our eyes to Bethlehem, doubting and yet hoping 
for the sound or a song or the sight of a star.  

Many:  We wait for God, knowing that this world is not as 
it should be. 

One: We return to seek God once again: beginning another 
day, another week, another year. We have not given up. 

Many:  We wait for God, trusting that God’s promises 
endure and that Christ will come, making all things 
new. 

One:  Come, let us wait and worship together.  

 

HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 
 (NCH #116) vv. 1, 2, 6, & 7 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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CENTERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Lighting of Advent Candles 

One: These are fearful days: Words of hate. Acts of terror. 
Welcomes withheld. Truths denied. 

All: Anxiety is a constant companion; 
Hope feels like a stranger. 

One: We call out of our anxiety with the words of the Psalms: 

All: Show us how you work, God; 
School us in your ways. Take us by the hand; 
Lead us down the path of [well-being].  
You are our Savior, aren’t you? 
Mark the milestones of your mercy and love 
  (Psalm 255-27a, The Message) 

One: We remind ourselves of Luke’s ancient promises: 
 Justice is coming!  Love is on the way!  
 Lift up your heads and watch for the signs! 

 Let us light this first candle of Advent, a candle of Hope. 

All: Let this candle of Advent Hope shine in our hearts 
all week. Let us remember to lift up our heads and 
open our eyes to watch for signs of the holy. 

 Response Light the Advent Candle
  (TFWS 2090, v 1)  ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Jeremiah 33:14-16 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 122 with thanks to Chris Brunelle 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Sarah Knapp 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
ANTHEM Soon and Very Soon A. Crouch 

  Arr. C. Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 21:25-36 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE:  What Are We Hoping For? Pastor Rachel Kirk 

 

HYMN Before You Now, O God LLANGLOFFAN 
 (VU 511) vv. 1, 2, & 4 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song O, Come Emmanuel T. Helmore 
Arr. C. Cole 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God, we ask your blessings on all the gifts we bring to your 
service. Use our money, our skills, our energies, and our 
passions to magnify your love on earth. May they be 
expressions of our hope in your world to come. Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

HYMN (NCH 609)  Now Is the Time Approaching  WEBB 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Soon and Very Soon (Reprise)  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Join in the annual tradition today following worship! See the trees rise in 
color and light. Hang the wreaths in celebration of the Christmas season. 
There is something special for every age and every person! 

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP 
SOCKS & FSD #145 SHOE FUND 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our community-wide 
Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. This year, congregations 
are invited to share in a “Community Thanksgiving Fellowship” event. 
This will be an outdoor event, from 4:00-7:00 with hospitality and 
“drive-up” communion, hosted at Grace Episcopal Church. 

Funds will again be collected to support the FSD 145 Shoe Fund. This 
collection provides winter-appropriate footwear for children and youth. 

Every good pair of shoes needs a new, good pair of socks! Throughout 
the month of November, every local church is challenged to collect new 
socks in sizes ranging from Pre-K children to High School youth.  

Look for the laundry basket in the Atrium, and warm some feet today! 

 

Mitten Tree and Coat Closet 

From November to December, our congregation works with Amity’s 
Attic and Kid’s Coats and Clothes, collecting mittens, hats, and gloves 
(no scarves please). Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, sweaters, and 
heavy socks, and boots are appreciated. Your donations will help keep 
the children of Freeport warm! 

The Tree and collection bins are located at the Atrium entrance. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


