
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 

 
 

REALM OF CHRIST 
A SEASON OF GENEROSITY: A STEWARDSHIP OF THANKSGIVING 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
November 21, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE We Gather Togeteher Douglas Wagner 
  Bell Choir 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Anita Bicksler 
One: All children of God, rejoice and be glad! 

Many: The world is full of wonder and delight; 
God’s creation echoes with joy. 

One: When life seems to become a nightmare, 

Many: God can fill us with dreams of hope and courage. 

One: By God’s grace, our seeds of sorrow 
can yield a bumper crop of thanksgiving. 

Many: By God’s love, our flood of tears 
become fountains of grace. 

One: God does wonderful things. 

Many: We rejoice and give thanks. 

One: Come, let us give thanks to God. 

 

HYMN (NCH #422) Come Ye Thankful People, Come  
   ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Eternal God, 
your word of grace continues to sustain us, 
even when we think we have stopped listening. 

 When we forget to share, when we forget to give thanks, when 
we forget that you are with us, when we forget to care for 
others so that all may have reason to celebrate and give thanks, 
forgive us, and help us to learn new ways of thanksgiving and 
thanks-living. 

 Challenge us when we try to do things our way to find your 
way. Engage us us when we try to live our lives without giving a 
thought or a care to what you want us to do. Help us to 
envision your dream for our world and make it our own: 
a prayer of love in thankfulness and praise. 

 Today, may we be moved by your invitation us to follow on the 
paths of love and justice; paths of tender care for earth and all 
its creatures. This is our heart’s desire. 

 In thanks-giving and thanks-living, we pray. Amen. 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Joel 2:21-27 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 126 with thanks to Nate Gentillin 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Barb Copus 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Come Thou Font of Every Blessing R. Robinson 
  Sounds of the Spirit 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Matthew 6:25-33 from the New Revised Standard Version 

MESSAGE:  Worry Rev. Hank Fairman 

 

HYMN (NCH 425) For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Moment For Mission: Annual Mission Campaign 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Ritornello on NUN DANKET David Shellat 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Alive to the Thanksgiving Spirit that surrounds us, 
full of the hope that connects us to neighbor and friend, 
inspired by the vision of the Christ’s Way building back trust, 
we bring these gifts and offer our lives. 

 Use them, O God, as you continue to use us in the generous 
sharing of your mercy and love. Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 

ANNUAL MISSION CONSECRATION 

 Sharing of Faith Commitments 

 Dedication Song We Gather Together KREMSER 
 (WAR #81, v. 1) 

 

 Litany for Thanksgiving and Dedication 

One: Let us give thanks to God, creator of all that can ever be, 
for all the good gifts so freely bestowed on us. 

Many: We come to praise God joyfully. 
Let us sing praise to God with thanksgiving. 

After each prayerful moment, please respond: 

Many: We thank you, God! 

And concluding: 

One: May we all give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 

Many: God, whose giving knows no ending, we offer up 
the treasure that you have entrusted to us; 
we offer up the skills and time that you have 
graciously given to us; we offer up ourselves in 
service and praise. 
Receive these gifts by your grace. Multiply and use 
them through the power of the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish Christ’s work of love in the world. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (NCH 303) Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing DARWALL’S 148TH 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Dance Scherzo on WIR PFLUGEN Malcolm Archer 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP 
SOCKS & FSD #145 SHOE FUND 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our community-wide 
Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. This year, congregations 
are invited to share in a “Community Thanksgiving Fellowship” event. 
This will be an outdoor event, from 4:00-7:00 with hospitality and 
“drive-up” communion, hosted at Grace Episcopal Church. 

Funds will again be collected to support the FSD 145 Shoe Fund. This 
collection provides winter-appropriate footwear for children and youth. 

Every good pair of shoes needs a new, good pair of socks! Throughout 
the month of November, every local church is challenged to collect new 
socks in sizes ranging from Pre-K children to High School youth.  

Look for the laundry basket in the entry way and warm some feet today! 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Join in the annual tradition next Sunday following worship! 
There is something special for every age and every person! 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


