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November 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday 

 
TOTENFEST 

November 7, during worship 

 Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 
place on the first Sunday in November as part of 
morning worship. We will remember our members 
and friends who have died during this past year. We 
will read their names, and recall their lives with can-
dles, prayer, scripture, and song.  

LISTENING FOR THE SACRED VOICE:  
A PRESENTATION ON NATIVE  

AMERICAN CULTURES 
November 6, 2:00 pm 

November is Native American Heritage Month in the 
United States. To celebrate, the Mission & Outreach 
Leadership Team is excited to host two presenters on 
Native American culture and history: Jerry Savage and 
Mike Kohr. They will offer an intergenerational 
presentation about Ho-Chunk and Lakota traditions,  
discussing Chief Pontiac and Chief Blackhawk. Come 
learn about first languages, Indian dancing, gender and 
sexual diversity in Native communities, and our shared 
human responsibility to care for Earth. 

ADVENT’S LIGHT BEGINS SHINING ON 
NOVEMBER 28 

Come gather at Christ’s Table and start the Ad-
vent season in the right spirit. The Advent season 
begins four Sundays before Christmas, and ends on 
Christmas Eve. Join us in the Sanctuary or on Face-
book Live each week to celebrate the season of light 
and hope. Each week will add more to the Advent in 
music, in scripture, in story, building up our great 
expectation for the coming of Christ’s Light. 

One of the great traditions of sharing our faith 
across the generations is our preparing for Advent 
and Christmas: The Hanging of the Greens. On 
11/28, we will gather for a fellowship of preparing 
the church for the holidays. 

This event is for all ages, all abilities, and all gifts. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex 
so we know how many to expect for our decorating. 
For more information, please contact Pam Wessel. 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome here,  

as we light the candles of 
Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

PIE BAKING 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team will be taking 
orders for pies for your Thanksgiving celebration. We 
will be making Pumpkin, Cherry, and Apple this year. 

Place your order on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Pick up 
will be Wednesday November 24th at 12pm. Cost is 
$10 each. Orders will be taken until November 12th. 
 

 
HOLIDAY PEANUT BRITTLE 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team will be taking 
pre-orders for peanut brittle.  These will be a 
generous .5 lb boxes for $5.00.  Please sign up on the 
bulletin board or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 

 
From November to December, our congregation 
works with Amity’s Attic and Kid’s Coats and Clothes, 
collecting mittens, hats, and gloves. Additionally, 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, sweaters, and heavy socks, 
and boots are appreciated. 

Please place your donations 
on the Christmas tree in the entry way 

or in the baskets surrounding it. 

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

FOR THE SANCTUARY 

Orders needed by November 21 

By adding the bright red glow of beautiful poinsettias 
to the  warm glow of candlelight, our church will be 
ready to proclaim the message of Christmas. You are 
invited to “remember a loved one or honor a family 
member” by placing a poinsettia in our sanctuary. 

Make your reservation now for a 6” plant. Cost is $20 
per plant, supporting our Flower Fund. 

You can take your plant home after the Christmas Eve 
worship celebration. Additionally, the flowers can be 
delivered to those aging in-place or residing in a senior 
living community at your preference. Order forms will 
be available in the narthex or the office. Please place 
your order by calling the church office or returning the  
form by Sunday, 11/21. 

SEPTEMEBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $22,880 $21,250 $1,630 

Other Income $21,208 $13,200 $8,008 

Total Expenses $33,911  $35,438 (-$1,527) 

Month Total $10,177 (-$989) $11,106 

YTD Income $256,124, $310,054 ($-53,930) 

Total Income $44,088 $34,450 $9,638 

YTD Expenses $323,006  $318,944 ($-6,012) 

YTD Total (-$66,881) (-$8,890) (-$57,991) 

Please note: Payroll Protec on Program (PPP) funds will not appear in 

this report un l forgiven. In 2021, this amount will be $48,205.  
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OUR WIDER MISSION 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

NOVEMBER—LEBANON 

 

 The Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East is comprised of 17 congregations rooted 
in the long history of Armenian Christianity. Located 
in seven countries (Egypt, Greece, Iran, Lebanon, 
Syria, Turkey, and Australia), the congregations and 
institutions of the Union have been in mission and 
presence though the Middle East’s political and social 
strife. 

 From its inception, the Armenian Evangelical 
Church has stressed the importance of education. It 
operates 23 schools and four high schools and owns 
the only university in the Armenian diaspora, 
Haigazian University, with an enrollment of 650 
students. In spite of grave problems of emigration and 
persecution, the Union continues to function with a 
growing awareness of its mission. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  
the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

In supporting the Food Pantry: throughout Novem-
ber, we will be collecting Spaghetti.

 
 

CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 
DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our culinary master team continues to prepare 
weekly dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue 
Mission. The Mission is open throughout the year, and 
our team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday 
evening. Your generous gift of time and love fills hun-
gry people with food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information, or to sign up! 

ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

THREE-

BENCHES 

600 LBS 

FOUR 

BENCHES! 

800 LBS 

     

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 

 

Month Produced Purchased Last Year 

July 3,023 kWh 0 kWh 3,120 kWh 

August 2,597 kWh 560 kWh 3,360 kWh 

September 2,653 kWh 135 kWh 2869 kWh 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
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GIVING THANKS AS A COMMUNITY 

 
THANKSGIVING  

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22 4:00-7:00PM 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our communi-
ty-wide Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. 
All are invited to share in a spirit of unity with the 
many and various faith communities in our city and 
surrounding area. 

This year, congregations are invited to share in a 
“Community Thanksgiving Fellowship” event. This 
will be an outdoor event (weather permitting), from 
4:00-7:00 with hospitality (donuts and cider) and 
“drive-up” communion, hosted at Grace Episcopal 
Church in their small parking lot on Stephenson 
Street.  

Funds will again be collected to support the FSD 145 
Shoe Fund. This fund was created through the gener-
ous donations of the local churches in Freeport to 
provide winter-appropriate footwear for children and 
youth. 

Every good pair of shoes needs a new, good pair of 
socks! Throughout the month of November, every 
local church is challenged to collect new socks in sizes 
ranging from Pre-K children to High School youth. 

The socks will be collected at the Fellowship Event  
and immediately taken to the Family Resource Coor-
dinators at the schools for distribution. 

Look for the Laundry Basket in the Narthex, 
and warm some feet today! 

All Sizes Needed — Child, Youth, and Adult! 

 

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS 
AWARENESS WEEK 

November13-21 

Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is an an-
nual observance where people come together across 
the country to draw attention to the problems of hun-
ger and homelessness. Participating groups spend the 
week holding a series of educational, service, fundrais-
ing, and advocacy events.  

This year, pastors from area churches, civic leaders, 
and FACC leaders and staff are spending the week in 
a “Cardboard City” on the streets of Freeport. 

The event has a two-fold purpose. It will bring aware-
ness of hunger and homelessness in Stephenson 
County, and it will raise funds for FACC's Chicago 
Avenue Mission. Our goal is to raise $15,000 through-
out the week. We are asking people to sponsor beds 
at the shelter, at a cost of $12.50 per bed per night. 
We aim to raise funds for 1200 bed nights. There will 
be lots of publicity connected with this, both before 
the event and throughout the week. 

Pastor Hank’s day at the Cardboard City is 
Sunday, 11/21 

Look to the St. John UCC Facebook Page 
for information on how to help him off the street 



5 

 

FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. November’s lessons will include: 

 11/7   The Ark and the Temple  

 11/14 The Exile and the Return  

 11/21 The Prophets  

 11/28 Advent 1 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

November’s lessons will include: 

 11/7   David is Anointed  

 11/14 David and Goliath  

 11/21 Kings David and Solomon  

 11/28 Malachi’s Words  

 

 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the December TIDINGS  
is Tuesday, November 15. 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning.  

For this school year, HELIX will meet each 
Wednesday from 3:00-5:00pm! 

November Schedule 

  11/3  Parent Teacher Conferences, No Meet-
ing 

  11/10 HELIX: Walking in Others’ Shoes, Pt. 1 

  11/17 HELIX: Walking in Others’ Shoes, Pt. 2 

  11/24 HELIX: School Holiday, No Meeting 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 
www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
INFORMATION MEETING FOR YOUTH 

Sunday, November 21, 11:30 am 

Confirmation is the historic process by which youth 
affirm the promises made at their baptism, and take on 
the role of full participation in the church. All youth 
who are planning to participate in this year’s class are 
invited to an informational meeting to learn more 
about the class structure, expectations, and purpose, 
and to get to know one another. The class will begin in 
January and meet on alternating Tuesday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8:00. Please contact Pastor Rachel for 
more information.  
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11/04 Stanley Bomgarden 

11/05 Sally Kahler 

11/06 David Crowell 

11/07 Marvin DeBoer 
Christina Fairman 

11/08 Daniel Kreeger 

11/12 Soren Musser 

11/14 Stan Smith 

11/17 Emily Kubatzke 

11/19 Vicki Spyrison 

11/20  Ryan Piefer 

11/23 Carl Roderick 

11/25 Carol Smith 

11/26 Tom Mathews 
Kathy Moffatt 
Ellen Roderick 

11/27 Beth Slade 

11/28 Melinda Fruth 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern Emily Hazzard 

Digital Media Intern Paul Giuffre 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 Our Care & Community Leadership Team has taken 
up the call and joined the IDPH’s Faith Based Organi-
zation Vaccination Initiative. We have volunteered to 
organize one clinic every three weeks until Christmas. 

 Let’s do our part to help our community stay 
healthy! Share the message about the clinic. Drop a 
flyer off with a friend or family member who has not 
yet been vaccinated. 

 Join the cause to bring the COVID-19 vaccine to 
every person in Freeport and Stephenson County.! 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11/13 Jim & Gwen Drew 

11/24 Bill & Ruth Kuntz 

11/25 Ken & Jill Collin 
Arnold & Mary Eder 
Jeff & Margaret 
Richardson 

11/27 Kenny & Andrea Schrock 
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ROOTED IN LOVE: ANNUAL MISSION CAMPAIGN 2021 
“Like Trees Planted by streams of water…” 

 By this time, every member and friend of St. John 
UCC has received two letters welcoming you into a 
spirit of generosity, reflecting on the impact of our 
ministry of sharing God’s beloved love. 

 As one body, we live out God’s love. Our gathered 
generosity provides the resources our congregation 
and the wider United Church of Christ need to answer 
God’s call to love. 

With the water of life, our generosity is nurtured! 

 At our Mission and Budget Goals Meeting, Church 
Treasurer Vanessa Hughes shared information on the  
Faith Promises goal of $340,000 in identified commit-
ments.  This amount represents about two-thirds of 
our congregation’s annual operating and mission 
budget. 

 Each Sunday, we have enjoyed the witness of our 
members, as they shared why they commit their time 
and resources to the ministry at St. John UCC. Thank 
you to Carla Meyer, Marla Kreeger, and Olivia Shaffer! 
Hearing about the impact of the congregation in your 
lives shows the impact of our “streams of love ”that 
flow from our being one in Christ together! 

We become a Harvest of Generosity 

 This year’s Annual Giving Campaign concludes on 
November 21, with Thanksgiving and Consecration 
Sunday. This is the day when we respond to God’s in-
vitation to share our Faith Promises for 2022. We en-
courage you to prayerfully consider how you will re-
spond to what God has provided for you in the ongo-
ing mission of your church.  

 There will be a designated time in our worship this 
Sunday to bring our cards forward to be blessed and 
to have our intentions consecrated. As always, these 
cards represent our best intentions, and can – at any 
time – be adjusted if your circumstances change. 

Like trees planted, our generosity yields good fruit! 

 Take time to walk along the streams of your living 
waters and see how God’s call is yielding good fruits in 
your life! Give thanks that we can help others to grow 
strong in faith through the mission and ministry at St. 
John UCC. 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:  INTRODUCING THE ANTI-RACISM TEAM  

 

 In 2003, the General Synod of the UCC acknowledged 
a call by God on our denomination to be an anti-racist 
church. The resolution encouraged local churches to 
“adopt anti-racism mandates, including policy that encour-
ages anti-racism programs for all United Church of Christ 
staff and volunteers,” and called them to “examine both 
historic and contemporary forms of racism and its ef-
fects.” In the spirit of this past resolution, and as an exten-
sion of our broader Christian values of justice and peace, 
our congregation has often taken on opportunities to 
learn about racism and white privilege in past years.  

 As a next step, the Mission and Outreach Leadership Team has assembled an Anti-Racism Team to 
work specifically on anti-racism initiatives through our congregation. The Anti-Racism Team’s first project 
has been to coordinate an event for Native American Heritage Month, welcoming speakers Jerry Savage 
and Mike Kohr on November 6 at 2:00pm. 

 The team also plans to draft a resolution that, pending congregational approval, would officially state 
our congregation’s commitment to the work of anti-racism. Please look out for more information on this 
and the other activities of the Anti-Racism Team.  

MASK 
UP 

BOOST 
UP 

VAX 
UP 

“When you did it for the least, 
you did it for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 


