
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION ON THE NEXT VACCINE 
CLINIC WITH THE GREATER FREEPORT COMMUNITY

 
 

 

 
 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEASON OF CREATION: WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

October 3, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Spirit of the Living God Iverson, arr. Ryan 
  Bell Choir 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Tim Ebbers 
by Ana and Tod Gobledale, Global Ministries Associates serving in the UK 

One: We gather today as the people of God, 
as a community of Christ’s followers. 

Many: We gather to share Word and sacrament, to discern 
the ways of faithful service. 

One: Where in the world shall we serve our God? 

Many: At home and school and business place – in this 
community and throughout every land. 

One: How in the world shall we serve our God? 

Many: By working toward justice where there is 
oppression, by offering comfort where there is pain, 
by sharing love where there is hatred. 

One: Why in the world shall we serve our God? 

Many: Because the Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls 
us to enact our faith. 
Let us now worship the one who calls us! 

 

HYMN (NCH # 72) Here, O God, Your Servants Gather TOKYO  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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 mobile: 352-215-7135 
Director of Congregational Life: 
Pam Wessel pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 
Digital Media Assistant: Paul Guiffre  
Church Musician: Randy Cook Bell Choir Director: Judi Buus 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
 

1010 South Park Boulevard   Freeport, IL   61032 
815.235.2824 • www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 



GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 God, you are the Hope of all Earth. 
Everywhere we turn, you are there, loving your creation, present 
in our struggles. You have given us hearts that question and 
minds that resist easy answers. 

 You are with us in all the moments of our lives –  loving and 
guiding, but not forcing us into a fuller relationship with you. 

 Forgive us when we accept only what we see as good. Have 
mercy on us when we turn away from what troubles and 
disturbs. 

 Strengthen us to learn the truth without fear, and help us to 
recognize your presence in all the hurtful places of our world. 
Forgive us when we avoid those who need our help, and grant 
us the resources to care about what we cannot understand. 

 In the name of our faithful soul companion, Jesus, 
help us to meet the troubles in our own lives and the world 
with compassion and mercy. 

 Be with us now as we ponder the mysteries of existence and the 
part you have called us to play in your amazing world. Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 104 with thanks to Mike Janzen and friends 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Sarah Knapp 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Mediation on ‘Let Us Break Bread’ D. Wagner
  Bell Choir 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Acts 2:42-47 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 
MESSAGE  One Is Enough Rev. Hank Fairman 

 
HYMN (NCH 338) Una Espiga (Sheaves of Summer) UNA ESPIGA 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Moment for Mission  Neighbors in Need Special Offering 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song One Bread, One Body John Foley, arr. Hayes 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Gracious God, all that we have comes from you. With thankful 
hearts, we offer our gifts to you. As we come together as one, 
bless us to remember that in our diversity, we are united. In our 
uniqueness, creation sings a song a joy. In your love for us, we 
are one. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns  

 Invitation to the Table 

One: Who is my neighbor? 
For whom am I willing to go out on a limb? 
With whom will I dare to laugh, to listen for God, 
or to learn to love? Are you my neighbor? 

All: Would you loan me a loaf of bread at midnight? 
Would you dig through the rubble of a hurricane 
to look for me? Would you wade through waist-high 
grass looking for my lost child? 

 We live in times 
when we could all use a good neighbor. 

One: So, come to this feast, 
so we can be neighbors for each other, 
and the whole of God’s one human family. 

 

 Communion Prayer 

 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate.  
Red wine and white grape juice are served for your preference. 

Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone in the Sanctuary and at home 
in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 

 

 *Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 

 God of Unity and Peace, 
Jesus prayed that we might be one: 
One in spirit, One in mission, One in body. 

 In union and communion with each other and with you, God, 
we set aside yet another day to remind ourselves of the task. 

 On this World Communion Sunday, 
give us eyes to recognize our reflection 
in the eyes of every person, of every faith, everywhere on Earth. 
Give us a mind to accept and celebrate our differences. 
Give us a heart big enough to love your children everywhere. 
We thank you for setting a table with space enough for us all! 
Amen. 

 

HYMN (GTG #766) The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound MCKEE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Fanfare on MCKEE Matthew Corl 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
Collected today, Sunday, October 3 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this 
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects through grants. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 
Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 645.97 kWh 
 

 


