
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

 

 
 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
A SEASON OF GENEROSITY: THE STEWARDSHIP OF VALUES 

October 24, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Trouble in My Way Spiritual, arr. C. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Anita Bicksler 
One: People of God, let us remember 

what God has done for us.  

Many: God has drawn us together. 

One:  God has taught us what is most important 
and shown us the way.  

Many: God has called each of us by name and given us a 
part of the work to do. 

One: God has entrusted us with 
a sacred message of hope for our world. 

Many: God has given us a voice to speak out 
for what’s right. 

One: God shapes us for love and prepares us for service. 

Many: Bringing all that we have and all that we are, let us 
worship God together. 

 

HYMN (NCH # 8) Praise to the Living God DIADEMATA 
  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 

ST. JOHN UCC STAFF 
Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 815-616-5626 
Pastor for Community & Mission: 
Rachel Kirk rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 352-215-7135 
Director of Congregational Life: 
Pam Wessel pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 
Digital Media Assistant: Paul Guiffre  
Church Musician: Randy Cook Bell Choir Director: Judi Buus 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Sustaining God, we give you thanks for awakening us this 
morning, and for gathering us into your fold to worship as 
community. 

 We are aware, sometimes all too aware, that the world we woke 
up in is not yet your kingdom of justice and righteousness.  

 Yet we also know that we can count on your presence with us. 
We can turn to you for comfort, protection, and courage.     
You are our help. 

 Help us now, God, as we settle our hearts together in a posture 
of worship. Help us to perceive your voice: soothing, 
challenging, teaching. Show us our shortcomings. Forgive us 
our sins. Make us long for your justice and righteousness.  

 Awaiting the breaking of your new day, we gather in your holy 
name. Amen.  

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Isaiah 43:18-21 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 3  with thanks to Tamara Lebak 

 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Anita Bicksler 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM His Eye is On the Sparrow Martin, arr. C. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Matthew 6:22-23 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE  Perceiving is Believing Pastor Rachel Kirk 

HYMN (NCH 57) O Holy Spirit, Root of Life   PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Moment for Mission: Annual Mission Campaign 

 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song I've Got a Feeling Spiritual, arr. C. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 God, bless the gifts we offer here to your service. Use them to 
feed, house, protect, and empower. Use them to re-create your 
world, shaping it in love. When we need it, remind us that this, 
too, is our purpose.  

 Grow us in generosity in the name of your love. Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: an Affirmation of Baptism 

Invitation & Sentences 

Questions of the Candidates 

Affirmation of Faith (on screen) UCC Statement of Faith 

Address & Question about Participation 

Welcome and Reception 
One: Let us, the members of St. John United Church of 

Christ, express our welcome and affirm our mutual 
ministry in Christ. 

All: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this 
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers 
as we share the hopes and labors of the church of 
Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may 
we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge 
and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

 

Prayer & Greeting of Christian Love 

HYMN (NCH #573) Lead on Eternal Sovereign LANCASHIRE  

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE Trouble in My Way (Reprise) arr. C. Cole 
Carl & Dianna Cole 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSON & BUDGET GOALS MEETING 
October 24, following worship 

The Church Council welcomes our community of members and friends 
to gather on October 24. The “bottom line” of the budget will be shared, 
but we all know that our ministry is more than the dollars in that method 
of planning. It is our mutual commitment to our goals in mission and 
ministry, and about the financial need to accomplish these goals. This 
meeting begins our five weeks of reflection and generous attention to 
the Annual Mission Campaign.  
 

PRESENTATION ON NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES 
November 6, 2:00 pm 

November is Native American Heritage Month in the United States. To 
celebrate, the Mission & Outreach Leadership Team is excited to host 
two presenters on Native American culture and history: Jerry Savage and 
Mike Kohr.  They will offer an intergenerational presentation about the 
Ho-Chunk and Native history in Illinois and information on Lakota 
culture and, weather permitting, will have a teepee set up for guests to 
explore. 

Mark your calendars and share in this engaging event! 
 

HOLIDAY PEANUT BRITTLE 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team will be taking pre-orders for 
peanut brittle.  These will be a generous .5 lb. bag for $5.00.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org.   

  

 

 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 
Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 645.97 kWh 
 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


