
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

Our congregation remains committed to the proactive practices 
that support community health and wellness to end the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Masks are still a Must in all public areas. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 
or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION ON THE NEXT VACCINE 
CLINIC WITH THE GREATER FREEPORT COMMUNITY

 

 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ WEEKEND 

October 10, 2021 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Many and Great arr. David Schelat 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Diane Jochum 
One: We come not to be entertained, 

not to be needlessly humored, 

Many: We come not to remain the same, 
not to be comforted in our privilege. 

One: We come not to be part of the status-quo, 
to be disturbed by our reluctance to let things go. 

Many: We come to be changed by the invitation of grace. 
We come with expectancy and hope. 

One: We come to bring healing to the Earth, 
gathered in the life-changing Spirit of Christ. 

Many: We come to praise God, and to be inspired! 
We come, and we celebrate in worship! 

 

HYMN (NCH # 25) O God Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 

  

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 
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GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Source of Life, 
gather us into your presence and hold us in love.  

 At times the possessions we own can be used for good in the 
world. At other times our possessions can own us and take a 
powerful hold on our lives. 

 In the silence of this moment, we come and imagine the things 
we cannot live without: shoes and clothes you seldom wear; 
appliances of little use; boxes stored in the attic or basement. 

 In the stillness of this time, we envision things that give us 
pride: jewelry, cars, large electronics, our houses. 

 In this moment of reflection, help us imagine the things that 
bring us deeper meaning: friends and family, our community of 
faith, our talents that we share freely, our faith that challenges 
us to grow beyond possessions. 

 God, it is your faith in us that leads us through tough decisions, 
and into a life worthy of our calling as your church. 

 May we be mindful of the bounty that surrounds us  
and open to receiving the blessings of this day  
so that we might give generously and freely  
in the way that we have been so richly blessed to receive. 
Amen. 

 

 Words of Affirmation 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 10:17-31 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 90:12-17 with thanks to Chris Brunelle 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US Tim Ebbers 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

ANTHEM A Change is Gonna Come Sam Cooke 
  Robert Mayfield, with Carl Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE  Possession Rev. Hank Fairman 

 
HYMN (GTG 174) Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom MADELEINE 
 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Immortal, Invisible arr. David Gale 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 

 Receive, O God, not only our gifts that are counted in money, 
but our heartfelt commitments to a more generous and equitable 
world. In our giving, challenge us again to pay attention to those 
in our community with whom we are called to be neighbors. 
In the receiving, grant us your blessing and courage for sharing 
Jesus’ way of hope, and peace, and justice. Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

HYMN (WAR #670) O Word of God Incarnate MUNICH 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE Air on Kelvingrove Matthew Fox 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“WELCOME GATHERING” 
TODAY, Following worship 

Are you interested in learning more about St. John UCC and our mission 
and ministry? Have we got a moment just for you! An information 
session on congregational life, ministry and membership for our wider 
community will be held today, following worship. 
We will welcome new members into our fellowship on October 24 
during morning worship. 
 

FALL YARD CLEANUP DAY 
October 23 8:30 am-12:00 pm  

This will be our last organized yard cleanup day for 2021, preparing the 
church property for winter. When the work is done, we will provide a 
lunch of brats, Mrs. Mike's chips, and bottled water for our hungry 
workers! Come join the fun of working together to keep our church 
property beautiful for all to enjoy. 
The Rain Date will be the following week, October 30, at the same time. 
 

MISSON & BUDGET GOALS MEETING 
October 24, following worship 

The Church Council welcomes our community of members and friends 
to gather on October 24. The “bottom line” of the budget will be shared, 
but we all know that our ministry is more than the dollars in that method 
of planning. It is our mutual commitment to our goals in mission and 
ministry, and about the financial need to accomplish these goals. This 
meeting begins our five weeks of reflection and generous attention to 
the Annual Mission Campaign.  
 

PRESENTATION ON NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES 
November 6, 2:00 pm 

November is Native American Heritage Month in the United States. To 
celebrate, the Mission & Outreach Leadership Team is excited to host 
two presenters on Native American culture and history: Jerry Savage and 
Mike Kohr.  They will offer an intergenerational presentation about the 
Ho-Chunk and Native history in Illinois and information on Lakota 
culture and, weather permitting, will have a teepee set up for guests to 
explore. 

Mark your calendars and share in this engaging event! 
 

CREATION JUSTICE UPDATE: 
Clean Renewable Solar Energy 

Produced Last Week: 645.97 kWh 
 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


