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January 15, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 

 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

The last twelve months have shown us that resilience is a core value in our 
congregation’s life and ministry. As this year’s Annual Meeting approaches, we 
are challenged with the question: 

How do we meet to do the necessary business of the congregation? 

It’s certainly not going to be “business as usual!” 

Our constitution and bylaws lay out how and when the meeting is to take place: 
at the end of January, at a time to be set by Church Council. They also set out 
the required actions: receipt of reports, action on any matters of finance or 
property, and the approval of the ministry and operations budget. In order to 
do these things, we agreed that at least fifty (50) people must gather, our quor-
um of voices to represent the diversity of viewpoints in our congregation. 

Enter COVID. Enter Phases, and Tiers, and restrictions. 

Now, we have good news! As of 1/18/21, our region of Illinois has reached 
Tier 1 of the IDHP Resurgence Mitigations. This means that a group of 25 peo-
ple can gather using the safe distancing protocols. And we’re trending for more! 

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held as a hybrid meeting, both in-person 
and virtual. All who are able to join through our Zoom Meeting space are en-
couraged to do so. Visit zoom.us/download to install the meeting application. 
The Meeting ID and Passcode are the standard ones for all church events: 
ID 815-235-2824 (the church phone number) and Passcode: 2636 or “AMEN”. 

We will set up seating in Fellowship Hall according to the latest tier guide-
lines. We will be taking reservations for these seats, with deference for our 
members who are not able or comfortable with online meeting technology. As 
of the date of printing, there will be twenty total seats available. We do hope 
that we may reach Phase 4, which allows up to 50 people to gather. Please call 
Lisa at the church office (815-235-2824, extension 0) to make your reservation.  

Thank you all for your sharing in our congregation’s ministry, and for your 
patience as we strive for a safe way to do our congregation’s business. 

On behalf of the Church Council, 
  Dale Priewe & Rev. Hank Fairman 

Meeting as One in the COVID Era  

2021 CONGREGATIONAL 
ANNUAL MEETING 

All members of St. John United 
Church of Christ are called to the 
Annual Congregational Meeting, 
January 31, 2021, at 11:30 am  
in accordance with Article V of the 
Constitution and Article I of the 
Bylaws of St. John UCC. 

The business conducted shall be: 

 The receipt of the 2020 
ministry, financial, and 
endowment reports 

 The approval of the 2021 
ministry & operations 
budget 

 The emergency extension 
of terms of office for the 
church officers  

 And any other business 
deemed appropriate by 
Church Council. 

Signed, 
/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council 
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FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

Our Godly Play leaders share a lesson each week, and 
families can enjoy the lessons together after sharing in 
morning worship. 

The next weeks’ sharing will include: 

 1/24 Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 1/31 Parable of the Sower 
 2/7 Parable of the Leaven 
 2/14 Parable of the Mustard Seed 

The video lessons are posted each Sunday at 10:45am: 
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/videos 

 

 

KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

Kids’ Worship continues each Sunday at 11:00am. 
Kids are invited to join a secure Zoom room after 
worship to creatively reflect on what God’s Spirit is 
sharing in their lives. Parental permission is required, 
and meetings are supervised. 

Three things are needed to join in (and your parent or 
guardian's permission!): 

 A computer, tablet, or phone with internet ac-
cess, a camera and microphone. 

 The ZOOM Client for Meetings App, found at 
any app store, or by visiting zoom.us/
download; and 

 The Kids' Worship Meeting ID: 
815-235-2825, and Password: 43549 

Let's discover together where God's still-speaking 
voice is calling us, as we grow in life and faith! 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is back to in-person meetings! All youth be-
tween 5th and 8th grades are invited to join us each 
Wednesday between 2:30 and 4:30pm. For the next 
few months, our programming will focus on our 
SELVES: who we are, how we care for ourselves, and 
how we can accomplish our goals.  

If you haven’t seen it recently, please check out the 
HELIX Facebook page! We post updates there, as 
well as videos and resources to reinforce the things we 
discuss at meetings. We believe these resources might 
be interesting and useful to the social and emotional 
needs of people of all ages! 

facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

This Month’s Calendar: 

 1/20: HELIX 
 1/27: District Institute - No Meeting 
 2/3: HELIX  
 2/10: HELIX 

 
Please contact Rachel at (815)235-2824 or  
helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org for more information.  

 

LENTEN SERIES 

St. John will continue our tradition of offering a     
Lenten series to observe the church season as a com-
munity. Please be on the lookout for more infor-
mation on the series!  
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the February 1st TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, January 26th. 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Produced Purchased 

October 2,370 kWh 1,497 kWh 

November 2,032 kWh 2,646 kWh 

December 460 kWh 6,423 kWh 

Total kWh 4,862 kWh 10,566 kWh 

2019 

6,240 kWh 

8,400 kWh 

9,360 kWh 

24,000 kWh 

MISSION & OUTREACH: BOTTLECAP 
BENCH PROJECT UPDATE 

 Mission and Outreach Leadership Team continues 
its Creation Justice work collecting bottlecaps and lids 
for our  Bottlecap Benches project. 

 We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and 
their ABC Promise Partnership to show others the val-
ue of recycling, with our goal to purchase eight 6-foot, 
rainbow benches with backs, for use outside the 
church building. We’ve already collected over 200 
pounds of plastic—enough for one bench! 

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect a 
total of 1,600 pounds of bottlecaps and lids. All items 
must be received in clean condition and will be gath-
ered until we reach our goal. 

 Drop off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bot-
tlecap Benches is located in the Atrium entrance for 
your convenience.  

 

 

 

 

NEW PHONE SYSTEM FOR THE 
CHURCH OFFICE 

 In December, our church office got a new phone 
system. This has allowed church staff to work from 
home and have work calls routed directly to our cell 
phones.  

 We have heard that this new answering system has 
caused some confusion for those calling in, so we 
have simplified it. When you call the church office, 
you will hear a welcome message from Pastor Hank. 
You may press “zero” at any time to be routed to the 
general office line. Or, as before, you may press 
“two” to enter our dial-by-name directory, to reach a 
particular staff person. The recorded message also 
shares the pastors’ cell phone numbers for any ur-
gent needs.  ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

Next 

Update 

Soon! 

           

BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROGRESS CHART 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

ONE MORE THOUGHT:OUR WORK IN “BECOMING” AN ANTI-RACISM CONGREGATION 

 “Becoming” anti-racist is always a work in progress. The roots of white suprema-
cy and the realities of white privilege are built into our American context. It takes 
committed work to be open to discussing the multi-layered issues, and committed 
work to dismantle the systems that support racial injustice in our city, state, nation 
and world. 

 One organization that has been historically committed to anti-racism work is the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or the NAACP. In 
the early 1900’s, Freeport hosted an NAACP chapter. The chapter worked diligently 
to build social justice and civil rights for the Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities in Freeport and Ste-
phenson County. In time, the chapter merged with the Rockford NAACP branch. 

 This year, a group of concerned citizens have come to reorganize a local NAACP branch in Freeport “to im-
prove the political, educational, social, and economic status of African American and other racial and ethnic mi-
norities, to eliminate racial prejudice and to keep the public aware of the adverse effects of discrimination.” The  
Mission & Outreach Leadership Team has voted to be a Supporting Organization in its formation. 

 Look to future editions of Tidings for how our community at St. John UCC can join our mission “to be the 
church God is calling us to be in Freeport” in their work in the branch’s work in anti-racism and social justice. 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 


