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January 1, 2021 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 

 

Come together and share in our streaming  
Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

In every year, we encounter strange and wonderful parts of God’s creation.  
In every year, we find times that we celebrate with great joy, and times that 
crush us with incredible sorrow. And, we know too well, 2020 gave us the 
strange, the sorrowful, the joyful, and the wonderful.  

I won’t dwell here on 2020, or share in its bashing. The internet memes and 
group email forwards have done that sufficiently. Rather, as I look out across 
the winter beauty that embraces our world, I want to speak a word of thanks 
and praise to you - and for you: 

You did it!  You had it the whole time! 

It might not feel like it yet, but it’s true. We’re not even a week into this new 
year, but we are in the new year! 

Yes, the world is still recovering from the Coronavirus pandemic. Yes, we’re 
still wearing our masks and keeping social distance as we wait for our two shots 
of vaccine. Yes, there is real struggle for families to meet their economic needs. 
Yes, the need for access to affordable comprehensive health care remains. And 
yes, you’re free to add your “Yes, there is…” to this list. Identifying our stress-
ors is important, and their naming will help us turn the anxious energy into pro-
ductive force. That’s how we grow through adversity into healthy new life. 

In the middle of Advent, right when the world was in the deepest of nights, 
we read the passage from Isaiah 43:19: 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.  

Back then, I could see the “wasteland” and “wilderness” with my COVID eyes. 
Today, I can see the new thing - the Way of Christ’s light and love - and what it 
brings into our lives and our world. And do you remember what carries that 
light and love? You do! You did it already! And you’ll do it again and again! 
Keep your joyful eyes open, as we welcome the possibilities of 2021! 

See you in virtual church, until we can worship together face to face! 

What a Year for a New Year 
2021 CONGREGATIONAL 

ANNUAL MEETING 

All members of St. John United 
Church of Christ are called to the 
Annual Congregational Meeting, 
January 31, 2021, at 11:30 am  
in accordance with Article V of the 
Constitution and Article I of the 
Bylaws of St. John UCC. 

The business conducted shall be: 

 The receipt of the 2020 min-
istry, financial and endow-
ment reports 

 The approval of the 2021 
ministry & operations budget 

 The emergency extension of 
terms of office for the 
church officers  

 And any other business 
deemed appropriate by 
Church Council. 

Signed, 
/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council 

PLEASE NOTE: 
We are developing the plans for in-person 
and hybrid meetings, based on IDPH’s 

COVID mitigation procedures. 
Please watch for communication on how 
we will join in meeting later this month. 



2 

 

A MISSION AND MINISTRY REVIEW AND FORECAST 

2020: Blessed to Be Together 

We showed our Spirit of  Generosity 

Each year for the past five years, our 
generous financial support for our 
ministry has increased between 2-5%. 
Our generosity for last year exceeded 
$245,000 in pledges, identified gifts, 

and grants from 157 donors. This amount of support 
was a -1.86% decrease from the prior year, and 
$20,000 behind out support goal. The complete details 
of our stewardship will be shared at the meeting. 

However, in the face of the first year of the Coro-
navirus pandemic, this generous support shows our 
commitment to an outstanding level of support for 
our mission and ministry. Equally strong, our tradi-
tional means of giving was strengthened through our 
use of Automatic Giving and the Online Giving Portal. 
One-fourth of our giving comes through these new-to
-us means of supporting ministry and mission. 

We shared in Community 

It is easy to say, “2020 was a difficult 
year.” Yet in the forty two weeks of so-
cial distancing, we have found new ways 
to be together: to be the church! 

We have gathered together in our weekly online 
worship, with an average of 64 “screens” on Sunday 
morning (100-130 individuals!). An average additional 
400 people have watched our livestream each week 
(with 564 friends sharing  “Christmas Eve at Home”!). 

We have enjoyed small groups and virtual “Coffee 
Hour”. We have ensured a presence in each other’s 
lives through the dedication of our ministry staff and 
Calling Teams. We have built stronger ties with our mis-
sion partners, ensuring that our local shelter, food 
pantries, and outreach programs have all that they 
need. We have kept the “ties that bind” tightly bound.  

2021: United in Our Witness 

We continue to Care for the Future 

Our mission engagement for a just and 
peaceful world leads us into the new 
year. This Spirit-driven mission is led by 
our ever-stronger extravagant welcome. 

The continued witness as an Open and Affirming 
(ONA) congregation guides our  engagement for all 
sexual orientations and gender identities.  Our engaged 
witness for Gender Justice focuses our work on end-
ing sexism and defending bodily autonomy for all. Our 
radical hospitality challenges us to take part in immi-
gration justice for all of God’s people across the Earth. 

Our strong witness in Creation Justice in 2020 presses 
our eco-justice mission into the new year. The Solar 
Renewable Energy Project went online in September 
and through its production, our electric utility will be 
completely self-generated in 2021. Through our generosity, 
we hope to complete the loan payments by the end of 
the year (three years ahead of the planned payoff!).  

We build hope in our Children and Youth 

Our love for children and youth remains  
a guiding star in this new year. Though 
the pandemic has challenged, our teams 
rose to the new methods, engaging  in 
virtual and distance-based methods for 
faith formation every week! 

Our Godly Play team shares their Bible-based sto-
ries through Facebook videos. Our Older Elementary 
group engages their faith through Whirl! on Zoom. 

All of this ministry comes together with the arrival 
of Rachel Kirk, our Pastor for Community and Mis-
sion. Pastor Rachel arrived in September and jumped 
into the novelty of starting a ministry during COVID. 
We give thanks for our Search Committee for their 
years of discernment, and we give thanks to God for 
bringing Pastor Rachel’s gifts to our congregation! 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

01/24 Tom & Melinda 
Ferguson 

1/2 Marilyn Ruthe  

1/5 Cindy Price  

1/6 Sally Wagner 

1/8 Robert Luedeke  

1/9 Ruth Kuntz  

1/11 Wayne Bahn, 
Joan Wootan  

1/13 Lexi Hartman, 
Gerald Schneiderman 

1/15 David Gutschlag, 
Leland Otte  

1/19 Sandy Dutcher,   
Jeff Wagner  

1/20 Laura Hartman, 
Vivian Schlickman  

1/22 Greg Bicksler  

1/23 Jack Gastel  

1/24 Shirley Ifert, 
Patty Weik  

1/27 Sharon Simler  

1/28 Hank Fairman  

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $26,919 $22,083 $4,836 

Other Income $21,489 $9,703 $11,786 

Total Expenses $30,565  $35,419 (-$4,854) 

Month Total $17,844 (-$3,633) $21,477 

YTD Income $335,165 $349,014 (-$13,849) 

Total Income $48,408 $31,786 $16,622 

YTD Expenses $327,250 $355,222 (-$27,972) 

YTD Total $7,915 (-$6,209) $14,124 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

& FOOD PANTRY 

Our culinary master team continues to prepare weekly 
dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. 
The team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday. 
Your generous gift of time and love fills hungry peo-
ple with food and friendship! We give thanks for Dan 
King’s creative leadership and expansive menus! Inter-
ested in helping? Contact Pam Wesel or  Dan King! 

In supporting the Food Pantry: throughout January, 
we will be collecting Canned Mixed Vegetables 
(Low Sodium Preferred). 

 
Please call the Church office at 815-235-2824 to 
schedule a time to drop off donations. 

2021 offering envelopes are now available. If you use these time-
tested reminders for our generous spirits, contact the church office 
today. Or maybe use Automatic Deductions in the new year! 
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Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 
Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 

CATCH THE NEW UPDATES TO OUR CHURCH’S WEBSITE 

A New Year starts with a new face 
for our church website: 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Take a break from your regular surf-
ing, and see what’s new! You’ll find: 

 About Us 

 What we Do 

 What we Believe 

 Our Community Engagement 

 and HELIX Youth Outreach 

There’s much more on the site, too!  
See the many ways we rise to meet 
our challenge to be the church God 
calls us to be in Freeport and beyond! 


