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December 15, 2020 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 

Join in our Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 
facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

and Virtual Coffee Hour on ZOOM at 11:00 am. 
Meeting Room number  815-235-2824 

Access Code 2636 

 

2021 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE  
CONGREGATION & ENDOWMENT 

Mark your calendars: 
January 31, 2021, following Sunday Worship 

CELEBRATE THE HOPE, PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY 
WITH “CHRISTMAS EVE AT HOME” 

Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is born anew in our hearts! 

 Our “Christmas Eve at Home” celebration for all ages begins at 4:30 pm in our 
Facebook Live worship space. This time in worship is our way to extend an extrava-
gant welcome during the COVID-19 mitigations to our whole community in Free-
port and beyond. We know that God’s love shines into our shadowed places and our  
longest of nights. No matter how apart we may feel or need to safely remain, the 
Light of Christ will break in, renewing the world. 

 We welcome in our annual Christmas celebration with a period of sacred song at 
4:30 p.m.. The tradition of The Service of Lessons and Carols begins at 5:00 p.m. Both 
will be part of a single shared video stream on Facebook Live: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 Every year, our children and youth lead us through the scriptures, prophesies, and 
stories of Christmas. Sharing the Lessons, they will guide us towards the Light that is 
being born anew. Paired with each scripture, we will be led through the Carols by 
voices from our Sanctuary Choir.  

 Our many musical ensembles and guest musicians will also add their talents to the 
joy of Christmas. Bro. Carl Cole will join us with his gifts of Gospel and Jazz. The 
St. John Brass will greet us with their blend of horns. Songs of the Spirit will share 
their contemporary stylings. Friends of the congregation Kira McGirr and Hope 
Carey will blend their voices. And the Bell Choir will help us hear the Christmas 
bells ringing.  

Come together and be one! 
Welcome Christ’s light into our hope-filled and needing world! 
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SUPPORTING OUR MISSION & MINISTRY 

 
MISSION & OUTREACH: BOTTLECAP 

BENCH PROJECT 

 The Mission and Outreach Leadership continues its 
collection of bottlecaps and lids. These will be turned 
into Bottlecap Benches for our congregation and 
neighbors to enjoy. We are making great progress and 
have collected several large bags already! 

 Our goal is to purchase eight 6-foot, rainbow 
benches with backs, for use outside the church build-
ing. We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and 
their ABC Promise Partnership to show others the 
value of recycling.  

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect 
1,600 pounds of bottlecaps and lids. For a list of ac-
ceptable types of caps and lids, please call or email the 
church office.  

 Drop off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bot-
tlecap Benches is located in the Atrium entrance for 
your convenience. 

Please remember to clean caps and lids 
thoroughly before dropping them off.  

Let’s see how far we can be by New Year’s Day! 

 
2020 END OF YEAR FINANCIAL GIFTS 

AND 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Your end-of year generosity helps us be ready for the 
mission and ministry needs that come as the next year 
begins. The winter months often surprise us with 
emergency community outreach and renewals for ex-
penses related to our ministry programs. 

The last day to receive gifts toward fiscal year 2020 is 
12/28/20. Any gifts received after that date will be 
credited for the new year. 

2021 offering envelopes are now available. If you use 
these time-tested reminders for our generous spirits, 
contact the church office today. Or maybe use Auto-
matic Deductions in the new year! 

Questions? Please contact Pam Wessel.  

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor-for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel L. Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at:   Office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 
GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month Energy Purchased Energy Produced 

September 71 kWh 2,798 kWh 

October 1,497 kWh 2,370 kWh 

November 2,646 kWh 2,032 kWh 

Total kWh 4,214 kWh 7,200 kWh 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT WHIRL: 

OUR NEW HELP WITH  
FAITH FORMATION 

 As we begin using the Whirl curriculum by 
Sparkhouse this month for our older elementary Sunday 
School class, it’s a good time to give a bit more 
information about it and why it’s a good fit for our 
congregation. 

 Whirl aims to teach kids Bible stories. It does this 
by following a coherent narrative week to week, so 
that kids can follow the pattern and build up their 
knowledge of God’s work over its two-year cycle. 

 In addition to lesson plans, it offers a variety of 
materials including animated videos, study Bibles, 
handouts, and bulletin inserts. Each lesson includes 
the following components: 

 Welcome – Start the class with a warm 
welcome activity in the lesson leaflet 

 Hear – Watch the Whirl characters learn about 
the Bible 

 Respond – Apply the message using their 
lesson leaflets 

 Launch – Participate in Scripture-based 
activities, both inside the classroom and at 
home with their families 

We believe that Whirl Classroom will prove a good 
and flexible resource to enable whatever changes will 
best serve our children. 

 

 
HELIX: HAPPY WINTER BREAK! 

 After our virtual holiday party on 12/16, HELIX  
will have completed the 2020 calendar year, giving 
youth time to relax and enjoy their winter break. It’s 
been a challenging year and has required much 
adaptation and flexibility. Thank you to all who have 
participated and supported the program. We will meet 
again on 1/6/21 (likely via Zoom, but please watch 
your email in case that changes). For more information, 
please contact helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 

FAITH FORMATION THROUGH THE 
REMAINING COVID-19 MITIGATIONS 

 Our faith formation programs at St. John UCC have 
worked hard to maintain connection and relationship 
with children who attend church services. 

 Our storytelling and play offered in the Godly Play 
classroom from Pre-K through second grade continues 
weekly through our Facebook Videos. Our Older 
Elementary gathering on Zoom will move to Whirl. 
This is similarly story-based and encouraging of 
questions and critical thinking, but adds Biblical 
context and connections to our church activities at an 
age-appropriate level. 

 Our Worship and Education Leadership Team is 
working to adapt the format of this older elementary 
class, through COVID-19 restrictions and beyond.  

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the January 1st TIDINGS  
is Tuesday, December 22nd. 
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ONE MORE THOUGHT: THE CHRISTMAS FUND 

“For such a time as this,” God comes to be with us, again.  

 The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay em-
ployees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency 
grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas 
“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. 

 Since last March, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency finan-
cial needs of many who serve the church have increased dramatically. These dif-
ficult times make the need for the Christmas Fund more urgent than ever.  

 These times also call us to deeper compassion and increased generosity. 
Through the generosity of churches like ours, these servants of the church re-
ceive emergency financial assistance, help with health care costs, and annual 
“thank you” checks. We give not only to meet their needs, not only to thank 
them for their ministries, but also to make room in our hearts and their lives for 
a new thing to break forth.  

 May your generous spirit be inspired to give to The Christmas Fund, as we 
respond “for such a time as this” in our world today.  

1010 South Park Boulevard 
Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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