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November 15, 2020 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

FREEPORT CLERGY GROUP 
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

11/23/2020, 7:00 pm on Facebook Live 

The many faith communities in Freeport and 
Northwest Illinois will join together in praise of God’s 
blessings at the Thanksgiving Worship Celebration. 
Traditionally, this lively ecumenical service is hosed at 
one of the area faith communities. This year, the wor-
ship service will be streamed on the FGC Facebook 
page: 

facebook.com/FreeportClergyGroup/live 

An offering for the evening will be taken by the local 
churches for the FSD 145 Shoe Fund. This fund was 
created provide winter-appropriate footwear for chil-
dren and youth. Donations to the fund can be made 
through the church office or at our Online Giving Portal: 

bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
COMMITMENT SUNDAY, 11/22/20 

This year’s Annual Giving Campaign celebrates 
our commitment to be the church God is calling us to 
be in Freeport and beyond. Commitment Sunday marks 
the end of our weekly witness of our generous spirits. 
Typically, there has been a designated time in our wor-
ship to bring our cards forward to be blessed and to 
have our intentions consecrated. This year, we will cel-
ebrate our commitment virtually, during our 10:00 am 
morning worship on Facebook Live. 

With our honoring of best practices for this pan-
demic, we ask that you return your Faith Promise either 
by postal mail or by delivering it personally to the 
church during office hours (9:00 am-3:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday). 

May God bless our generous support 
of our faith community’s ministry 

in Freeport and beyond! 

 

Join in our Online Worship 
every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/
stjohnuccfreeport/live 

and our Virtual Coffee Hour 
on ZOOM at 11:00 am. 
Meeting Room number  

815-235-2824 
Access Code 2636. 

ADVENT’S LIGHT BEGINS SHINING ON 11/29/2020 

Come gather at Christ’s Table and start the Advent season in the right 
spirit. The Advent season begins four Sundays before Christmas, and 
ends on Christmas Eve. Join us on Facebook Live each week to celebrate 
the season of light and hope. Each week will add more to the Advent in 
music, in scripture, in story, building up our great expectation for the 
coming of Christ’s Light. 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome here,  

as we light the candles of 
Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy. 
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GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month 2020 2019 Change 

July 3,120 kWh 7,200 kWh 4,080 kWh 

August 3,360 kWh 5,760 kWh 2,400 kWh 

September 71 kWh 5,280 kWh 5,209 kWh 

October 1,497 kWh 6,240 kWh 4,743 kWh 

Total kWh 10,418 kWh 24,480 kWh 14,062 kWh 

CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor-for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel L. Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREES 

To decorate the sanctuary for Christmas, our Care 
and Community Team is hanging the greens in a new 
way this year. We will fill the outer aisles of the sanctu-
ary with family Christmas trees, sharing our hope, 
peace, love, and joy. 

Your family can sponsor a tree for a donation of 
$50. Bring decorations from your home and share 
your family’s style with the congregation! 

If you are unable to decorate the tree yourself, vol-
unteers will purchase and decorate for you for an addi-
tional $15. And if the suggested donation takes away 
from your family’s finances for Christmas joy and gift-
ing, we’ve got a secret Santa fund who will make sure 
your family will have a tree to decorate. Every family 
who wants to decorate will have a tree waiting! 

Please contact the church office to schedule a time 
for your family to come decorate a tree! 

 
ADVENT BOXES 

As we prepare for an Advent season that will look 
different from most, the St. John staff team have pre-
pared a set of materials for each family to take home 
and use in their own celebration of the season. These 
Advent Boxes include daily and weekly devotionals, 
crafts, postcards, and other items to remind us of our 
church and reimagine our usual traditions. We hope 
they will be a means of connection despite our neces-
sary physical separation this season.  

Advent boxes may be picked up from the church 
starting on 11/23, or during pie distribution on 11/25 
(12-2pm). If you need to have a box delivered to your 
home, please call or email Pam Wessel. 
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the December 1st TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, November 24th. 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

Godly Play videos are posted on Facebook each Sun-
day at 10:45am. Our Godly Play leaders share a lesson 
each week, and families can enjoy the lessons together 
after sharing in morning worship. 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

Kids’ Worship continues each Sunday at 11:00. Kids 
are invited to join a secure Zoom room after worship 
to creatively reflect on what God’s Spirit is sharing in 
their lives. Parental permission is required, and meet-
ings are supervised. 

Three things are needed to join in (and your parent or 
guardian's permission!): 

 A computer, tablet, or phone with internet ac-
cess, a camera and microphone. 

 The ZOOM Client for Meetings App, found at 
any app store, or by visiting zoom.us/
download; and 

 The Kids' Church Meeting ID: 
815-235-2825, and Password: 43549 

Let's discover together where God's still-speaking 
voice is calling us, as we grow in life and faith! 

 
HELIX—ONLINE, WEDNESDAYS, 2:30PM 

HELIX is currently meeting via Zoom instead of in-
person, adapting to local school closures. We meet 
each Wednesday at 2:30 to play games and check in 
with one another.  

All 5th—8th youth are welcome to join! 

Meeting ID: 815 235 2825      Password: 43549  

We'll also be posting content each week to our Face-
book page related to the question we've been asking so 
far this year: What does it mean to be a community? 

 

 
INTRODUCING “WHIRL” CURRICULUM 

At a meeting in October, the Worship and Education 
Leadership Team decided to adjust the curriculum 
used for the Kids’ Worship age group (4th through 8th 
grade youth). Given that the current makeup of this 
class skews toward the younger end of the age range, 
we are switching to the Whirl curriculum, for 3rd and 
4th graders. Both our current curriculum and Whirl are 
produced by Sparkhouse, a division of the publishing 
wing of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
This change in curriculum will allow our teachers to 
attend more easily to the developmental needs of our 
youth, ensuring they have solid resources to engage 
youth and teach the stories of our faith.  

You can read more about Whirl at: 
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/whirl 
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Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 
Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: 

SUPPORT CHANGE FOR CHANGE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 Each year, our children collect pocket change to support agencies and pro-
grams that are not part of our regular mission giving. Throughout the year, 
that pocket change collection raises over $2,500 supporting: 

 Sending children and adults  to Summer Camps at Pilgrim Park 

 Advocate Children’s Hospital Oncology 

 Freeport Boys & Girls Club 

 VOICES of Stephenson County 

 Coats and Clothes for Kids 

 We hope to catch up on the months of support that we haven’t been able 
to collect with the COVID closures. Jars are available in the church office, 
ready for your spare coins (or bills!). Each Caring Team has its own jar, to fos-
ter a friendly competition and see which team can gather the most funds. 

 Let’s work with our children and youth to see what is possible when we 
come with a generous spirit, sharing God’s love in our community! 

WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

WASH 
YOUR 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 


