
1 

 

October 15, 2020 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

 
THANKSGIVING PIES!! 

WE WILL BAKE FOR YOU!! 

Our annual pie fundraiser will 
make your Thanksgiving table 
complete! Orders for pumpkin, 
cherry, blueberry, and apple pies 
are due by 11/9. Pick up will be 
11/25, 12:00 pm. Cost is $10 each.  

Contact Pam at the church office 
or email: 

pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 
TIDINGS TWICE A 

MONTH! 

Our extravagant welcome is chal-
lenging us to make sure the whole 
St. John UCC community is in-
formed. 

The first of the month edition will 
talk about the nuts and bolts of 
our ministry.  The mid-month edi-
tion will celebrate the many minis-
tries that help us share our chal-
lenge to be the church Freeport 
needs us to be! 

HELIX IS UP AND RUNNING! 
WEDNESDAYS, 2:30-4:30PM 

The 2020-2021 HELIX Youth Outreach year has  
officially started! Meetings for all middle school 
grades (5th through 8th) are now held on  
Wednesdays from 2:30 to 4:30pm.  

In addition to our paid staff, we could use a few more 
volunteers to help with handing out snacks and  
coordinating our new COVID-19 precautions. If 
you’d be able to help with these tasks on a  
Wednesday between 2:15 and 3pm or so, please  
contact rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

TOTENFEST 
November 1, during worship 

Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 
place on Sunday, 11/1 as part of morning worship.  

We will remember our members and friends who 
have died during this past year. We will read their 
names, and recall their lives with candles, prayer, 
scripture, and song.  

If you would like to have your loved one’s name read 
as part of the celebration, please email Lisa at the 
church office with their name, photograph, birthday, 
and date of death by October 28. 

 

Join in our Online Worship 
every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/
stjohnuccfreeport/live 

and our Virtual Coffee Hour 
on ZOOM at 11:00 am. 
Meeting Room number  

815-235-2824 
Access Code 2636. 

See you in our  
Virtual Worship Place! 
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WEAR 
YOUR 
MASK 

WASH 
YOUR 
HANDS 

SIX 
FEET 
APART 

STAY 
AT 
HOME 

SUPPORTING OUR MISSION & MINISTRY 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

Godly Play is back, and streaming on Facebook Live!  
Our Godly Play leaders share a lesson each week. The 
videos are posted at 10:45 a.m., so families can enjoy 
the lessons together after sharing in morning worship. 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-7TH GRADES 

Kids’ Worship resumed on 10/11. 

Kids are invited to gather in a secure Zoom meeting 
each Sunday at 11:00 to creatively reflect on what 
God’s Spirit is sharing in their lives. Parental permis-
sion is required, and meetings are supervised. 

Three things are needed to join in (and your parent or 
guardian's permission!): 

 A computer, tablet, or phone with internet ac-
cess, a camera and microphone. 

 The ZOOM Client for Meetings App, found at 
any app store, or by visiting zoom.us/
download.; and 

 The Kids' Church Meeting ID: 
815-235-2825, and Password: 43549 

Let's discover together where God's still-speaking 
voice is calling us, as we grow in life and faith! 

SHARING OUR GIFTS IN NEW WAYS: 
Online Giving and 

Automatic Donations 

To honor our Faith Commitment to St. John UCC, 
you can donate electronically, here is a direct link to 
our Online Giving Portal: 

www.bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

This portal is powered by BREEZE/SWIPE, a secure 
platform for financial transactions. If you would like 
to cover the fees for this transaction, check the box in 
the lower left-hand corner. The fee collected from 
your transaction will be credited to your giving. 

If you prefer, you can always send a check in the mail 
or place your donation in the secure mailbox located 
on the left side pillar of  the Atrium entrance off  the 
parking lot.  

You can also sign up for ACH transactions, automatic 
deductions from your checking or savings accounts. 
Speak with Pam or Lisa in the  church office. 

We thank you in advance for your continued generous 
support of St. John UCC, as we look forward to the 
“New Normal” that we will live into together. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  703-473-3534 

Pastor-for Community & Mission:  
 Rachel L. Kirk Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  352-215-7135 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 
 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  
Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month 2020 2019 Change 

June 3,186 kWh 5,880 kWh 2,694 kWh 

July 3,120 kWh 7,200 kWh 4,080 kWh 

August 3,360 kWh 5,760 kWh 2,400 kWh 

September 71 kWh 5,280 kWh 5,209 kWh 

Total kWh 9,737 kWh 24,120 kWh 14,383 kWh 

 

THE PANELS ARE PRODUCING! 

Look to our South Roofs, and you will see our 
Creation Justice ministries in action! One year ago, 
our congregation dedicated the Solar Renewable 
Energy Project into service, making our church 
campus the first 100% self-generated house of 
worship in Illinois. 

After some seasonal delays, the system became fully 
operational on March 17, 2020 (just in time for the 
COVID shut-down!). We received the final inspection 
by the City of Freeport in June. 

This summer was a blessing of sunlight. In each 
month, the solar panels produced: 

June yielded 7.57 megawatt hours (MWh), July 6.67 
MWh, August 7.82 MWh, and September 5.51 MWh. 

We received final approval from ComEd in 
September, and we are now seeing the generation 
results on our electric bill. After this approval, we 
generated 2,798 kWh of electricity. We used 2,869 
kWh, resulting in a difference of 71 kWh. 

.

 

A GENEROUS SPIRIT IS CONTAGIOUS 

The fund raising for the Solar Renewable Energy 
Project has been very successful. Members, friends and 
community partners have generously pledged $173, 
950.00 to our fund raising goal of $105,000. To date we 
have received $136,438.48 of those pledges. 

Our original note was for $200,000, of which 
$86,998.75 has been paid. We will be able to have one-
half of the loan paid off by the first of the year. With 
the  amount of your pledges and generous donations 
received, we have been able to pay additional money 
on our loan each month. 

The ComEd Smart Inverter rebate will be arriving this 
month, and the Solar Energy Renewable Credit system 
is in process. These two partnerships bring over 
$96,000 to support our Creation Justice work in 
producing 100% of our church campus electricity. 

Thank you to everyone for your continued monthly, 
yearly, and financial support as you have felt called and 
been able to give! 

SOLAR ENERGY UPDATE 

The deadline for submitting articles  
for the November 1st TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, October 20th. 
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Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 
Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: 

MISSION & OUTREACH: BOTTLECAP BENCH PROJECT 

 Mission and Outreach Leadership team is beginning a new Creation Justice mission, 
and we need your help. We are collecting bottlecaps and lids, that will be turned into Bot-
tlecap Benches for our congregation and neighbors to enjoy! 

 With these caps and lids, our goal is to purchase eight 6-foot, rainbow benches with 
backs, for use outside the church building. We are partnering with Green Tree Plastics and 
their ABC Promise Partnership to show others the value of recycling. We are never too 
old to learn about the environment and the role plastic plays to become a good earth stew-
ard. 

 To be able to reach our goal, we need to collect 200 pounds of bottlecaps and lids (or a 
total of  1,600 pounds). A list of acceptable caps and lids is included in this newsletter. All 
items for recycling must be received in clean condition and will be gathered until we reach 
our goal. When the 1,600 pounds are collected, an order for benches will be submitted 
and we will pick up our benches! 

 Drop off your caps today! A gray tote labeled Bottlecap Benches is located in the 
Atrium entrance for your convenience.  Let’s see how far we can be by New Year’s Day! 



 

Bottlecap Bench Program 
Guide to Acceptable Cap and Lid Types 
 

ACCEPTABLE CAPS & LIDS 

Ö Medicine bottle caps  
Ö milk jug & creamer caps  
Ö detergent caps 
Ö hair spray caps 
Ö toothpaste caps  
Ö deodorant caps 
Ö apple sauce pouch caps 
Ö drink bottle caps -  

soda, water, juice, sports drink 
Ö flip top caps (ketchup, etc) 
Ö spout caps (mustard, etc) 
Ö spray paint caps 
Ö ointment tube caps 
Ö baby food caps 

Ö shampoo/conditioner caps 
Ö cottage cheese 
Ö yogurt lids 
Ö cool whip container lids 
Ö Pringle can lids 
Ö mayonnaise jar lids 
Ö peanut butter lids 
Ö coffee can lids 
Ö butter lids 
Ö Ice cream bucket lids -  

under 8” in diameter 
Ö cream cheese container lids 
Ö spice jar lids 

 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY ITEMS OTHER THAN PLASTIC CAPS, LIDS 
This includes K-Cups, any type of bottle, pump or trigger spray lids, 

straws, and food containers (such as GLADware) 

 

Drop off your caps & lids today! 

a gray tote labeled “Bottlecap Benches” 
is located in the Atrium entrance 

 

1010 S Park Blvd  Freeport, IL  61032 
815-235-2824  www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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