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“Sincere Love” 
 

 To people in Rome who were experiencing great oppression and social 

upheaval, the Apostle Paul wrote these words of encouragement and perse-

verance: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 

one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing hon-

or” (Romans 12:9-10). Paul was telling the people to act in love – even in the 

face of trouble. Act in love. Move with grace. Outdo one another in expressing 

love. 

 How much do we need these words? We are living in polarizing times. 

There are overwhelming feelings over the pandemic and disagreements in 

media and leadership over how to respond to this virus that has shut down so 

much. There are deep divisions over issues of racism and the violence on city 

streets and the upcoming elections – locally, statewide, and nationally and the 

rising rhetoric. “Upheaval” is a word that summarizes so much of what we 

have experienced. And this turmoil reminds us as people of faith that we are 

to be different from the swirling sounds of fury in this divided world. We must 

draw nearer to the love of Christ. And then we must take his genuine love to 

the world. And as Paul said, our love must be genuine too. We have to mean 

it. We have to see it as the remedy to the pain and division we see. 

 In the original language, the word Paul uses for “genuine” is really the 

word, “sincere.” The etymology of the word “sincere” means literally, sine 

cera, or “without wax.” When sculptors, builders, or potters made items, 

sometimes they would try to hide mistakes or imperfections. A builder might 

use a defective piece of marble, and to cover this up, he might take wax and 

fill in the flaws. A sculptor would use wax to cover cracks. A potter might use 

wax to fill in a gap. However, when exposed to the hot sun, the wax would 

melt, and the imperfections would be revealed. Therefore, something without 

wax was whole and pure. Sincere. Now, while we know we are certainly im-

perfect people, and we all have our flaws and scars, the love we must have 

for one another must be sincere. Genuine. Real. In a world that claims lots of 

“fake news,” we need to strive to love one another sincerely and genuinely. 

And that means that we react in love – even when we disagree. Even if we 

vehemently differ in our opinions on politics, coronavirus responses, or socie-

tal issues, we must begin with grace. We can have conversations about view-

points, but the world cannot be brought together if we refuse to even begin on 

common ground. We are all sinners saved by grace from our Lord and Savior. 

And we are commanded to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. In this time of division, may we be 

united by our sincere love and truly outdo one another in showing honor.  

 

Laugh, live, and celebrate God’s love, 
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NEWS from The Pantry 

This August, we distributed backpacks filled with school supplies for the children of these fami-
lies, thanks to your generous donations.  

Your continued support of our food pantry is critical.  Our food focus for September will be pas-
ta, pasta sauce, and rice.  Of course, as always, any donations are welcome. 

Thank you! 

If you have any questions, please contact Melba York at 336-549-3227. 

Set-up Friday, September 18th: 2:30 – 4:30  

Distribution, Saturday, September 19th: 9:00 – 12:00 

Join Mike Daniels for Adult Sunday School Tues-

day nights at 7pm via Zoom.  

 https://zoom.us/j/8374950214                            
Meeting ID: 837 495 0214 

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS at 10am at the PICNIC 

SHELTER for OUTDOOR WORSHIP (weather per-

mitting). We will practice social distancing. We 

ask that hugging and handshakes be replaced 

with smiles and waves. Family units will need to 

sit together. Please bring masks and your lawn 

chairs. If you are unable to join us or feel unsafe 

doing so, the service will be posted on Face-

book and YouTube later on Sunday. We miss 

everyone and can’t wait to worship together!  

https://zoom.us/j/8374950214


  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 23 - UMW 

 

 

The next blood drive is Monday, October 12th 

from 2:30 to 7:30pm.  To make an appointment, 

call Pam Lamb at 570-447-1573 or visit 

www.redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor 

code :  Fairfield.  Thank you! 



A donation was made to the Food Pantry in memory of Mamie Kearns on what would 

be her 100th birthday by her niece, Carol Ann Woodard.  

A big thank you to all who helped organize the recent blood drive, and to all who donated 

blood. We appreciate your generosity! God bless you and keep you!! Pam  

YOUTH WILL MEET IN PERSON, at the PICNIC SHELTER on Sunday evenings form 
6:00 - 7:40pm. We'll be staying physically distanced while playing games and hav-
ing a lesson and enjoying time together in one place! 
 

 
I want to start off by saying thank you. Thank you to everyone who has given me as much 
love and as much support as they could give me. I am blessed to have a church family like 
this one. I promise I will use the scholarship money to "read books and study them". On to 
the next chapter! Love, Caroline Booher 
 

 
Current UPPER ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP. They are lo-
cated in a plastic box on the bench in front of the double glass doors. 
 

 

The church council has met to discuss plans, procedures, and guidelines for reopening 

the church safely for in-person worship on Sundays. More specific details will be provided 
soon as we monitor the state's phases for reopening and guidance from our annual con-
ference. 

 
During this time, the expenses of the church will continue, and not worshiping togeth-
er could present a financial hardship for the church. If you can give electronically, con-
sider using the online giving option from the church’s webpage at 
www.fairfieldumc.com, or you can mail it to our church address at 1505 NC Highway 

62 West, High Point, NC 27263. Thank you! 

PRAISE GOD!!! Baby Emersyn us now home after her long stay on NICU. I want to thank my 
FUMC family for all the prayers and phone calls since she has been born. She sure is a feisty little 
angel, and I know that all the prayers that were sent up were felt by all who love her. I am so 
blessed to have such a loving, caring, compassionate church family. God bless each and every 
one of you. Pam  

Emersyn's mom, Nicolette also wants to thank everyone. She said, "He heard and decided she needs to be home."  



  

  

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

If your address, phone number, or email has changed, or you 

would like to be added to the phone tree or email announce-

ment list, please let the church office know by calling 336-431-

5743 or email raehicks@northstate.net.  Thank you! 

‘Remind’ Text Messages: To receive text messages from Pastor 

Oliver and Fairfield UMC (for special announcements and prayer 

concerns) text “@fairfldumc” to 81010.  Follow the instructions 

and enter your name to subscribe. 

9/1 Danny Cecil 9/11 Eddie Coltrane 9/23 Melissa Griffin 

9/2 Lee Hamilton 9/11 Sam Hoskins 9/24 Ray Kinley 

9/3 Brenda Taylor 9/14 Tiffany Ellis 9/25 Tom Smith 

9/4 Robert Hollingsworth 9/17 Ryan Hoskins 9/25 Kenneth Hulin 

9/5 Garrett Booher 9/21 Jerry Boyles 9/27 Mary Martin 

9/7 Fran Laws 9/21 Carmen Daniels 9/27 Jenna Caputa 

9/10 Angela Spell 9/22 Rae Nell Hix 9/27 Pete de Ruyter 

Sept. 1     Danny & Dreama Cecil 

Sept. 23   Norma & Robert Knight 

Sept. 27   Craig & Terri Thomas 

NEW ADDRESSES: 
Ethan Bryan:  
LCpl Ethan Bryan; H&Sp BN, MCB, Camp Courtney PMO; Unit 35002; FPO AP 96373 
 
Joyce Mallet, 130 Floyd Street, Denton, NC 27239 
 
Virginia Yarborough, c/o Denah Moore, 560 Westwood Dr., Kannapolis, NC 28081  
 

Bobby Gammons, Ste. E, North Pointe Assisted Living, 303 Aldridge Rd., Archdale, NC 27263  
 
 

Fairfield UMC PRESCHOOL WILL OPEN THIS FALL.  Registration is open for the 

2020-2021 school year. We are accepting applications. Registration forms can be 

found on our website at www.fairfieldumc.com or on the Preschool office door. 

Please let friends and family members know so they can reserve that spot for their 

little ones. We offer classes for 2’s, 3’s and 4 year olds.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxjr395b7YAhVG5CYKHUkvDbgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stjohnromeo.org/update-member-info.html&psig=AOvVaw2qiQt5xyKXJJi8oeVUhfqt&ust=1515172071121255


 

UMW News     September 2020 

During the last few days I have been reading the United Methodist Women’s magazine, Response – the 
magazine of women in mission.  Many of the articles’ theme is ‘Hope’.   

The work of UMW is ‘Putting Faith, Hope and Love into Action’.  During these perilous 
times have you had trouble feeling hopeful?  Read these words from Tara Barnes, Editor 
of Response. 

“… Yes, I’m having a hard time with hope.  But, I confess, part of why I’m having a hard 
time with hope is because I know it exists.  I feel it.  I see it.  I know we are created in 
God’s image and so I know we are capable of great good.” 

One scripture that gives us a “Beacon of Hope’ is Romans 
15:4 & 13 as well as an old hymn  ‘My Hope is Built’. 

As United Methodist Women we must carry this hope to our community.  In 
October we’ll share our ideas for future mission work and projects. 

 

Tues., Sept. 1, 2020 - UMW Board planning meeting 

If you have ideas or questions about how we might put our Hope into action, please call, text or email 
Mary Sharpe by Sunday, August 30.  (336-301-4968). 

Let’s strive to stay connected and serve our community! 

 

We also strive to stay connected as we ‘shelter in place’.  

Please consider attending the Northern Piedmont District Annual Cele-
bration by Zoom Webinar August 29 at 3 p.m. 

At wnccumw.org/districtcelebrations, you will be able to access: 

Zoom registration link (Registration opens in early August; TBD) 

An agenda, the nominations report, the budget and Pledge to Mission for 2021 & more 

Please call Mary Sharpe, 336-301-4968 for more information. 

Let us grow stronger in our faith, stay connected as we ‘shelter in place’ and be ready to serve our God! 

Our Purpose:  "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 

ministries of the church."  



                                 

 

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR: 

 

  ~ Betty Zachary, had very light stroke, waiting to get   

   into rehab facility. 

  ~ Sue Ellen Modlin, broken foot. 

~ Larry Jones, Michelle Mathai and Logan Jones' father, leg infection. 

~ Bryson Michael (teacher at Ginger Crites' school) & wife Brianna, whose 

 son Sawyer was born Saturday @ 4lbs 3oz (at 31 weeks). 

~ Amy Higgins's co-worker, stage 4 pancreatic cancer, single mom. 

~ John Starrett, health problems, now at home. 

~ Ann Hix, Rae Nell Hix's daughter, in the hospital. She has lost her hear

 ing and doctors are not sure what is going on. 

~ Doug Collins, Yank's son, cancer. He is not doing well. Please pray for 

 Linda and Yank also. 

~ Rodney Rudd, Karen Rudd’s cousin, recently diagnosed with acute leu

 kemia & starting treatments. 

~ Melba York, eye surgery. 

~ Rae Nell Hix, nerve problems in her lower back, she can hardly walk. 

~ Fran Thackerson, mother of Diane Osborne, broken femur. 

~ Walt Blackburn, Terri Thomas' father, has moved home with Hospice. 

~ CL Scearce, recovering from pneumonia. 

~Virginia Yarborough, moving to Kannapolis to live her daughter. 

~ Baby Emersyn, Pam Lamb's granddaughter Nicolette's baby girl, who 

 was born June 30th at 28 weeks (2 months early), now at home. 

~ Rick Gammons, had neck surgery on June 23. He's still in a lot of pain. 

~ Bobby Gammons, has moved to North Pointe Assisted Living. 

~Martha Cox, Vivian Dyer’s daughter-in-law, having mastectomy in Aug. 

~ Vivian Dyer, esophagitis. 

~ All high school graduates leaving to go to college. 

~ All students, teachers and staff returning to school. 

~ Those affected by Hurricane Laura. 


