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“Making the Most of Time” 

 Anyone who has ever lost someone dear to them knows the 

pain and heartache that accompany loss. We all know that death is a 

part of life, that no one is immune from its touch, and that often 

death comes when we are not nearly ready. The deaths of loved ones 

in our church over the past couple of years and the tragic accident of 

the Bova family in June have deeply touched us and have caused us 

to grieve. When Susan’s father was diagnosed with cancer in December last year and 

fought bravely through radiation treatments, multiple doctors’ appointments, blood 

transfusions, lengthy hospital stays, and days of intense pain, we held out hope for his 

recovery and healing, tried to offer support for Susan’s mother, and we struggled to 

maintain faith in what God could do. Many of you have been there. Many of you have 

witnessed the deterioration of someone you love as the frailties of our mortal frames 

become more evident. Many of you have rejoiced when the body responds and retali-

ates and surges to life as healing comes. We live in a fallen, broken world where dis-

ease does not discriminate and can affect the strongest and the best of us all. And none 

of us can predetermine the time span we are given.  

 The fragility of life is real. My family has seen that up close. Perhaps yours 

has too. While we celebrate that Susan’s daddy had 75 wonderful, hard fought years 

in this world, it still wasn’t enough. We will miss his presence at every band and or-

chestra concert, every football game where Elizabeth takes the field to march in 

marching band, every dance recital, every family get together, every holiday, every 

opportunity for him to say another corny joke or make a silly, offhanded comment. 

We will miss his physical presence, but we remember that for we who believe, life is 

more than this temporal plane. Life, yes, continues and we choose to live as those who 

have hope. Life is God’s greatest gift and what we choose to do with this precious 

time we have is our gift to God.  

 This is hard. Anyone who has lost someone can agree. We carry the best mem-

ories with us, we carry all memories with us, and we strive to live making the most of 

the time we have been given. Daily life sometimes demands of us that we devote this 

valuable commodity of time spending precious energy on things that in the grand 

scheme of life don’t matter. Sometimes that is necessary. But how often are we doing 

things that waste the time we have been given, that deny us opportunities to connect 

with the people around us? How often have I been guilty of perusing social media 

while someone sits across from me in person, seeking to connect? These moments 

cannot be reclaimed. Choices have consequences and we never know when that 

missed opportunity might be the last.  

 Treasure the time we have with one another. Seek the opportunities to be pre-

sent. Reject the temptations to become bogged down by the minutiae of situations and 

things that want to rob us of our energy and joy. Life is fragile and sometimes shorter 

than we intend or desire. So make the most of what God has given, even in the face of 

death, pain, and heartache. We know that while there are days when we want to hide 

away from the world, God has promised us strength to face the coming day. Jesus was 

no stranger to death and grieved himself. He knew that the things of this world would 

want to conspire to steal our joy and hope, but he said, “I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10b).  

mailto:oliver@fairfieldumc.com
mailto:ac@achiggins.com
mailto:raehicks@northstate.net
mailto:vnewsome@northstate.net


 

On Sunday, Sept. 2nd AND Sunday, Sept. 30th our worship 

times will be a little different.  We will have Sunday School at 

9am and a combined worship service at 10am.   

Celebrate the abundant life that God has given and that God has promised will come, and remember the words of 

Christ: “I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; 

I have conquered the world!” (John 16:33). Pray for my family and for me as we grieve, and I will pray for you. We 

are here for one another and we are here to live this abundant life that God has given, confident that through Christ, we 

are not overcome by the grief or pain we feel, because he has already conquered and won. 

 

Laugh, live, and celebrate God’s love, 



  

 

 

 

 

NEWS from The Pantry 

The more we serve people in need, the closer we are to God!  In that spirit, our FUMC Food Pantry pro-
vided groceries and loving support for 63 families at our pantry on August 18th. The families with chil-
dren also received school supplies, thanks to your generous donations. 

We have appointments with 37 families for our September 15th pantry. Our food focus will be dried pin-
to beans, boxed mac-n-cheese and canned green beans. The number of appointments we have will in-
crease this Fall, so please pick up a few extra of these items when grocery shopping.  

Please continue your prayers for this ministry and all those we serve. 

Food Set-up: Friday, September 14th from 2:30 to 4:30.   

Distribution: Saturday, September 15th from 9:00 to 12:00. 

 
Fairfield, thank you so much for the scholarship, Bible, and devotion book. While I 

am excited to start a new chapter in my life, I will miss your beautiful smiles and 

warm hugs every Sunday. Words cannot express how grateful I am to have grown up in this 

church and to have been loved by the people here. You have each played such an important 

role in my life. Thanks again and I love you all. Madilyn Rhoney.  

 

Dear Fairfield UMC, thank you so much for not only the graduation gift, 

but for being so intentional and community focused. I've been so welcomed 

and touched by those in the church and I am truly blessed because of it. I 

pray that the church keeps spreading Christ ‘s love in the awesome way it does for 

many years to come. Thank you again! Love, Avery Matthews. 

Dear Fairfield Church Family, Caroline and I would like to thank for all that you have done for us during 
this difficult time. Words cannot express how grateful we are for your wonderful support, prayers and 
generosity. I know that Tyler and his grandmother Kathy appreciates everything as well. They have told 
me how much they feel your love and prayers. Thank you again for everything you have done. With love, 

Elizabeth and Caroline 

Our heartfelt condolences and sympathy goes out to: 

The family of Hugh Harris, Susan Helsabeck’s father. 

The family of Brandon Boyles, Jerry & Dyanne Boyles’ grandson. 

The family of Jim Kurtz, Mark McKeown’s step-father.   

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all for the beautiful peace lily the church sent following my father's death. I want to thank 
the congregation for all the calls, texts, and cards I've received during Daddy's illness and most recently 

as we lost him. All of these have brought so much comfort to know that he's been in so many thoughts and prayers. 
We are so appreciative of those of you who came to the visitation and to Daddy's service. I am so thankful that so 
many of you were able to hear about what an amazing father I was blessed to have. I am reminded daily now of what 
his former pastor observed in my father's legacy and that was to be present with those you are with and love as time 
is short and a gift. Thank you all! Love, Susan, Oliver, and Elizabeth 
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               GREETERS FOR SEPT. 2018 

Day Sunday School 11:00am Worship 

2 Mike & Betsy Sink Aaron & Kelly Sink 

9 Joe & Evonne Turbyfill Peggy & Ricky Gammons 

16 Mike & Lori Daniels Jeff & Jane Eaton 

23 The Wood Family Gene & Mary Frazier 

30 Craig & Terri Thomas   
If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please call the next person 

on list or Meredith Antley. 

Acolytes for September 2018: 

Sept. 2 - Laney Lorenz 

Sept. 9 - Dylan McDaniel 

Sept. 16 - Haiden Crites 

Sept. 23 - Kayla Morgan 

Sept. 30 - Abbie Stutts 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Nursery Volunteers for Sept. 2018 

Altar Guild for September 

Vivian Dyer & Betty Zachary 

 

 OUR FAITHFULNESS TO HIS CHURCH  

 Aug. 2018 

AVG. ATTENDANCE SUN. SCH. 98 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 8:45AM SVC. 48 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 11AM SVC. 122 

TOTAL AVERAGE IN WORSHIP 170 

2018 PROPOSED BUDGET $297,079.00 

WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED $5,713.00 

TOTAL TITHE COLLECTED YTD $163,137.60 

TOTAL AMOUNT NEEDED YTD $194,242.00 

AMOUNT RECEIVED IN AUGUST $25,996.82 

BUILDING FUND $29,967.16      

‘Remind’ Text Messages: To receive text mes-

sages from Pastor Oliver and Fairfield UMC (for 

special announcements and prayer concerns) 

text “@fairfldumc” to 81010.  Follow the instruc-

tions and enter your name to subscribe. 

9/1 Danny Cecil 9/11 Sam Hoskins 9/24 Ray Kinley 

9/2 Lee Hamilton 9/14 Tiffany Ellis 9/25 Tom Smith 

9/3 Brenda Taylor 9/17 Ryan Hoskins 9/25 Kenneth Hulin 

9/4 Robert Hollingsworth 9/21 Hoytt Zachary 9/26 Jeffrey Boyles 

9/5 Garrett Booher 9/21 Jerry Boyles 9/27 Mary Martin 

9/7 Fran Laws 9/21 Carmen Daniels 9/27 Jenna Caputa 

9/10 Angela Spell 9/22 Rae Nell Hix 9/27 Pete de Ruyter 

9/10 Tanner McGee 9/23 Melissa Griffin 9/27 Cindy Eddins 

9/11 Eddie Coltrane 9/23 Mitzi McGee  

Sept. 1     Danny and Dreama Cecil 

Sept. 23   Norma and Robert Knight 

Sept. 27   Craig and Terri Thomas 

NONE 

NONE 



YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
September: 
Sunday, Sept. 9th, 5-7pm - Youth Fellowship 
NO YOUTH on  the 2nd & 16th 
Wednesday Sept. 5th, 6:30-7:30pm - High School Small Groups 
Wednesday, Sept. 12th, 6:30pm - All youth to Nattie’s 
Wednesday, Sept. 19th , 6:30-7:30pm - Middle School Small Groups 
Wednesday, Sept. 26th, 6:30-8pm - Youth Service night 

Look:   
- Saturday, Sept. 8, we’re going to Church Under the Bridge.  Be at the church at 5pm. 

- Saturday Sept. 22nd, we’re going to Carowinds for Christian Music Day.  More info to come. 

-Sunday, Sept. 23rd, we ‘ll participate in the Missional Network meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  More info to come. 

- Sunday, Sept. 30th, the pumpkins will be delivered at 1:30pm.  WE NEED EVERYONE TO HELP UNLOAD! 

- Sunday, Sept 30th - Supper Club/Youth Share night  @ 6pm 

 
 

Wednesday, September 26 - Missions  

The next UMM dinner and meeting will be September 23rd at 6:30pm.  We 
are planning for the fall BBQ!  ALL MEN ARE INVITED!!  Please call Eddie 

 

 



Our Purpose:  "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church."  

Fairfield UMW News   September 2018 
 

“Be thankful each day for all our blessings!”  During the month of September the UMW bring to the forefront 

how we can ‘count our blessings’ during the peaks and valleys of our daily journey with God.  Please see 

the World Thank Offering Calendar below and join us in this daily commitment to look for blessings and rea-

sons to be thankful.   

We want each of you to join us in our journey to put our Faith, Hope and Love into Action! 

 

 

Saturday, Sept. 8 – Northern Piedmont District Annual Celebration 2018  “The Power of Bold”.  Come cele-

brate with us all the mission work that our district has done this year.  No cost.  Meet us at FUMC to carpool 

at 8:45am.  Registration & Light breakfast, Celebration is 10 – noon.  Please let Mary Sharpe or Betsy Sink if 

you can join us.   

Friday, Sept. 14 – Sunday Sept. 16 – 45th Annual UMW Celebration at Lake Junaluska.  “The 

Power of Bold” - Come join ladies from across the Western NC Conference as we cele-

brate in Praise , Fellowship and Mission Work.  See Mary Sharpe or Betsy Sink if interested in 

attending. 

Thursday, Sept. 20 – General Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the FUMC Fellowship Hall.  Our district president, Lynn 

Alexander, will share a mission project the ladies at Muir’s Chapel have found rewarding while at the same 

time saving the environment.  A new way to recycle plastic bags!    
 

An Afternoon Tea honoring Doreen Horlick, has been postponed until the Spring. 



 

 

 

 

If your address, phone number, or email has changed, or you would like to be add-

ed to the phone tree or email announcement list, please let the church office know 

by calling 336-431-5743 or email raehicks@northstate.net.  Thank you! 

If anyone would like to make a short term choir commitment, from now until Christmas, 

please come join us as we prepare for the holidays!  

 

Tuesdays - Total Praise @  6PM   

Wednesdays - Youth Choir @ 6PM  

Chancel Choir @ 7PM  

Thursdays - Angel Bells @ 6:30PM  

New members to any of these music ministries are welcome at any time!!  See Vickie New-

some if you have any questions. 

 

The Golden Adventurers will leave Tuesday Sept. 18 at 10:30am and 

head to the Field of Honor in Kernersville.  We will have a hot dog lunch 

at one of the shelters.  

Tuesday, October 30th, we will go see Steel Magnolias at the Barn Dinner Theater.  We will leave 

the church at 12:15pm.  Cost is $44 per person - this includes lunch, the play and gratuities.  If you 

are planning to go, your money must be turned into Carol by Sept. 1st.  Dress to impress! 

November 7-9 is our annual Myrtle Beach trip.  If you would like to go, please let Carol know ASAP! 

Our catered Christmas Luncheon will be Tuesday, December 11th at 11:30am.  The cost is $5 per 

person.  More information to come.   

If you have any questions, please see Carol Brown personally or call her at 336-431-1781.   

Randolph Partnership for Children is in need of some gently used (or even 
new if folks want to do that!) children’s books.  We use these books for our 
lobby to give to children who visit our office to make sure that any child who 
visits the Partnership for Children leaves with a book. We also use these 
books for our Neighborhood library in front of our office as well at the local 
festivals that we attend throughout the fall months.  When children come to our booth with their parents 
and grandparents to learn more about our programs, they leave with a book.  We are thankful for any do-
nation of books!  We are a non-profit agency that strives to make sure that all children are ready to learn 
when they enter Kindergarten.     Thank you!!!     - Susan Helsabeck 

Tyler and the Bova family would love to receive cards from his hometown 
community!  Please send cards to Bova/Durnell Families,   c/o The Ronald 
McDonald House, 935 East South Temple, Salt Lake City, UT 84102  

PLEASE make sure all doors are fully closed when leaving the church.  We have had several inci-

dents where doors have been left unlocked, or were not pushed into the locked position.  Thank 

you!  
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