“Seeking Gratitude”
Something I have noticed in the past two years, maybe
more so than I have noticed before, is that our society is
deeply upset. Maybe it’s the pandemic, which certainly has
caused us much grief and loss in so many ways and an upheaval in life and our expectations, or maybe it’s the polarization of politics and government,
or maybe just the changing social spheres, but in any regard, people are upset. We are surrounded by negativity – negative messages, negative opinions, negative news. We are all human, so this negativity of course affects all aspects of our lives, even encroaching into the
church. How do we combat this? How do we resist the negativity of the rest of the world?
Of all places where we should be able to focus on something positive, it should be the
church. After all, we have good news to share! We have the best news in the person of Jesus
Christ – the Word made flesh, the Savior of all humanity, the firstborn of all creation, the
hope of the world. And yet for many of us, we cannot get past the present situations in which
we find ourselves. Sometimes I find myself faltering. The losses I have experienced have been
so overwhelming, and when that is coupled with the losses of others and not only that, but
also with the deeply held feelings around change, uncertainties, and unmet expectations, it
can all be difficult to bear.
But it doesn’t have to be this way. Motivational speaker Will Bowen tells the story of
two men who were working a construction site. Each day, each man brought his lunch. One
man opened his lunch, took it out and complained, “Meatloaf sandwich. I hate meatloaf
sandwiches.” The next day, he opened his lunch again and complained, “Not another meatloaf sandwich!” The third day, the man opened his lunch, took something out and yelled,
“Meatloaf sandwich again! Yuck!” The other man had had enough, and he said to the first
man, “If you hate meatloaf sandwiches so much, why don’t you ask your wife to make you
something else?” To which the complaining man replied, “But I make my own lunch!”
In the grand scheme of life, we make our own lunches. Our attitude is something we
control. How we react to the world around us is up to us. But in this world where we feel like
so much is out of our control, we often react strongly when things aren’t going our way,
when people may have different opinions than we do, when we aren’t getting what we want.
And so often, the first impulse is to complain. Will Bowen defines a complaint as “an energetic statement that focuses on the problem at hand rather than the resolution sought.” The
key word in that definition is energetic. What are we putting our energy behind? The problems? We get attention when we complain, and that’s what many people want. But how
much more productive would we be if we put more energy behind the resolution to the
problem? To being proactive and seeking the positive energy of a solution?
Gratitude is positive energy. We make our own lunches! We
control our attitudes. Focusing on what is going well and what is possible is so much better and so much more life-giving than complaining,
griping, and seeking attention. Let’s seek solutions! Let’s seek life! Let’s
seek hope in the one who is with us to provide us with all we need if
we but ask. Let’s see how much letting Jesus shine through us will draw people to the light.
After all, Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father, which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
The world thrives on complaint and criticism. But as followers of Christ, we should
thrive on contentedness, compliments, and commendation. I challenge us all, in this season
of Thanksgiving, to focus on gratitude and grace. Every day, may we seek out something positive, find resolutions, express appreciation, and give generously. Let’s show our community
and the world something better, something different, something life-changing through Christ.
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him. — Colossians 3:17
Laugh, live, and celebrate God’s love,
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FAIRFIELD UMC’s CHARGE CONFERENCE will be Sunday, Nov.
7 at noon in-person in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom. Oliver will
send an email with a Zoom link prior to the meeting!

FALL BACK!! Don't forget to set your clocks back one hour before
you go to bed on Saturday, November 6th.
On Sunday, November 21st at 6pm we'll be having a church wide
movie night, before we kick off the Advent season! This Advent,
Pastor Oliver will be offering a Sunday School class going through the
study "The Heart that Grew Three Sizes" by Matt Rawle. Our children and youth will be following the study in our Sunday School classes too! This study is about finding faith in the story of the Grinch. So on November 21st, we
will gather to watch "How the Grinch Stole Christmas" in preparation! The Sunday School
study will begin on November 28th at 10am. Books are available. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board in the narthex, or you can email Pastor Oliver at oliver@fairfieldumc.com.

Our heartfelt sympathy extends to:

The family of Ralph Modlin

The family of Glen Tysinger

The family of Curtis Routh (Sue Stroud's brother)

The family of Dale Wilson, Wendy Miller’s father

The family of Janet Thompson, Wendy Miller’s aunt

The family of John Hamilton, Lee Hamilton’s grandfather
The family of Jordan Hardy, Dee Scearce's grandson
- Dear Church Family, Our sincere thanks for all your prayers, thoughts and cards during Glen's sickness and passing. One of the cards we received I think says it's best... “In times like these, there's so
much we don't understand...so all that's really left is to hold on tight to the One who does.” Thank
you, Evon Tysinger and family.
- Dear Fairfield, Thank you all for your cards, visits, calls, and prayers since my fall and during my recovery. It is all
greatly appreciated. Love, Lynn Coltrane.
- Thank you church family for the plant and all the prayers received during the passing of my grandpa.
Love, Lee, Brittany, Madison, and Brayden Hamilton
- Dear Fairfield, Thank you for all the cards, prayers, and phone calls during my recent illness and recovery. I’m
getting better everyday thanks to your prayers. I miss my church family and I hope I’ll to see you all again very
soon! Love, Vivian Dyer

- Thank you Fairfield for all the calls, prayers and cards you sent during my brother’s passing. It means a lot
to have all those prayers go up for him and our family. We appreciate all the love and support. Love, Sue
Stroud
- We want to thank everyone at the church for all the prayers and cards sent during our time of illness

with Covid 19. Love, Marty & Georgia Presnell
- Thank you isn’t enough for the love, blessings and lessons you all have gifted me. Thank you for gathering
as a community to help make my dreams come true for women all over the world. You are all so treasured, in
my heart. Mikaela Ingram, Divine Drops, www.divinedrops.org

A big thank you to all who helped organize the blood drive on Oct. 11th and to all who donated blood. May God bless you and keep you!! Our next blood drive is Monday, December 13th, from 2:30-7:30pm. Call Pam Lamb at 570-447-1573 for an appointment or online at
www.redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code: Fairfield.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Wednesday, November 24

Nov. 1 – Nathan Mathai

Nov. 18 – Leah Mathai

Nov. 3 – Wesley Wright

Nov. 18 – Ruby Powell

Nov. 6 – Kathy Schaal

Nov. 19 – Lisa Kiser

Nov. 10 – Michael Strickland

Nov. 20 – Mark Rumley

Nov. 10 – Bobby Cecil

Nov. 21 – James Turbyfill

Nov. 10 – Mason McMillian

Nov. 22 – Chad Thomas

Nov. 11 – Matthew Kinley

Nov. 22 – Timmy Kelly

Nov. 12 – Phyllis Kelly

Nov. 22 – Madison Hamilton

Nov. 13 – Lori Piazza

Nov. 22 – Kelly Sink

Nov. 14 – Hayden Queen

Nov. 23 – Laura Wood

Nov. 14 – Westin Driggers

Nov. 24 – Jason Brown

Nov. 14 – Robert Knight, Jr.

Nov. 24 – Kari Brown

Nov. 15 – Vivian Dyer

Nov. 24 - Shanna Knight

Nov. 16 – Sydney Kearns

Nov. 26 – Jack Ellis
Nov. 28 – Nancy Cecil

UMMen
If your address, phone number, or email has
changed, or you would like to be added to the
phone tree or email announcement list, please let
the church office know by calling 336-431-5743 or
email raehicks@northstate.net. Thank you!

‘Remind’ Text Messages: To receive text messages from Pastor
Oliver and Fairfield UMC (for special announcements and prayer concerns) text “@fairfldumc” to
81010. Follow the instructions and enter your
name to subscribe.

If you are in need of any Happy Home
Flavoring for your holiday baking,
please contact Kaye Spencer, 336-6880891. Happy Home Flavoring is $4.00/
bottle.

Congratulations

to Logan and
Sara (Nachtrab) Jones! They
were married on Saturday, October 23rd. May God bless you
both with many years of happiness and love together!

Nov. 20 – Stewart & Mary Martin
Nov. 28 - Jerry & Dyanne Boyles
Nov. 29 - Tommy & Nora Caudle

Congratulations to Bran-

If you are a Veteran, please contact the
church
office
(336-431-5743
or
raehicks@northstate.net) with your name,
branch of service, and date of when you
served. We would like to honor you during
the service on Sunday, November 14th.

don and Rachel (Leonard) Blair
who tied the knot Saturday,
October 23rd! May the Lord
pour out the abundance of His
blessings upon them and may
our church family surround
them with love and support as
they begin their new life
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvtogether.

NEWS from The Pantry
Showing compassion for those less fortunate than ourselves is one way we reflect the presence of
Jesus Christ in our lives. As we approach the holidays once again, let us remember the real reason for
the season.
Please reflect on how you can help with this important ministry. Your gifts of food, volunteering your time, or
monetary support can enrich your life as well as the recipients. Our food focus for November will be rice and
canned fruit. God bless you. Happy thanksgiving!

Food Set-up: Friday, November 19th at 2pm. Distribution: Saturday, November 20th from 9:00 - 12:00.

On Sunday, November 7th, we will honor those who have passed away since last
All Saints Sunday. We remember and praise God for their faithfulness and love
for God, their families, and others.



Thursday, November 11th, is Veteran’s Day.
The following is a list of Fairfield’s Veterans whom we pay special honor and tribute
today. If you are a Fairfield Veteran and your name does not appear on the list below,
please call the church office.
The following is a list of Fairfield Veterans in
remembrance of their dedication and faithfulness:
Charlie Boyles
Acey Thomas
Frank Auman
Forest Bobo
Gary Brown
Ronald Brown
Bobby Caveness
James Clodfelter
Carson Davis
Eddie Dyer

George McGehee
John Myers
Gilmer Palmer
Markus Philemon
Finely Robbins
James Shackelford
Hiram Shipton
Jacob Shipton
Abe Simpson
Burnice Stout

Tom Foster, Sr.
James Gilbreath
Roy Gladden
Denny Haney

Sherman Tuttle
Roscoe Anthony
Ralph Bennett
Willard Holder

Francis Pegram

Wyatt Coltrane

Bill Horlick

Walter Mitchell

Early Humphrey

Bill Palmer

Benjamin Kinley

Carl Angel

Carl Kinley

J.A. Pegram

Lester Kinley

Tom Adams

Robert Lee

Ron Griffin, Sr.

Boyd McDowell
Vernard Weant

Richard Frazier
Tom Smith

The Spirit of giving was present during the Oct. 17th service! To each of you who
Counted your Blessings and gave so willingly, we are grateful. Together we collected
$600 which has been given to support Mikaela Ingram's non-profit, Divine Drops. Our
Mission to serve the community can only be accomplished through staying connected in our Faith.
Thank you to everyone who supported the drive thru Bake Sale and to all the ladies who so generously
baked to help make it the success that it was. We raised $1,668.00 to be used for our future
mission projects.
YOU made the DIFFERENCE! Stay tuned for future mission projects. As Paul stated
many times in scripture: "I (We) Thank God for each of you and pray for you continually."
Blessings to all!
Please join the New Disciple Sunday School class as we gather at the fire pit on November 12th @
6:00PM for hotdogs, s’mores and goodies. Please bring an appetizer/snack/side to share and your
own chair/blanket. All are welcome. Invite a friend! Please contact Vickie
Rhoney at vfrhoney@gmail.com or text 336-580-5546 for more questions or to RSVP.

Please join the New Disciple Sunday School class on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM as we
begin a new series of studies: "Children's Bible Characters viewed from an Adult Perspective" led by Mike Daniels. Join us for one, or all, of the following: Oct 24 - Abraham, Oct 31 Joseph, Nov 7 - Moses, Nov 14 - Esther, Nov 21 - Daniel.
This month we're going to team up with Mt. Vernon UMC's youth for a few
events!





Saturday, November 6th we will meet at Mt. Vernon at 6:00pm to watch "The Shack," dinner
will be provided! We will then have youth fellowship the following night, Sunday the 7th,
at Mt. Vernon to discuss the movie, 6:00 - 7:30.
On November 14th and 28th we will have youth from 6-7:30pm.
On Saturday, November 20th, we're getting together at Fairfield’s big field with Mt.
Vernon and some other youth groups to play capture the flag and have a cook out! We
will meet at 2:00pm, INVITE FRIENDS !

We will meet on
November 7th, 4-5:30!
Our Advent Workshop is
November 21st, 4-5:30!

Sunday, November 21st, 4-5:30pm
Come and learn the reason for this
season. The children will make gifts for
food pantry families and a craft that will
take home as a reminder of the event.
RSVP to Carlyn by Wednesday, Nov. 17th.

Our Thanksgiving Eve meal &
service will be on Wed., Nov.
24. We will have a catered
meal at 6pm before the worship service at 7pm. Snyder Farms is catering and
it will be free. We will take reservations for the
meal via Google form (via email), a reservation
slip in the bulletin, or by contacting the church
office (336-431-5743 or raehicks@northstate.net)
by Sun., Nov. 21. We will collect donations for the
General Fund that evening out of gratitude for all
that God has done for us and provided for us as
a church and as families through the pandemic.

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR: Hazel Tipton, health issues. Marie Patteson, Steve’s mother, back surgery 10/18. Annette de Ruyter, afib & heart surgery on 10/20. Miranda Schaal, Chris Schaal’s wife, stroke. Vivian Dyer, back at
home. Joel Hunt, recovering from back surgery. Carolyn Hunt, cancer has returned, decisions on treatment. Lynn
Coltrane, recovering at home following hip surgery. Melba York, recovering from Achilles surgery. Dee Scearce,
assisted living. Virginia Yarborough, health issues. Sharon Jones, health issues. Harold Peele, health issues, difficulty
walking. Cheri Yates, Jimmy Miller's mother, testing. Joe Turbyfill, back issues. Arnold & Mary Smith, Amy Lax’s parents, health issues, Arnold is recovering from pneumonia. Betty Zachary, assisted living. Tim Sharpe, Gary Sharpe’s
brother, lung cancer. Lloyd Collier, Lori Daniels’ father, liver cancer. Carol Brown, leg & back issues. Doug Collins,
Yank's son, cancer, please pray for Linda & Yank also. Rae Nell Hix, back issues. Rick Gammons, back issues. Gwen
Griffin, assisted living. Peace in Afghanistan.

