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“Redirecting Gratitude” 

 As we near the Thanksgiving holiday, many of us start to reflect on giving 
thanks. And that is good – it’s what we should do. While we look at the world around 
us, we may see that there is a lack of gratitude and a sense of selfishness, but at least 
as we approach Thanksgiving, many people do stop to give thanks for all the blessings 
of life they enjoy. But – is being simply thankful really enough? Or is there something 
more to developing an attitude of gratitude? 

 So what should we be thankful for? When families gather for Thanksgiving, 
many families might share around the table the things they are truly thankful for, 
which is a wonderful practice. You might hear statements like: “I’m thankful for my 
wife (or husband).” “I’m thankful for our home.” “I’m grateful for my health.” “I’m so 
thankful for all this delicious food we’re eating today.” “I’m thankful that grandma 
made her pumpkin pies for Thanksgiving.” “I’m thankful I have a job.”  

 All those statements are wonderful and important to share, among so many 
others. Certainly we should be grateful and thankful. However, being thankful for all 
we have is not enough. In fact it’s restricted unless we also are intentional about giv-
ing thanks to the one who is responsible for it all. Clearly, we are grateful to God and 
give God thanks. We have so much to be thankful for, so what’s missing is not ex-
pressing gratitude, but instead gratitude toward God.  

 Who is the one who brought husband and wife together and blessed your re-
lationship with love, patience, and gentleness? Who has aligned circumstances to 
bless you with a home? Who is as close as your next heartbeat and your next breath? 
Who caused the food to grow and allowed all the processes to bring it to your table? 
Who gave your grandma the gifts and skills to make those delicious pumpkin pies? 
Who helps you get up in the morning, has blessed you with talents, and has given you 
strength to work?   

 Our loving God is the beginning and the end, the source and the subject, and 
the grantor and the giver of all we are and all we have. He is the purpose of all our 
thanksgiving. Yes, we should be grateful, and in all our gratitude, as we fill ourselves 
to overflowing, remember the One who has made all things possible.  

 This Thanksgiving, it’s not a matter of being more thankful, it’s a matter of re-
membering why we should be thankful, and who is the subject of all our gratitude. 
God alone is worthy of our thanksgiving. In any and all circumstances, give God 
thanks. When things are great, give God thanks. When things are hard, give God 
thanks. When we say, “Yes, God has been so good to us and to our family,” we often 
mean we have received blessings and nice things. But thanksgiving and thankfulness 
to God are more than things. Gratitude to God covers everything tangible and intangi-
ble we have received. We thank God not only for what he has done for us, but for 
who God is. “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 Thanksgiving meals and football games and parades and pumpkin pies and 
turkey dinners will all come and go, but God’s steadfast love endures forever. When 
the dishes are washed and put away, everyone has gone home, and we return to our 
routines and daily chores, remember God. Thank God. With each passing day, nurture 
a new attitude of gratitude so that even the most basic of days can be filled with won-
der and praise.   

Live, Laugh and Celebrate God’s Love,  
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GREETERS FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

Day Sunday School 11:00am Worship 

3 Pete & Annette de Ruyter Lee & Kaye Spencer 

10 Travis & Roni Booher Tommy & Nora Caudle 

17 The Bryan Family Chad & Meredith Antley 

24 Dennis & Katy Pulaski Ray & Brenda Kinley 
If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please call the 

next person on list or Meredith Antley. 

Acolytes November 2019: 

 

3 - Ava Botts 

10 - Tyson Antley 

17 -  Mason Sink 

24 -  Maci Brown 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Nursery Volunteers for Sept. 2018 

 

 

November 

Brenda Taylor 

Wednesday, November 27th 

UMMen  

‘Remind’ Text Messages: To receive text mes-

sages from Pastor Oliver and Fairfield UMC (for 

special announcements and prayer concerns) 

text “@fairfldumc” to 81010.  Follow the instruc-

tions and enter your name to subscribe. 

Nov. 20 – Stewart & Mary Martin 

Nov. 28 - Jerry & Dyanne Boyles  
Nov. 29 - Tommy & Nora Caudle  

Nov. 1 – Nathan Mathai Nov. 14 – Brad Coleman Nov. 22 – Chad Thomas 

Nov. 3 – Wesley Wright Nov. 14 – Hayden Queen Nov. 22 – Timmy Kelly 

Nov. 6 – Kathy Schaal Nov. 14 – Westin Driggers Nov. 22 – Madison Hamilton 

Nov. 9 - Andrew Whited Nov. 14 – Robert Knight, Jr. Nov. 22 – Kelly Sink 

Nov. 10 – Michael Strickland Nov. 15 – Vivian Dyer Nov. 23 – Laura Wood 

Nov. 10 – Bobby Cecil Nov. 16 – Sydney Kearns Nov. 23 – Keith Eddins 

Nov. 10 – Mason McMillian Nov. 18 – Leah Mathai Nov. 24 – Jason Brown 

Nov. 11 – Matthew Kinley Nov. 18 – Ruby Powell Nov. 24 – Kari Brown 

Nov. 12 – Phyllis Kelly Nov. 19 – Lisa Kiser Nov. 24 - Shanna Knight 

Nov. 13 – Lori Piazza Nov. 20 – Mark Rumley Nov. 26 – Jack Ellis 

Nov. 14 – Bobby Gammons Nov. 21 – James Turbyfill Nov. 28 – Nancy Cecil 

  Nov. 30 – Matt Gundaker 

 OUR FAITHFULNESS TO HIS CHURCH  

 OCT. 2019 

AVG. ATTENDANCE SUN. SCH. 70 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 8:45AM SVC. 33 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 11AM SVC. 105 

TOTAL AVERAGE IN WORSHIP 138 

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET $304,528.00 

WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED $5,856.31 

TOTAL COLLECTED FOR GEN FUND YTD $211,848.17 

TOTAL AMOUNT NEEDED YTD $257,677.64 

AMOUNT RECEIVED OCTOBER FOR GF $21,527.04 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 


































NEWS from The Pantry 

Showing compassion for those less fortunate than ourselves is one way we reflect the presence 

of Jesus Christ in our lives. As we approach the holidays once again, let us remember the real rea-

son for the season.  In October, our FUMC Food Pantry shared the love of Jesus and provided 

food for 47 families, consisting of 181 individuals. 

Please reflect on how you can help with this important ministry. We have appointments for 37 families for No-

vember. Your gifts of food, volunteering your time, or monetary support can enrich your life as well as the re-

cipients. Our food focus for November will be rice and canned fruit. God bless you. Happy thanksgiving! 

Food Set-up: Friday, November 15th from 2:30 – 4:30.   

Distribution: Saturday, November 16th from 9:00 - 12:00. 

 

If you are a Veteran, please contact 
the church office (336-431-5743 or 
raehicks@northstate.net) with your 
name, branch of service, and date 
of when you served. We would like 
to honor you during the service on 

Sunday, November 10th.  

A huge THANK YOU to all those that volunteered with the Fall Bazaar 

and BBQ On Saturday, October 26th! Your hard work is what makes this 

event a huge success! THANK YOU AGAIN!  

Congratulations to Trenton and Kristen Patteson, whose son, Lawson Gray, was born Sept. 

30 at 8:02am, 7lb 4oz, 21 in long. All are well!  

Dear Church Family, Thanks so much for the cards, texts and support since my recent surgery. The beau-

tiful flowers from my Sunday School Class have brightened my days. I can’t imagine not having a church 

to be a part of and I am so blessed to call Fairfield my church family. Thanks again, Jan Wright  

If anyone is interested in being on a Visitation Team to make visits to those in the hospital 
& at home, please contact the church office at 336-431-5743.  

The Golden Adventurers will not 
have their annual beach trip this 
November.  Our next meeting 
will be Dec. 10th at 11:30am for 

our Christmas Luncheon.  Cost is $10/person.   

Remember to set 
your clock BACK 
ONE HOUR before 
going to bed on 
Saturday, Nov. 2nd.  

Thank you to those who came out to fellowship & make cards on Oct. 5th.  We’ll be 
doing it again on Nov. 9th from 9am-noon in the fellowship hall.  The cost is $5 per 
person.  It will be the best $5 you’ve ever spent!  RSVP ASAP to Annette de Ruyter.  

To My Fairfield Family, Thank you so much for all the love and support you’ve shown us during this diffi-
cult time.  Losing my mom has been tough.  The peace lily is beautiful.  Thank you for all the heart-felt 
cards, calls, and prayers. Thank you Oliver for being there with us.  Your support has meant so much.  
Love and blessings - Kay Starrett and family  

While Virginia Yarborough is recovering from back injuries, she is staying with her daughter, Denah Moore.  Her 

temporary address is 560 Westwood Dr., Kannapolis, NC 28081. 
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If your address, phone number, or email has changed, or you would like to be 

added to the phone tree or email announcement list, please let the church office 

know by calling 336-431-5743 or email raehicks@northstate.net.  Thank you! 

It's not too early to start thinking about the Christmas tree sales.  If you've 

never helped sell Christmas trees, we encourage you to consider it. It's usual-

ly lots of fun for everyone involved in a great way to meet people in the 

community. We're expecting delivery of the trees the Monday afternoon be-

fore Thanksgiving. The schedule is wide open for selling. There’s a sign-up in the narthex.  Just see Ed-

die Bryan or Pete de Ruyter. Thank you!  

A big thank you to all who helped organize the blood 

drive on Oct. 7th  and to all who donated blood. od bless 

you and keep you!!  

Our next blood drive is Monday, December 9th, from 2:30-

7:30pm.  Call Pam Lamb at 570-447-1573 for an appoint-

ment or online at www.redcrossblood.org and enter the 

sponsor code:  Fairfield.   

Youth Fellowship meets on Sundays at 5:00 p.m. with supper and then a program, games, or mis-
sion activity from 5:30-7:00. Every week will feature an oppor tunity for  worship and devo-
tion (sometimes student led.) We need two adult volunteers to be present for each Sunday (you do 
not have to lead programming). Pastor Oliver will be putting this schedule together.  

If you have any concerns or if you have any BIG ideas (or even small ones!) for youth activities, 
please email or call/text Pastor Oliver at oliver@fairfieldumc.com or 336-408-9041. 

NOVEMBER       DECEMBER 

3 - 5-7pm - Help Children’s Ministries with   1 - 5-7pm - Help Children’s Ministries with 

        Christmas program preparation           Christmas program preparation 

10 - 5-7pm - Turkey Drive (need two drivers!)  7 - 6-8pm - Help with Live Nativity (rain date 12/8) 

16 - 9am-Noon - Help with Fairfield Food Pantry  8 - 11am - Children’s Christmas Program, Away in a Mango 

17 - 5-7pm  - Help Children’s Ministries with          NO Youth, Archdale Christmas Parade  

           Christmas program preparation   14 - 9am-Noon - Help with Fairfield Food Pantry 

24 - NO Youth Meeting     15 - 5-7pm - Christmas Movie Night 

        22 - 5-7pm - Youth Christmas Party!  

        19 - NO Youth (Christmas Break) 

 

Ethan would love to hear from his church family he can receive letters and goodies.  Please feel free 
to ask Eddie or Penny if you have any question. Thank you for all your continued prayers and love 
you have shown to our family. Love The Bryan Family  

Pfc  Bryan, Ethan          14813 Eighth Street        Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri        65473  

Mark your calendar to join us for the Thanksgiving meal prior to the Thanksgiving 
service on Wednesday,  November 21st @ 6pm. Meal provided by Methodist Men.  
The next meeting will be held Thursday, January 23rd at 6:30 pm. A meal will be 
provided.  If you have any questions, call Eddie Coltrane at 336-880-3103. 
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On Sunday, November 3rd, we will honor those who have passed away since last 

All Saints Sunday.   We remember and praise God for their faithfulness and love 

for God, their families, and others. 

The following is a list of Fairfield Veterans in  

remembrance of their dedication and faithfulness:  

Charlie Boyles George McGehee 

Acey Thomas John Myers 

Frank Auman Gilmer Palmer 

Forest Bobo Markus Philemon 

Gary Brown Finely Robbins 

Ronald Brown James Shackelford 

Bobby Caveness Hiram Shipton 

James Clodfelter Jacob Shipton 

Carson Davis Abe Simpson 

Eddie Dyer Burnice Stout 

Tom Foster, Sr. Sherman Tuttle 

James Gilbreath Roscoe Anthony 

Roy Gladden Ralph Bennett 

Denny Haney Willard Holder 

Francis Pegram Wyatt Coltrane 

Bill Horlick Walter Mitchell 

Early Humphrey Bill Palmer 

Benjamin Kinley Carl Angel 

Carl Kinley J.A. Pegram 

Lester Kinley Tom Adams 

Robert Lee Ron Griffin, Sr. 

Boyd McDowell Richard Frazier 

Monday, November 11th, is Veteran’s Day.   

The following is a list of Fairfield’s Veterans whom we pay special honor and tribute 

today.  If you are a Fairfield Veteran and your name does not appear on the list below, 

please call the church office.  

  

Perri Linn Powell Coltrane 

June 25, 1962  - 

February 25, 2019 

(age 56) 

Paul Henry Hodge     

August 31, 2000 - 

July 25, 2019 

(age 18) 

  

Faye Lassiter Thomas 

May 4, 1933 - 

May 2, 2019 

(age 85) 

Blanchette Lassiter Mitchell 

July 10, 1926 - 

August 4, 2019 

(age 93) 



Our Purpose:  "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 

whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in 

the global ministries of the church."  

 

 

UMW News November 2019 

As we reflect on the 2019 Fall Bazaar and Barbecue, the United Methodist Women ‘Give Thanks’ 

for all the dedicated women and men who worked so diligently to make this a GREAT Event! 

From the preparations to the conclusion, God blessed us with willing hands and workers. On 

this beautiful, sunny Fall day, people came to fellowship, shop, eat and have fun.  We are count-

ing our blessings! 

Even though our profits were lower than last year ($5,181.25), we will be able to carry-on our missions and 

look for new ways to increase our budget.  Sooooo – Look for events the UMW will plan for 2020!  We may 

call on YOU to join us in hard work, fellowship and fun! 

 

Of course, we have plans for this month – November! 

November Project:  Santa for Seniors 

An opportunity to share with seniors in need of the basic necessities!   

                        God asks us to share our ‘bountiful blessings’ with others. 

Please join us as we continue to ‘Count Our Blessings’ as we collect items for the Senior Population in Guil-

ford County.  Collection Boxes will be stationed throughout the church during November.  Information as to 

items needed, will be available on the boxes.  Please take a card and pick-up items as you shop during this 

month. These items will be sorted, packaged and given to seniors throughout Guilford County by the Senior 

Resources of Guilford in December. 

We thank you, in advance, for once again, joining us as we  

Take Action to serve the community in Faith, Hope and Love! 

Santa 

for  

Seniors 

Unafraid:  Living with Courage & Hope in Uncertain Times BIBLE STUDY 

In this series, based on the book by Adam Hamilton, we explore the most common worries and 
fears experienced by Americans today, consider practical steps for overcoming these fears, and 
reflect upon fear in the light of scripture and a faith that promises again and again that we don’t 
need to live in fear. Let’s live with courage and hope.  We will meet at 7pm.  Nov. 3, Fear of the 
Other & Fear of Failure; Nov. 10, Fear of Change & the Future; Nov. 17, Fear of Illness & Growing 
Older .  Books are available for those who would like to participate. If you have any questions, 
please see Pastor Oliver.   

 

  





 

I Asked God, and He Said “No” 

I asked God to take away my pride and God said, "No." 
He said it was not for Him to take it away, but for me to give it up. 

 
I asked God to heal my disease and God said, "No." 

He said, "Your spirit is whole, your body is only temporary. 
Through your afflictions you will learn to help others who also suffer." 

 
I asked God to grant me patience and God said, "No." 

He said that patience is a by-product of tribulation. 
It isn't granted; it's earned. 

 
I asked God to give me happiness and God said, "No." 
He said that He gives blessings; happiness is up to me. 

 
I asked God to spare me pain and God said, "No." 

He said, "Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares 
and brings you closer to me." 

 
I asked God to make my spirit grow and God said, "No." 

He said that I must grow on my own, 
but He will prune me to make me fruitful. 

 
I asked God if He loved me and God said, "Yes." 
He said, "I gave my only Son who died for you. 

You will be in heaven someday because you believe." 
 

I asked God to help me love others as much as He loves me and God said, 
"Ah...Finally you understand..." 

 
- Unknown  

November 4 - CHARGE CONFERENCE 

November 11, 12 & 13 - Office Closed (re-open on Thursday, Nov. 14) 

November 21 - UMWomen, 7pm 

November 24 - Children’s Advent Festival, 4pm 

November 26 - Start selling Christmas Trees, 5-9pm 

November 27 – Thanksgiving Worship Service, 7pm 

November 27 - Decorate Church for Christmas after Thanksgiving Service 

November 27, 28, 29 - Office Closed, Happy Thanksgiving!   

December 7 - Live Nativity, 5-8pm (rain date 12/8)                                             

December 8 - Children’s Christmas Program, 11am 

December 9 - Blood Drive, 2:30-7:30pm 

December 10 - Golden Adventurers’s Christmas Lunch, 11:30am 

December 12 - UMW Christmas Dinner, 6:30pm 

December 14 - Christmas Caroling, 4pm 

December 21 - Longest Night Service, 6pm 

December 22 - Christmas Cantata, 11am 

December 22 - Youth Christmas Party, 5pm 

December 23 - January 1 - Office Closed  





WE WILL NOT MEET ON SUNDAY, NOV. 24 


