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“Vicissitudes” 

 Vicissitudes.  I can remember studying vocabulary words in high 
school, and the word vicissitude for some reason has stuck in my brain.  I 
don’t know why.  Maybe it sounds funny.  Maybe it doesn’t even sound 
like a real word.  When I was teaching English at North Davidson High 
School (which was a lifetime ago), I remember including this long, 
strange word in vocabulary lists and being met with strange, long looks 
from students…Is that word for real?  

 For some reason, I’ve thought of this word again lately. Webster’s Ninth New Colle-
giate Dictionary defines vicissitude as: “the quality or state of being changeable; mutability; a 
fluctuation of state or condition.”  Hmmm…  Now it makes sense!  The quality or state of be-
ing changeable… 

Change is inevitable. In this dynamic world we live in, nature changes with the sea-
sons. Plants grow, they bloom, and they eventually fade away or become dormant. The turn-
ing of the earth brings the passage of time and with it many changes in our bodies as we age. 
I believe God intended for things to be this way. God resists stagnancy and complacency. 
Sometimes we want things to remain the same. We want to hold on to that memory of the 
little child who reaches up to us in complete dependence and utter joy. But she grows. Sud-
denly she is fifteen and driving a car in Driver’s Ed. out on the highway. We grow. We all have. 
The vicissitudes of life ebb and flow and sometimes we don’t know the direction. But God 
knows. Throughout the inescapable changes we face, God is constant, even in his dynamism. 
God keeps his promises, even though we may see uncertainty. Regardless of the changes we 
face, God guides us and assures us of his grace and love and presence. That is faith. We may 
not know the outcome as we face the constant changes and uncertainties of our daily lives, 
but God is there. It is in the evidence of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
He has promised to be with us always. Don’t let the vicissitudes challenge your faith. Let them 
lead you to a deeper trust in God. 

 Trust in God to know that change is inevitable as we move forward in a life in Christ. 
Change isn’t always easy, and it isn’t always wanted. But often, change is necessary to follow 
God’s continuous calling. Someone once said, “Some people will change when they see the 
light. Others change only when they feel the heat.” I know one of these changes that happen 
in a church when we strive to follow God’s calling is a change in staff, such as the change our 
church is going through with Amber Harris’ move to another area of ministry to follow her 
calling from God. Again, even in the face of vicissitudes, God has promised to be with us. Even 
as we celebrate Amber’s tremendous ministry among us for the past five years, we also won-
der what’s to come next. We have to remember that God is already going before us to pave 
the way.   

 As a church, we must be ever more prayerful and intentional with our trust in Christ 
and Christ’s will for our church. We face not only staff changes, but also the reality of the loss 
of beloved, active church members. Through all these changes, listen to one another and seek 
out what is best for our church as we strive to reach others in faith, hope, and love. Honor all 
those things that have worked well and brought people to know Christ. Honor those minis-
tries that have shown Christ’s love and brought the members of Fairfield United Methodist 
Church closer together as the Body of Christ. Learn from them. And as we adapt and evolve, 
just because we approach something in a new way, does not mean that the past is gone and 
forgotten. We adapt and grow and use the foundation we have been given for following 
Christ’s will to “go and make disciples…”   
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 OUR FAITHFULNESS TO HIS CHURCH  

 February 2018 

AVG. ATTENDANCE SUN. SCH. 94 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 8:45AM SVC. 55 

AVG. ATTENDANCE 11AM SVC. 121 

TOTAL AVERAGE IN WORSHIP 176 

2018 PROPOSED BUDGET $297,079.00 

WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED $5,713.00 

TOTAL TITHE COLLECTED YTD $36,147.82 

TOTAL AMOUNT NEEDED YTD $22,852.00 

AMOUNT RECEIVED IN FEB.  $18,199.55 

BUILDING FUND $29,952.22 

The family of Nancy Hill (Roger Lackey’s mother) 

The Family of Katrina Trivette (Katelyn Stoves’ maternal grandmother) 

 

 Donations were made to Fairfield UMC’s General Fund in memory of Roger Lackey by Brannan 

& Susan Leonard, Michael & Vickie Rhoney, CL & Dee Scearce, Irene, Gail Roper, Ann, Robin, 

Wayne and their families, Tom & Geraldine Smith, Eddie & Perri Coltrane, Sue Stroud, Steve & 

Laura Patteson, Don & Brenda Taylor, Don & Jane Stutts, Brenda F. Brown, Gary & Mary Sharpe, 

Charles & Betty Payne, Lou & Kay Curtis-Layton, and the Adult Fellowship Class (formerly the 

Adult II Class). 

 A donation was made to the Food Pantry in memory of Roger by Craig & Terri Thomas. 

 Donations were made to Missions in memory of Roger by Mike & Betsy Sink, Bill & Sue Brown, Junior & Fran Laws, 

Lee & Kaye Spencer, Emily Hiatt, Yank & Linda Collins, Vernard & Rosemary Weant, Rodney & Mamie Rogers, 

James & Judy Peele, Shelby Meador, Ted Schmaus, Gary & Mary Sharpe, and Phyllis Yarborough. 

 A donation was made to the UMM in memory of Roger by Yank & Linda Collins.   

 Donations were made to the General Fund in memory of Mamie Kearns by her Sunday School Class, Gene & Nor-

ma Frye, Eddie & Perri Coltrane, Nancy Cecil, and CL & Dee Scearce. 

 A donation was made to the Food Pantry in memory of Mamie Kearns by Ricky & Peggy Gammons. 

 Donations have been made to the General Fund in memory of Mamie Kearns by her niece, Carol Ann Woodard 

and Family.  Dear Fairfield, Thank you so much for the wonderful meal you prepared for us after Mamie’s funeral.  

It was delicious.  Mamie loved you all and treasured your friendship.  Love Carol Ann Woodard and Family  

 Donations have been made to the General Fund in memory of Donna Yow by Edward & Beth Barry, Jerry Cecil, 

Mary Joe Lentz, Linda McDougle, Michael & Vickie Rhoney, Doris Burton, Mike & Betsy Sink, Hoytt & Betty Zachary, 

Virginia Yarbrough, Martha Modlin, Don & Brenda Taylor, Neil & Susan Hunt, Sylvia Eaglin, Gayle Brookbank, Mi-

chael Faircloth, Vernard & Rosemary Weant, Becky Coltrane, Steve Friddle, Charles & Sandra Saunders, Thomas & 

Robin Taylor, Shirley Johnson, Kay Curtis, Long Brothers of Summerfield, Leon & Gloria Trotter, Tommy & Nora Cau-

dle, and Tom & Geraldine Smith.  

 A donation was made to the Youth Fellowship Group in memory of Katrina Trivette, Katelyn Stoves’ maternal 

grandmother by Don and Brenda Taylor.   

 A donation was made to the Food Pantry in memory of Bill Horlick by Doreen Horlick. 

‘Remind’ Text Messages: To receive text messages from Pastor Oliver and Fair-

field UMC (for special announcements and prayer concerns) text “@fairfldumc” to 

81010.  Follow the instructions and enter your name to subscribe. 

 

Vicissitudes are a part of God’s changing and evolving work to keep us moving and growing. May we celebrate all that has tran-
spired to make us what we are, accept the changes, work together, and begin to be excited about the new paths, the new op-
portunities, and the new people who may come our way as we follow God’s dynamic presence and will!            

Laugh, live, and celebrate God’s love, 



  

  

               GREETERS FOR 

Day Sunday School 11:00am Worship 
4 Pete & Annette de Ruter The Patteson Family 

11 Travis & Roni Booher Brittany & Payton Smith 

18 The Bryan Family Junior & Fran Laws 

25 Dennis & Katy  Pulaski The Schimmenti Family  

   
If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please call the next per-

son on list or Meredith Antley. 

Acolytes for March 2018: 

Mar. 4 - Laney Lorenz 

Mar. 11-  Chloe Ellis 

Mar. 18-  Dylan McDaniel  

Mar. 25 - Haiden Crites 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Nursery Volunteers for MARCH 2018 

Mar. 1 Chris Adams Mar. 10 Marcus Kiser Mar. 20 Leah Wright 

Mar. 1 Casie Ingram Mar. 10 Mark McKeown Mar. 21 Judy Hiatt 

Mar. 1 William Botts Mar. 12 Haley Kiser Mar. 21 Susan Gilbreth 

Mar. 3 John Burkett Mar. 12 Nancy McDowell Mar. 21 Travis Booher 

Mar. 3 Michelle Matahi Mar. 13 Hueston Lackey Mar. 22 Ricky Roseberry 

Mar. 3 Steve Kearns Mar. 13 Andrew Auman Mar. 23 Rhonda Jones 

Mar. 4 Grace Schimmenti Mar. 13 Kaye Spencer Mar. 23 Craig Thomas 

Mar. 4 Erin Thompson Mar. 13 Kathy Lorenz Mar. 24 Shannon Smith 

Mar. 5 Elizabeth Cheek Mar. 14 Cathy Fraley Mar. 24 Amy Dobbins 

Mar. 5 Betsy Rumley Mar. 16 Darby Howell Mar. 25 Anna Wright 

Mar. 6 Kevin Wright Mar. 17 Ashley Auman Mar. 26 Jan Wright 

Mar. 6 Miranda Booher Mar. 17 Shelia Embler Mar. 28 Ricky Gammons 

Mar. 8 Aaron Sink Mar. 17 Lynn McEntire Mar. 30 Elizabeth Hoskins 

Mar. 8 Brannan Leonard Mar. 20 Katie Thomas Mar. 31 Joel Hunt 

March 26, 

Jim & Ruby 

Powell 

March: Vivian Dyer and Betty Zachary 



The Mustard Seed Group College & Working 

Connections 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
March- 
Sunday, Youth Fellowship: 4, 11, 18 @ 5pm  
Wednesday, the FLAME: 7, 14, 28 @ 6:30pm 

Look:   

*We will be assisting with the UMM’s BBQ on Saturday, March 24th beginning at 
9:30am.  Mark your calendars! 
 
*We will be going to Nattie’s FroYo Wednesday, March 28th. 
 
*Lock-In/Rock-a-Thon is Thursday, March 29 beginning after the Holy Thursday Service 

(which is at 7pm) through Friday, March 30.  On Good Friday morning, we 
will Carry the Cross from the church to the Mathai’s house (on Tuttle Rd) 
and back.  We will be finished at 11am.   
 

*NO FLAME on March 21.  NO Youth on March 25 or April 1 (Easter).  

 

Please pray for us  as we are dealing with school, work, and relationships.  Many of us are in the midst of 
our careers!   

We are also in need of 1 teacher (on a 3 month rotation), to help teach our Sunday morn-

ing fellowship.  If you are interested, please contact the church office.   

No plans for March - but keep your eyes and ears open for our April plans! 

 

 

The Seekers will meet Sunday, March 11 and Sunday, March 18 at 5pm.   

Family Day at Mt. Shepherd will be Sunday, May 6 

from 2-6pm. 

Fun St. Patrick’s Day Fact: 

St. Patrick is said to have used a three-leaf clover to explain the 
Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) to the pagan Irish. 

Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. He was a Christian mis-
sionary given credited with converting Ireland to Christianity in the 

AD 400s. So many legends surround his life that the truth is not easily found. St 
Patrick was not actually Irish. 

 



  

 The Music Ministry 

 

Tuesdays - Total Praise @  6PM  (practice as needed). 

Wednesdays - Youth Choir @ 6PM 

   Chancel Choir @ 7PM 

Thursdays - Angel Bells @ 6:30PM 

 

Easter is early this year, April 1st. If you would like to make a short term commitment to our music minis-

try,  now would be a great time!! Please ask if you have any questions.  Come fellowship with us through 

music. 

 

 

 

 

If your address, phone number, or email has changed, or you would like to be added to the 

phone tree or email announcement list, please let the church office know by calling 336-431-

5743 or email raehicks@northstate.net.  Thank you! 

The Give From The Heart Blood drive held on Monday, February 12th collected 70 productive 
units on the goal of 65.  Every unit needed due to the winter weather throughout the country 
and the flu.  Thank you to all the church volunteers who helped with making the blood drive a 
success with your greeting of donors, serving snacks and drinks & cleanup AND Donors!  Plus the 
setup on Sunday night with help from the adults and youth. 

- I'm so thankful for all the support over the last 19 years of blood drives at Fairfield especially from 3 of 
our members whom we have lost in the last year - Marge Plott (made phone calls to donors for many 
years & had such joy to meet the donors on blood drive day, and her ginger snap cookies); Mamie Kearns 
(always brought a 2 liter drink, make peanut butter crackers and serve the drinks. The blood drives meant 
even more to Mamie after she received blood following her broken hip) AND Roger Lackey (a blood donor, was 
available when needed to unlock the doors and greet the staff, and also help clean up). 

- Shout outs to 1st time donor - Jewel Caputa (youth) and 1st time volunteers - Lou Layton, 
Sonya and Bryce Russell, mother and youth daughter, who wants to donate soon). 

GOLDEN ADVENTURERS will meet Tuesday March 13th.  We will have a 

covered lunch beginning at 11am, followed by a meeting.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxjr395b7YAhVG5CYKHUkvDbgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stjohnromeo.org/update-member-info.html&psig=AOvVaw2qiQt5xyKXJJi8oeVUhfqt&ust=1515172071121255
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5-Lzwp9jPAhVDKyYKHZffAZEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/blood-donation-apreciation-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNHONx-SXwZcMzCed8xQ9wYjWYw8WA&ust=14764663247956


Mark your calendars for the Spring BBQ on Saturday, March 24th.  Or-

der forms will be available in March.  The Youth will be serving lunch that day as a fund-
raiser.    Please call Eddie Coltrane 880-3103 with questions. 

Wednesday, March 28     UMW 

 

 

 

 

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for Ushers & Sentinels (those who will 

watch the doors & hallways during Sunday worship hours).  We will need 2 

ushers & 2 Sentinels during the 8:45am service; 2 Sentinels during Sunday 

School, & 6 Ushers & 2 Sentinels during the 11am service.  If you are interest-

ed in assisting with these duties, please sign up! See Don Taylor or Pastor Oli-

ver if you have any questions.  

                                     NEWS from The Pantry 

On Saturday February 17th, we provided groceries for 66 families at our FUMC Food Pantry. 

This is the amount of food it took to do so: 

285  cans of corn and green beans  285  cans of fruit and mixed vegetables 

124 pkgs. of pasta    124  jars of pasta sauce 

196  boxes of mac & cheese   91  boxes of cereal 

 91  jars of peanut butter   66 pkgs. of pinto beans 

                     196  cans of meat           95 cans of northern, red, or black beans 

         91  pkgs. of rice                    149  cans of soup 

These are basic nutritional foods that we give each family according to the number of family members. We are 

blessed to be associated with the Second Harvest Food Bank, but they do limit what we can get, and we must pay 

19 cents a pound for it.   

We still need your help. Won’t you pick up some extra cans of food for the pantry when you grocery shop?  The 

Food Pantry basket beside the sanctuary should be filled every Sunday morning!  Our food focus for March is 

canned corn, beans and mixed vegetables. 

Your prayers are also needed for this important part of our church ministry. 

Our next Food Pantry is March 17th  from 9:00-12:00, with 48 appointments. 

Set-up: Friday, the 16th, from 2:30-4:30 

FUMC Preschool is accepting registrations now for the 2018-2019 school year. We 

have openings in our 2's, 3's, and 4's year olds classes.  Registration forms are on 

the  door of the preschool office or available online. Be sure to share the news of our 

program with your family and friends!! 

Jan Wright will be traveling to Honduras, April 21st through the 29th. She will be volunteer-

ing with a medical mission team through Friends of Barnabas Foundation. The foundation is 

in need of eyeglasses (+1.00, +1.25, +3.00, +3.25). If anyone would like to donate glasses, a 

basket will be outside of the church sanctuary. Contact Jan at 336-254-6487 with any questions. Thank you so much 

for your prayers and support!  

 



Our Purpose:  "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church."  

 

 

 

UMW News March 2018 

The UMW began their 2018 Journey as we hosted the Annual Senior Valentine Luncheon for church members and community 

folks.  What a glorious day of fellowship and sharing laughter!  Gospel music was provided by The Sheltered Quartet.  Much foot 

tapping and joy shared through this music.  It brought back memories to many of our guests.  We continued our journey through Mission 

Study that was attended by Betsy Sink and Susan Leonard.  As we meet monthly and quarterly, we will strive to keep our purpose ever 

before us.   Come -- walk, study, pray and work with us as we journey through 2018 seeking God’s guidance to expand concepts of mission 

throughout the world. 

Looking Ahead: 

 Thurs., March 15  –  General Meeting   7 p.m.  Fellowship Hall      ‘A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial’ 

 Sat., March 24  –  Climate Justice Workshop (Time & Place to be announced) 

 Wed., March 28  –  Open Door Ministries 

We need YOU to take this Journey with us! 









































 

Don’t forget to bring fresh flowers to place on the 

Flower Cross Easter Sunday morning, April 1.  

Here are our worship services for Easter Sunday: 

6:45am - Sunrise Service 

7:15am - Breakfast 

8:15am - Sunday School  

9:30am - Traditional Worship 

11am - Easter Egg Hunt 

Stations of the Cross will be open in the Fellowship Hall 

Friday, March 30 from 1-9pm and on Saturday, March 31 

from 9-8pm.   

Stations of the Cross is a series of images depicting Jesus Christ on 

the day of his crucifixion. The stations grew out of imitations of Via 

Dolorosa in Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path Je-

sus walked to Mount Calvary. The object of the stations is to help Christians make a spiritual pil-

grimage through contemplation of the Passion of Christ.  

A series of 14 images will be arranged in numbered order on tables in the Fellowship Hall.  

‘Travelers’ will visit each station and reflect on the journey Christ endured.   

March 29 

Holy Thursday Service at 7pm 

March 30 

Good Friday Service at 7pm 
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PRAYER LIST FOR FAIRFIELD UMC   Updated 2/27/18 

Fairfield Members:  Lee Ellis, John Starrett, Jerry & Dyanne Boyles, Ellen Barker, Lou Layton, Steve & 

Amy Lax, Carol Brown, Harold Peele, Casie Kearns, Doug Witcher, Bobby & Jesse Gammons, Yank 

(knee surgery) & Linda Collins, Vernard & Rosemary Weant, Virginia Yarborough, Blanchette 

Mitchell, Jim Powell, Ray Kinley, Perri Coltrane, Patsy Lowman, Robin Hamilton, Annette de Ruyter, 

Junior Laws (diagnosed with atrial fib), Sharon Jones (surgery), Logan Jones (surgery), Sheila & 

Dean Embler (lost their house in a fire), Martha Modlin (nerve damage), Frank Hunt (pacemaker 

put in 2/8/18) 

Friends & Family:  Dennis Collins (Yank’s brother), Harold Carter (Penny Bryan’s father), Eric Doss 

(Friend of Rick Gammons), Doug Collins (Yank’s son), Fred & Debra Holder (Hope Hall’s parents), 

Jim Barnes (Debbie Griffin’s dad), Jim Dyer (Laura Patteson’s uncle), Frank & Jeffrey Lewallen, Jer-

ry Stout (Susan Gilbreth’s friend), Mary Tuttle (Joyce Mallett’s cousin), Janis Bennett (Doris Burton’s 

niece), Bobbie Asbill (Kay Powell’s sister), Jimmy Middleton (Sue Brown’s uncle), Brandon Boyles 

(Jerry’s grandson), Seldon Auxier (friend of Yank’s), Larry McGhee (friend of Joe Turbyfill), Jane 

Healy (friend of Perri Coltrane), Todd Gamarra (Joyce Gamarra’s son), Linda Campbell (Brenda 

Kinley’s sister), Joyce Dillow (Friend of Don & Brenda Taylor), Melody Coltrane (Jerry Boyles’ friend), 

Roger Garner (Dee Scearce’s Brother-in-law), Micah & Michelle Cox (Ruby Powell’s family), Betty 

Passmore (Annette de Ruyter’s Mom), Margaret Helsabeck (Oliver’s mother), Carol Tuggle (Joyce 

Mallet’s friend), Pam Wilson (cancer, friend of Debbie Hollingsworth), Hal and Hunter Overby 

(Heather Kinley’s father & brother), Sandy Walker (Diane Osborne’s sister, cancer), Roy & Diane 

Catlett (both have cancer, friends of Rae Hicks), Ed Monroe (friend of Kevin & Jan Wright), Geor-

gia Winslow (friend of Perri Coltrane, cancer), Kelli Jones (friend of Perri Coltrane, neck & back sur-

geries), Sandra McGauvran (Friend of Mary Sharpe, breast cancer), Brian Holbrook (friend of Bren-

da Taylor, having a difficult time), Audrey Hill (Vivian Dyer’s granddaughter, MRI & tests), Kay Har-

per Lindsey (friend of Lee Spencer, MS), Randall Tucker (friend of Lee Spencer, Graybrier), Jerry 

Earnhardt (Tiffany Ellis’s dad), Annette de Ruyter’s family, Hugh & Linda Harris (Susan Helsabeck’s 

parents, Hugh is having radiation treatments), Fern Hailing (breast cancer), Linda Garrett (Sonya 

Russell’s aunt, pancreatic & liver cancer), Peggy Campbell (food pantry guests, health & mone-

tary issues), Joe Boyce (friend of the Caveness’s), Cheryl Hill (breast cancer, friend of Perri Col-

trane), Lynda Routh (cancer, friend of Perri Coltrane), Gail Blackman (Lori Daniels’s aunt, cancer 

in liver & lungs), Davis Varner (6 mo. old with brain cancer at Brenner’s Children’s Hospital), Grace 

Webster (friend of Gary & Mary Sharpe), Neal Settle & his parent’s Barbara & Leon (friend of Perri 

Coltrane’s lost everything in a fire), Donna Hix (Rae Nell Hix’s daughter, stroke), Leonard Breedlove 

(Kay Curtis’ brother-in-law), All those who have been sick lately with the flu, colds, and pneumo-

nia, FL shooting victims and their families 






