December 2020
“Hoping in the Hope for the World”
2020 has been a year like no other. In January, we had no idea
what was ahead. (I know several people who never want to hear the word
“unprecedented” again.) For many of us, the days have gone from alternately passing quickly to moving so slowly. What day is it? What month is
it? We have lost all track of time, and then suddenly, it’s December.
Christmas time is here! Really? It may look and feel very differently this
year. But this year, perhaps maybe more so than every other year, we
need to be reminded of the child born to set the world free. We need to be
reminded that this is a season of miracles; it is a season of hope. Even in
this uncertain time, we need to be reminded of what is truly important:
hope. Hope in the miracles that God provides, often when we are unaware.
Christmas is a time for miracles. People can come together despite
great distances and social distances. People can put the past behind
them and reach for a future that is full of possibility and new beginnings.
People can begin again with hope in their hearts if we will step back
and give them the chance. And it’s all because of the greatest miracle of all – that on a night so long ago, by the light of stars and moon, a
tired and weary young couple arrived in a small town only to discover that
there was no room for them. No room. God, in his great mystery was born
in a humble stable, a place no respectable person would be, but much
less the savior of the universe.
But out of his great love for us, love beyond anything we could ever
comprehend or even begin to fathom, God humbled himself to become
like us. God bridged the great divide between heaven and earth out of his
great love. Out of his great love, he came to a poor young woman from a
poor town. To be raised by a poor carpenter. To be praised by dirty shepherds straight from the fields where they had been watching their sheep.
It might not seem like a way to save the world. But God is all about surprises and overwhelming us with the mystery of his works. Out of his great
love, God took on everything about us except our sin so that through
Christ – the baby in the manger – we could be reconciled with him.
Christmas is more than an ordinary day. In this year that has seen
so much “out of the ordinary,” may we see what is extraordinary. So much
more. In this Christmas season we remember more than just angels singing and shepherds praising. We remember more than food and presents
and fun, even across social media and Zoom meetings. We remember
those who are isolated and in need of connection. We remember what
connects us all and carries us through this and every trial and troubling
circumstance. We remember that miracles of life happen. Miracles of love
happen. What love! God’s love is so real. Through God’s amazing love
come to life among us, we remember that all things in life are possible
simply because of a baby’s cry. Emmanuel. God with us. God’s great
mystery of love for you and for me. In this blessed Christmas season, remember the children, remember our families, remember those who are in
need...but most of all – remember our savior, born to set the world free.
He is hope for the hopeless. He is amazing love incarnate, born on a cold
Bethlehem night. Yes, 2020 is on its way out, and 2021 is coming! May
we put our hope in this holy child and know that best of all, he is with us!
Laugh, live, and celebrate God’s love!
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Thank you to everyone in the church who sent cards, thoughts and prayers during my
recovery after my car accident. It meant a lot to me. It's a slow process, but I am getting
better every day. Love, Evon Tysinger
Due to concerns over the pandemic, logistic issues for gathering, and the safety of our volunteers, we have sadly decided to cancel this year’s Live Nativity.

If you are in need of any Happy Home Flavoring for your holiday baking, please contact Kaye Spencer,
336-688-0891. Happy Home Flavoring is $4.00/bottle.
Rather than setting up the tables along the hallway this year, people can bring their CHRISTMAS CARDS to the church, banded together, and place them in a Christmas Card bin. Volunteers will place them in the bags during the week.

Monday, December 14h
from 2:30-7:30pm will be
our annual Holiday Blood
Drive. Please come out
give blood to give someone
the gift of life! Call Pam
Lamb at 570-447-1573 for
an appointment or online at
www.redcrossblood.org
and enter the sponsor
code: Fairfield.

Caroling

We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday,
December 20th! We will be caravanning
and keeping distance as we carol! Please
meet at the church at 3:30pm!
Youth will meet Sunday, Dec. 6,
13, & 20 from 6-7:30 for fellowship & fun! We WILL NOT MEET
Dec. 27.

Youth Christmas party is on Tuesday,
December 22nd from 5-8pm. We'll
have dinner and play games!

Christmas Eve
Service
December 24th
9:00 pm
We'll continue to meet for
Sunday School at 10am every
Sunday in the youth rooms.

The Children's Christmas party
is on Sunday, December 6th
from 3-5pm. This is a family
party, so parents are encouraged
to stay!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Dec. 1 Zane Wood

Dec. 16 Adrian Spell

Jan. 1 Ryan Caveness

Jan. 20 Candy Cooper

Dec. 3 Eric Caveness
Dec. 6 Carson Eaton

Dec. 17 Jane Stutts
Dec. 19 Terri Thomas

Jan. 2 Kate Sink
Jan. 3 Sydney Boyles

Jan. 22 Shannon Queen
Jan. 23 Victoria Ellis

Dec. 7 Chris Schaal
Dec. 7 Jeff Barker

Dec. 19 Dreama Cecil
Dec. 21 Susan Leonard

Dec. 7 Ethan Martin
Dec. 8 Holly Ridge

Dec. 23 Breanna Mercantini
Dec. 24 Amy Caputa

Jan. 3 Willow Kiser
Jan. 6 Allison Jobe
Jan. 9 Meri Forest Bjork

Jan. 25 Weston Schaal
Jan. 25 Jan Hill
Jan. 25 Eddie Bryan

Jan. 11 Taylor Thomas
Jan. 12 Megan Hiatt

Jan. 26 Lee Spencer
Jan. 27 Chuck Boyles

Jan. 12 Mike Caputa
Jan. 12 Knox Kiser

Jan. 27 Jerry Meusel
Jan. 27 Luke Jobe

Jan. 13 Brenda F. Brown
Jan. 13 Laurin Daniels

Jan. 28 Laney Lorenz
Jan. 29 Joseph Patteson

Jan. 17 Debbie Rumley
Jan. 17 Emily Sells

Jan. 29 Rachel Leonard
Jan. 29 Trey Cooper

Jan. 17 Amelia Bryan
Jan. 17 Ethan Bryan

Jan. 29 Kris Lorenz
Jan. 27 Elizabeth Helsabeck

Jan. 17 Emily Bryan
Jan. 19 Brenda Kinley

Jan. 29 Susan Helsabeck

Dec. 8 Judy Foster
Dec. 27 Rachel Lackey
Dec. 11 Leslie Barnes
Dec. 27 Jenny Hoskins
Dec. 15 Sandra Campbell Dec. 28 Amy Higgins
Dec. 15 Jewell Caputa

Dec. 29 Michael Rhoney
Dec. 31 Nick Kiser

Dec. 1 - Roger & Cindy Queen
Dec. 6 - Don & Jane Stutts
Dec. 10 – Eddie & Penny Bryan
Dec. 29 – Tom & Beverly Foster
Dec. 29 – Mike & Amy Caputa
Dec. 30 – John & Kay Starrett
Jan. 19 – Dean & Rhonda Ingram
Jan. 21 – Curt & Lisa Kiser
Jan. 21 – Wayne & Kathy Lorenz

Wed., Dec. 23 - FUMC

Wed., Jan. 27 - Missions

December: Brenda Taylor

January: Carol Brown &
Nancy Cecil

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR: Terri Thomas, kidney stones. Betty Passmore, Annette de Ruyter’s mother, Covid-19.
Exie Vee Hockett, Annette de Ruyter's aunt, kidney stones. Benny Shaver, is now able to walk, but is still having
difficulties. Lynn Flynn, Brenda Brown's niece, breast cancer. Rosser Riggsbee, Brenda Brown's brother-in-law, hospitalized with 11 broken ribs, broken shoulder, & crushed vertebrae. Evon Tysinger, healing from car accident.
George Ellis, Sr, Tiffany Ellis's father-in-law, colon cancer, at home with Hospice care. Hazel Tipton, heart catheterization. Sherman Staton, recuperating at home. Phyllis Yarborough, heart afib. Betty Zachary, recovering from a light
stroke. Amy Higgins's co-worker, stage 4 pancreatic cancer, single mom. John Starrett, health problems. Doug Collins, Yank's son, cancer, not doing well. Please pray for Linda and Yank also. Melba York, eye surgery. Rae Nell
Hix, nerve problems in her lower back, she can hardly walk. CL Scearce, heart & lung problems. Virginia Yarborough, health problems. Rick Gammons, back injections. Will be having nerves burned in the near future. Bobby Gammons, at North Pointe Assisted Living. All those affected by Covid-19 including students, school staff,
teachers, & healthcare workers. Our nation’s leaders and the future of our country.

Christmas Donations

This year, instead of ordering poinsettias, we are asking the congregation to make donations that
will go towards Youth and Youth Missions.
If you choose to make a donation, your name, and the person’s name you would like to honor/
remember for Christmas, will be added to a special Christmas bulletin insert on December 20th.
All donations and information must be turned into the office no later than December 14th
IN HONOR OF:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR NAME:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Roger’s Tree Patch is now open! Hours are Monday-Friday
5-9pm, Saturdays 9am-9pm, and Sundays 1-9pm. We need
volunteers to man the patch. There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. If you have any questions, please see Pete de
Ruyter (336-

There are 77 children on the Angel Tree. Please contact Kelly Sink at 336906-4166, if you would like to donate to the purchase of the gifts for
these children. Kelly will take care of shopping for the gifts.

NEWS from The Pantry
As we approach Christmas once again, let us remember the true meaning of our celebrations. Our Lord came into this world to share with us an abundant life.
In November our FUMC Food Pantry shared the love of Jesus and provided groceries for
those in need. We have appointments for many families in December, and expect many
walk-ins as well. Our pantry stock is low on some items and will likely be even more so in
January. Right now we are in need of canned corn, mixed vegetables, spaghetti, pasta sauce, peanut butter, dry pinto beans, rice, and soup.
Please reflect on how you can help with this vital ministry. Your gifts of food, volunteering your
time, or monetary support are greatly appreciated. God bless you!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Food Set-up: Friday, December 13th @ 2pm. Distribution: Saturday, December 14th from 9:00 to 12:00.
Food Set-up: Friday, January 17 @ 2pm. Distribution: Saturday, January 18 from 9:00 to 12:00.

Our Purpose: "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church."

UMW News December 2020
‘A Community of Women engaged in Mission’ is the purpose of Fairfield’s United Methodist Women. A new
and clearly unexpected opportunity to ‘Put our Faith, Hope and Love into Action’ presented itself to a small
group of women on a beautiful morning in November.
We gleaned Aaron Sink’s sweet potato field! What is ‘gleaning’ you might ask. After the farmer and
his workers harvest the crop; there is much left behind. Thus, ‘gleaning’ is gathering what is left.
We cannot feed the 5,000 as Jesus did as told in Matthew15:32-39, but we gathered enough sweet
potatoes to share with our Food Pantry families and others. What an awesome opportunity to ‘Act’!

As we await the coming of Christ during this Advent season, let us always be open to new opportunities to share the Love and Light the Christ child brought to our world.
The UMW Board will meet on Sunday, Dec. 6 from noon to 2:00 p.m. to close out 2020 and begin planning for
our 2021 Mission Work. If you have mission ideas, please contact Mary Sharpe(336-301-4968) or Betsy Sink
(336-688-9313).
Blessings to all during this Season.

UMW News January 2021

At this time, I don’t know how the women of Fairfield will carry out our missions. One thing I do
know -God is in control and challenges us to “Wait upon the Lord and he will renew our strength.”
From the November/December ‘Response’ UMW magazine I found these words written by the UMW
International President to give me great comfort and hope for this new year.
“It’s OK to be afraid. It’s OK to feel what you are feeling. It’s OK to mourn not being together”, states Shannon
Priddy. Read and reflect on these words of comfort found in Proverbs 3:3-6:
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet
of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and people. Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to God,
and God will make your paths straight.”
Stay tuned for opportunities to serve as we trust the One who blesses us daily with His mercy and grace.
Happy 2021!

