
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 1 – The Good News that God Reigns 
Matthew 4.23-25 

 
 
Sayings???  Leading to (un)familiarity breeds contempt (2 John 9 – sink roots instead of run 
ahead) 
 
 
Our culture is… 
Scared 

• The fruit of which is seen in responses to events in our culture (w/ Xns assenting to the 
fact that Jesus is King but engaging issues like He is still in the grave – doesn’t make us 
passive but gives us solid ground from which to engage) 

Selfish 
• Scarcity mentality – if “they” win then I must be losing – gain/loss as constant metric 
• What are my rights?  Never ask what are my responsibilities? 
• How does this make me look? 

Superficial 
• In the culture – talking past one another, representing “my truth” instead of “the truth,” 

sound bites instead of serious engagement on serious issues 
• In the church – bumper sticker theology, fish wars, KRBE -> KSBJ 
• In my life – activity (sit, stand, sing) as engagement, social media as primary affirmation 

source, reduced goal (in parenting too!) of “don’t screw up,” let the shiny smiles and 
trinkets mask pain and shame and the sin that causes it 

o The only thing worse than fooling everyone else is fooling yourself  
 
Absurdity reigns and confusion (in the culture and in the church) makes it all look normal 

• Into this crazy steps Jesus with Good News that God reigns 
• Not teaching for a different age (a small slice of Xty) nor laying down new law (huge 

slice) 
• He intends to inspire and invite you to a new life 

 
 
The Kingdom of Jesus is… 
 
Transformational 

• Deeply 
o Not just words but power (1 Cor 4.20) but we recognize that these words do 

indeed have power in them and why we must abide in them 



o To change your behavior is too small a goal – action is not a deep enough level 
for the life that Jesus is inviting you into – He doesn’t want you to obey but 
become the kind of person who normally obeys 

• Wholly  
o The sick are made well, the pained are healed, the paralyzed move, the 

epileptics get control, and the demonized find deliverance 
o The Kingdom is neither political in nature nor passive toward brokenness – He is 

NOT normalizing our lives but making us new (“I think I’m doing okay” vs. 2020) 
o Consuming in nature – there is no sphere or segment left untouched – what we 

find is our surrender to Him doesn’t make our lives easier but makes our lives 
work 

 
 
Available  

• To those ostracized (lives marked by rejection rooted in fear – “they think my sin is 
contagious”) 

• To those broken (certainly to those who long to be whole, but even those who loathe 
their brokenness but cannot see their lives without it, and even those who have 
resigned themselves to their brokenness because nothing “has worked” up to now) 

• To those distant 
• He intends to inspire you and then invite you into the kind of life lived with Him that 

transforms you by His power 
• This is why it’s called the Good News that God reigns – other things appear to reign at 

times, but Jesus is actually the King! 
 
 
The call:  repent (re-think your thinking) because the Kingdom is available through trust in the 
King – realign your life around the Good News that Jesus is King, that He’s smart, and that He’s 
right 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. In the sermon, we used the words scared, selfish, and superficial to describe our culture.  
What words would you use?  What examples can you think of each? 

2. Reread Matthew 4.23-25.  In what ways are the people in that text transformed deeply?  
Think about your life and those around you.  How and where have you seen that kind of 
transformation?  What are the lingering effects? 

3. Out of the areas in Matthew 5.21-48, (anger, desire, etc.) which are you most ready to 
hear from Jesus?  Which one is least? 

4. In the sermon, we talked about how the Kingdom is available to the broken, even those 
resigned to their brokenness.  Is there a person you know (maybe you?) who has 
resigned themselves to their brokenness?  How can you be a distributor of hope and 
Kingdom power to them? 

5. COVID Check in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbors?  Your one? 


