
The Hand of Providence 
Matthew 5.45 

On the Sunday following “Winter Harvey” Feb 2021 
 
 
Providence – God’s care for and control over all creation 

• We certainly need good theology in moments like this because our feelings will get the 
best of us 

 
Circumstances “Rain and Sun” 

• These are blessings most days, but too much can be hard to endure 
• Pain and hardship are very real – tears, frustration, weariness, desperation, all very real 

o Recipients are all kinds of people because God has mercy on all kinds of people 
(who is just / unjust?) 

o Why did my pipes burst and theirs didn’t?  Why did they keep heat and I lose it?  
Why did I keep it and they didn’t? 

• Feelings would make you think that the universe has conspired against you – but it 
hasn’t 

• Our circumstances, however hard they may be, are very much under the control of God 
and because they are very much under His control they can very much be redeemed by 
His power 

Invitation to hope 
 
 
Cause 

• They are HIS sun and HIS rain – He can do with them as He wishes 
o Joseph vs. Job 
o Why would God do this?  Why did His attitude toward me change? 

• Same God who brought the sun brought the rain - same God who was yesterday IS 
today  Zelda - “Your faithfulness never runs out…” “He has been faithful to us 
throughout, why do I think He would stop now?” 

Invitation to hope 
 
 
Father 

• Providence - control and care 
• Father - everything father-filtered  
• In the heavens - near, not leaving you alone 
• Why questions vs. How questions  

o How is He going to use me through this? (Hospitality, Help, Hope) 
o How is He going to see me through this?  Weight of the Nails Story 

 
 



Questions for Discussion: 
1. What is one story from your life that you can look back and see the control and care of 

God, despite the chaos of the circumstances?  What did you learn?  What was the 
outcome? 

2. Which of the “why questions” identified In the sermon are you most prone to ask: 
a. Why did this happen to me and not to them?  Why did this happen to them and 

not to me?  Why did God do this?  Why did God change His attitude / disposition 
toward me?  

3. Read Romans 5.3-5.  How does Paul connect trial and hope?  How have you found it true 
that “hope does not disappoint?” 

4. Which of the two “how questions” (how will God use me through this, how will He see 
me through this?) have you been asking this week?  What answers have you found? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you, your family, your neighbor, your One? 


