
New Testament 

Matthew is one of the four Gospels describing the life of Jesus Christ.  Matthew was 
written to convince people familiar with the Old Testament that Jesus fulfilled the 
prophecies about the Messiah, God’s chosen Savior, and contains a large amount of Jesus’ 
teaching. 

Mark is the shortest of the Gospels and is thought to be taken from accounts of the Apostle 
Peter.  In a fast-paced narrative, Mark emphasizes Jesus’ power and authority, calling His 
apprentices to follow Him at all costs. 
    
Luke is the third Gospel and the last of the synoptics, or stories that give a synopsis of the 
life and teachings of Jesus.  Luke’s goal is to encourage readers by detailing with historic 
certainty the events of Jesus’ life from his birth to His resurrection. 

John reveals who Jesus is and the intimate relationships he had, has and desires to have 
with His people for all eternity.  The words of Jesus describe what those intimate 
relationships look like. 

Acts is the second book of the NT that was written by Luke.  He describes the birth and 
spread of the early church throughout the Middle East and the Roman Empire in the first 
century. 

Romans is a letter written to the Roman church by the Apostle Paul.  It teaches the 
sinfulness of man, justification through faith in Christ, and the sanctification of the 
believer. 

1 Corinthians is a letter from Paul as spiritual parent to divisive and immature believers.  
He reviews the gospel message he preached and explains what a mature believer’s life 
looks like in such areas as sexuality, relationships, worship, and ministry. 

2 Corinthians reads like a parent lecturing his adolescent children whom he loves about 
his frustrations with them, his concerns for them, his joys from them, his trust in them, and 
his expectations of them.  Written by Paul, it also assures them that the gospel message, 
judgment, and resurrection to eternal life are real for believers in Jesus Christ. 

Galatians is a letter written by Paul in strong language to encourage the church to continue 
to live in freedom and with the fruit of the Spirit, and not trust religious ceremonial 
practices that false teachers were advocating.  He argues that the law of God functioned to 
show our enslavement to sin and reveal our need for the Savior.  

Ephesians is Paul’s summary statements of the doctrines and practices of the early church, 
including racial equality, spiritual growth, relationships in the home, and spiritual warfare.  
 Paul also identifies the resulting benefits of these doctrines and practices. 

Philippians is an intimate letter from prison written by Paul.  In spite of his persecution, he 
finds peace in the Lord and encourages others to rejoice in the Lord. 

Colossians is a succinct and dense letter written by Paul.  Paul portrays the superiority of 
Christ and warns the people not to be persuaded by false teachers. 

1 Thessalonians is one of Paul’s earliest letters and was written to help the church endure 
suffering and look forward to Jesus’ coming again.  It contains some of the most 
encouraging language for believers in Christ and the hope we have in His coming. 

2 Thessalonians is Paul’s letter to follow up on his previous letter to Thessalonica and 
contains many of the same themes.  Primarily, this letter addresses confusion about 
whether Jesus had already returned and identification of deceitful teaching. 

1 Timothy is a letter Paul writes to his spiritual son Timothy, who pastors the church in 
Ephesus, in order to pass on some pastoral advice.  This book shows how the Gospel 
changes lives from the inside out and also provides qualifications for church leaders. 

2 Timothy is written by Paul while in a Roman prison waiting to be executed and is his 
last recorded letter.  This letter encourages Timothy to stand firm in faith and reminds him 
that the last days will be difficult. 

Titus is a letter written to a pastor on the island of Crete.  This letter contains themes about 
the qualifications for church leaders, warning against false teachers, and the importance of 
faith and practice. 

Philemon is a letter to a rich man whose escaped servant has become a follower of Jesus.  
It identifies how a believer should respond to repentant believers who have previously 
wronged them. 

Hebrews is a book of comparisons, showing how Christ is greater than any angel, priest, or 
religious institution and His sacrifice and salvation exceed anyone or anything.  The 
famous passage on faith is found in chapter 11, where the author shows many Old 
Testament characters trusting God as an example for us to follow. 

James is a believer’s attitude guide.  James places emphasis on transferring the right 
attitude into the right action with practical helps for common temptations. 

1 Peter is a letter of encouragement and teaching.  Topics include assurance of eternal 
salvation, being a good example to the world in relationships and conduct, submission, 
serving, and suffering.  

2 Peter is a letter of final words to believers before Peter dies.  He names basic spiritual 
growth objectives, warns against deceptions, affirms the Lord’s faithfulness, and urges 
believers to be diligently faithful.  

1, 2, and 3 John are letters by the disciple “whom Jesus loved,” John, to a group of people 
he was pastoring.  These books warn against those who are following a heresy that claimed 
that Jesus was not fully man and encourage believers to stay the course. 

Jude is a short letter written by Jesus’ earthly brother, Jude.  He admonishes believers to be 
on guard against false teachers and to not give up the faith. 

Revelation is the book that portrays God’s final judgment on the earth.  Jesus is portrayed 
as the Coming King who will right all wrongs and bring His people into the New 
Jerusalem, heaven come to earth.


