May 15, 2018

Dear Church Family,
If you have been around here very
much, you know that we champion
the concept of transformation as
the heartbeat of Christianity.
We follow Jesus, the resurrected,
reigning, and returning King and,
as we follow, we are made to be like
Him. And when we say “made to be
like Him,” we mean that in the terms of 2 Peter 1 where
we take on His character. We don’t become God or even
god-like, but we take on His righteousness, goodness,
compassion, love, faithfulness, mercy, holiness, and so
on. Those attributes become our attributes too.
This transformation happens from the inside out. God
lays siege to and conquers our hearts, and then the rest
of our personhood morphs as He works within us.
As God conquers our hearts, our minds and thought
patterns are renewed. As our minds are renewed, our
emotions come along. As our minds and emotions are
transformed, the actions we take and the relationships in
which we take them are also changed. God transforms
the whole person: our spiritual, intellectual, emotional,
physical, and social spheres all take on the aroma of the
Kingdom. We become people who believe, think, feel,
speak, act, and relate like Jesus does. Transformation!
It is no passive process. We are actively engaged the
whole time. Like riding a bike, there are two pedals that
need our effort to see transformation happen. The first
is repentance - turning away from sin and self. Some
people grew up with teaching that repentance in the
Christian life was a one-time thing that we do when we
first come to faith in Jesus. But the teaching of the Bible
is that we consistently repent of our failures and foibles.
We confess our sin to Christ, turn from it and to Him in a
fresh way, and if necessary make restitution. But that’s
only one of the pedals. If all we did was say sorry for
our sin, that’s not transformation and for sure not the
abundant life Christ promised. So we add the second
pedal, engaging in intentional growth strategies. We
spend time in the Word and prayer. We fast and live in
authentic relationships. We take time to serve and
worship. We stay at it during times of trial. All of those
are practical activities that make for supernatural change
in our lives.
The question for you and me is which of those two
pedals needs the most attention right now? Do we need
to repent of something or intentionally pursue growth in
some area? Jesus is in the business of transforming lives.
And He wants to change yours.
Kingdom…
Trent

STARTS JUNE 6TH | 10:00 AM
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
SIGN-UP IN THE WELCOME CENTER OR CONTACT MARGE HENDERSON - kandm639@sbcglobal.net

Sermon Text for Sunday | Acts 6

REGISTER AT HERITAGEPARK.ORG

June 4-8 | 9a-4p

Completed K-5th Grade
at Heritage Park Baptist Church
2732 FM 528 in Webster, TX
Cost $270
Scholarships available
email Carrie@heritagepark.org

For more information and registration
visit heritagepark.org

