
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 5 – Fulfilling the Law 
Matthew 5.17-19 

 
The Law is not the source of our righteousness but the course of it 
 
 
Jesus fulfills the Law for us 
How? 

• I am what the Law prophecies 
• I am what the Law demands 
• I am what the Law means 

Why? 
• We cannot fulfill the Law on our own – exactly what God requires – not just difficult but 

impossible (Rom 8.3-4) 
• OT is full of stories -> God’s people try and fail miserably, so we need a better leader 

than Abraham, prophet than Moses, king than David, and a better priest with better 
sacrifices – we need a Messiah 

 
 
The Law is not the source of our righteousness but the course of it 
 
 
Jesus fulfills the Law in us 
The Law is good 

• It does not pass away (v.18) 
• It is not to be “untied” (v.19) 
• The Psalmist DELIGHTS in God’s Law (Ps.119.46-48) 
• One way you know you’re a follower, not a fan or fascinated – you not only believe what 

He says but do it (best possible answers to the most important questions) and do so 
with delight 

The Law is good for me 
• “The one who does them and teaches them…” 
• Hard to believe because we associate freedom with lack of boundaries (Ps.119.44-45) 
• If Jesus the Law-Fulfiller lives in us, the life He lives through us will look like obedience!  
• Being counter-cultural isn’t taking a political stand but an obedient posture 

 
 
The Law is not the source of our righteousness but the course of it 
 
 
 



Questions for Discussion: 
1. When you hear “the Law” or think about the biblical Law, what comes to mind?  What is 

the most confusing part of the biblical Law to you?  How much do you struggle trying to 
understand how that relates to your everyday life? 

2. Take a moment and scan over Matthew 1-2.  Where do you see the birth of Jesus 
fulfilling the Law?  Now read Matthew 4.13-17.  How do you see the life of Jesus 
fulfilling the Law? 

3. Reread Romans 8.1-4.  How does Paul interpret Jesus fulfilling the Law for us?  Why 
does Paul say this needed to happen? 

4. If Jesus, the Law-Fulfiller, lives in us He will go to work to fulfill the Law through us.  
Think through the 10 commandments (if you need a refresher, see Ex. 20 or Deut. 5).  In 
the church today, what commandment do you think He needs to fulfill the most in us?  
In our church particularly?  In you? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbor?  Your One? 


